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CONSTRUCTION OF THE APRON 





IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 
MINNEAPOLIS WATER POWER 


ARLY in January, 1905, the engin- 
eers of the Minneapolis water pow- 
er completed extensive improve- 
ments to the apron, which forms a 
prominent feature of the water 

ower plant here. 

The limestone forming the bed of the 
‘lississippi at Minneapolis rests on a sup- 
ort of sand rock. which is easily worn 

way when the water has access to it. 
Vhen the sand rock support is worn away, 
he limestone breaks away. Thus the 
alls of St. Anthony were gradually 
vorking their way up-stream, till the en- 

ineers took hold of the problem. They 
ut in a wooden apron to carry the sur- 
lus water down a gradual incline, instead 

f letting it fall in a vertical line. Flow- 
ng gradually down an inclined plane in 
his manner, the water, even in times of 
flood, has no chance to undermine the 
sand rock and, ever since the apron was 
ut in, the location of the falls has been 
tationary. 

The accompanying illustrations show the 
apron both in times of flood and of low 
water. They also show the mode of con- 
‘truction of the apron, and the break in 
the apron that occurred in 1904 as well as 
the means taken to repair the break and to 
cuard against a recurrence of a similar 
mischance. 

The photo showing the mode of con- 
struction of the apron was taken in 1895 
when some extensive repairs were made to 
the apron. As will be seen from the illus- 
tration, there are two layers of wood. The 
under layer is six inches thick, in the new 
section recently completed, but eight 
inches thick in the older part. Four-inch 
planks are used for the upper layer in both 
the old and the new work. 

The illustration showing the main apron 
and the east side aprons in flood, was 
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taken in April, 1899, when the water 
was unusually high. At that time the flow 
of water was about six times as great as 
the average low water stage in winter. It 
was approximately 20,000 cubic feet per 
second, corresponding to 80,000 h-p, at the 
head available. But no such amount of 
power as this can now be utilized here, for 
the reason that the water wheels in posi- 
tion on the upper dam power, which is the 
principal one and is the one here shown, 
do not aggregate over 30,000 h-p. 

Though there is often more than enough 
water for this power, yet during at least 
part of each year there is not sufficient 
water fully to supply all the wheels now 
installed. Possibly when the problem of 
electrical storage batteries shall have been 
more perfectly solved, it will be feasible to 
utilize the extra water when it comes by 
storing up power for use in seasons of Jow 
water. But at present it is not commer- 
cially profitable to utilize the extra water 
that comes to some extent every year. 

As no special record is kept of the 
amount of water that goes to waste, it is 
not easy to estimate the money value of 
the water that flows over the apron with- 
out turning a wheel. At a very rough es- 
timate, figured on the basis of current 
water leases, namely #1,000 per mill power, 
about 75 h-p, per annum, it would perhaps 
amount to $100,000 in the course of the 
year. 

None of the water that flows over the 
apron is utilized at the upper power. The 
water for the use of the mills is carried 
off by canals, there being one canal on the 
east side and one on the west side, the lat- 
ter being the most important. 

The main apron, shown in an illustra- 
tion, is 480 feet wide and it provides for a 
fall of 36 feet. Altogether there is a fall 
of 46 to 50 feet at the upper falls, but the 


water first flows into a waste pond which 
discharges it over the apron. Like the 
Scandinavian in the story, the water thus 
makes the descent in two ‘‘yumps.”’ 

This apron was constructed in 1870, and 
while the top planking has been renewed, 
the lower timbers are still in good condi- 
tion. It is well known that wood under 
water will last indefinitely. Where it is 
sometimes submerged, and sometimes dry, 
as is the case with the Minneapolis apron, 
wood does not last so long. The upper 
planking of the apron has to be renewed 
about once in ten years. It is subjected to 
considerable wear from abrasion by ice 
and logs. 

The original cost of the apron was borne 
by the city, by the general government 
and by the water power company. From 
1870 to 1879, congress appropriated $550,000 
for the improvement of the water power 
at Minneapolis. The Mississippi being a 
great navigable river has received large 
appropriations from congress, from time 
to time, and extensive works are now in 
progress a short distance below Minneap- 
olis, with a view to improving navigation 
on the upper river. 

When the lower dam was built in 1895, 
the water below the upper dam was raised 
in a manner not contemplated when the 
apron was first built. Asa result of the 
buoyancy of the pine timber, of which the 
apron is constructed, the toe, or the low- 
er part of the apron, was raised up bodily 
several feet. In consequence of this a seri- 
ous break occurred in the apron in 1904. 
The illustration entitled ‘‘Break in the 
apron. Looking east,’’ gives an idea of 
the extent and location of the damage. 

The break, which was near the westerly 
end of the apron, necessitated repairing a 
section 192 feet long and extending for a 
distance of 80 feet up and down the apron. 


The snow on the ground and on the unin- 
jured portion of the apron, at the time the 
photo was taken, gives the appearance of 
water flowing over the apron, though none 
was there at the time. 

In repairing the break in the apron 
the power company’s engineers construct- 
ed a series of wooden cribs which were 
filled with stone to serve as an anchor for 
the toe of the apron. 

These cribs are 12 feet deep, 16 feet wide 
and from 20 to 40 feet long. The cribs and 
the toe of the apron are all strongly bolted 
together. Thus even should the water 
under the apron rise to a height that 
would submerge the lower part of it, the 
stone-filled cribs, whose construction and 
position are clearly shown in the illustra- 
tion, would hold the apron securely in 
place. But while making these alterations 
the toe of the apron has been raised six 
feet, so that it is not likely to be sub- 
merged by the back-water below it to the 
same extent as formerly. 

There are several large saw mills in 
Minneapolis and great quantities of logs 
are floated down the Mississippi to these 
saw mills. In addition to the logs sawed 
here, great numbers of logs are sometimes 
floated past Minneapolis to mills farther 
down the river. Such logs are sorted and 
made up into rafts between Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. They are then towed or 
rather shoved down the Mississippi by 
stern-wheel steamboats to Clinton or other 
destination. 

In 1903 the logs that were floated past 
Minneapolis represented the large amount 
of 200,000,000 feet of lumber. In dam- 
ming the river for power purposes, the 
rights of log owners have to be respected. 
Means have been provided for the trans- 
port of logs even in seasons of low water 
when there is no water passing over the 
apron. 

There is one log sluice at the west side 
of thedam. This is seen in the illustra- 
tion showing the method of construction 
of the apron. It is the elevated trough 
shown at the left side of the photo. There 
is another small log sluice on the east 
side. This can barely be distinguished in 
the illustration showing the apron in flood 
time. It forms the dividing line between 
the two aprons on the east side. 

When the lock and dam now under con- 
struction by the United States authorities 
below Minneapolis are completed, the 
waters of the Mississippi will be backed 
up as far as the Washington avenue bridge 
at Minneapolis, and navigation will then 
be open to that point. The government 
dam in addition to the water needed for 
operating the locks, will also give a head 
of water that would be available for pow- 
er purposes. 

If a power house were constructed at 
this dam the power might be transmitted 
electrically either to the twin cities or to 
Fort Snelling. But, as far as now known, 
it is not proposed to utilize the power at 
this point. In general it is against the 
policy of the government to undertake 
any work ofthis kind that might compete 
with private enterprise, so this power may 
never be utilized. The improvements 
known as Mississippi River lock and dam 
No. 2, have occupied some six years in con- 
struction, the cost bejng about $750,000. 
The work on these improvements is about 
finished. 


A New York Transition—From Opera 
to Bread Line 


Last Friday night was a great occasion 
at the opera. It was Melba’s first appear- 
ance there after an absence of four years, 
and it was this season’s initial perform- 
ance of ‘‘La Bohéme,’’ with Caruso as 
Rodolphe. 

The house alone was worth going to see. 
I do not believe there was a vacant seat in 
it. The five tiers were solidly set in lines 
of human faces like a mosaic. In the two 
upper galleries a phalanx of standing fig- 
ures made a dark fringe against the illum- 
inated walls. Every box was full; two or 
three women in light-colored dresses in the 
front, and the black forms of men grouped 
behind them. The clothes these women 
wore represented untold thousands; the 
jewels must have run up into the millions. 

We talked it over afterward at Mou- 
quin’s,:as we ate oysters and drank beer, 
and decided it certainly had been a great 
performance and a great house. We com- 
mented on the display of jewels, on the 
beauty of the women, the splendor of the 
clothes, and the amount of money repre- 
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BREAK IN THE APRON—LOOKING EAST 
(See article on preceding page.) 


sented in that vast concourse of the rich 
and fashionable of a metropolis. Finally 
I said that, all things considered, I 
thought New York could make as fine a 
showing for such an occasion as any city 
in the world. 

*‘New York,” said my companicn, 
‘‘can make as fine a showing in almost any 
direction as any city in the world. We've 
seen a gala night at the opera. Do you 
want to come and see another strange and 
characteristic New York sight?”’ 

Isaid I did. But what and where was 
it? It was very cold, late, almost twelve 
o’clock. 

‘*Well, Cinderella having been to the 
ball and seen the beau monde disporting 
itself, can now take a Broadway car and 
go down to Eleventh street and see ‘The 
Bread Line.’ Does she want to come?”’ 

Cinderella thought she did, but would 
she have time? Truly it was hard to leave 
the warmth and brightness of the restau- 
rant and face the streets held in the grip of 
an iron frost. But she had never seen 
‘*The Bread Line.”’ 

“It will strike you with full force to- 
night,’’ urged her companion, ‘‘after all 
that pomp and circumstance at the opera 
house. It’s just the psychological mo- 
ment.”’ 

I don’t know whether there are any 
‘*Bread Lines’’ in the Far West. I hear 
there are several in New York, but the 
best known is at the Vienna Bakery on 
Eleventh street, between Wanamaker’s and 
Grace Church. It was established years 
ago by Fleischman, the founder of the 
bakery, who provided a loaf of bread and 
acup of coffee for any human creature 
who at midnight should come to his bak- 
ery and demand it. No questions were 
asked, no qualifications required. Fleisch- 
man, the baker, knew that the mass of 
those who would take advantage of his 
generosity would be the city’s derelicts, 
who live on the charity of their fellows. 
But he must also have known that there 
were often decent men who wanted bread, 
who were ashamed to beg for it, and who 
could come to his bakery at midnight to 
get a loaf. 

It has been named ‘*‘The Bread Line’’ 
because of its length. Long before mid- 
night it extends from the door behind the 
bakery, midway up the block, to Broad- 
way, and round the corner toward the en- 
trance to Grace Church. Sometimes it is 
longer than this, sometimes shorter. As 
we approached up the loneliness of the de- 
serted, icy street we could see it, dim and 
motionless, like a sinister black snake, 
each figure a vertebra in its sinuous 
length. The cold was intense, and the men 
s*o0d close together. Most of them were 
silent: they seemed held in the deadly grip 
of the frost and their own misery. We 
were near them when midnight struck, 
and with a slow, shuffling movement the 
column began to move forward. At the 
upper end we could see it breaking into 
dark segments, some of which disappeared 
into the night, while others stayed about, 
eating their bread in the ice-bound street 
at midnight. 

We drew away into a darkened angle 
where we could not be seen, and for a 
space watched them. Some took their 
loaves, hid them under their coats, and 
walked away rapidly with firm, quick 
steps. Others ate them then and there, 
with a hungry, fierce indifference. We 
saw several who, with the bread hidden, 
went back tothe end of the line and joined 
it again. From the huge pail of coffee at 
the door a man ladled dipperfulls into tin 
cups, and with his loaf of bread each re- 
cipient of the dead baker’s bounty was 
given a cup. Several did not take them. 





Most did, and stood about drinking the 
coffee and biting pieces off the loaf. Here 
there were a few desultory remarks inter- 
changed. But for the most part the whole 
business was executed in a grim silence. 

It was difficult to see what manner of 
men they were. One can not stare ata 
brother in affliction, even when he is stand- 
ing at midnight in *‘The Bread Line.”’ 
Many of those I saw looked as if they 
might be of that vast class of incompe- 
tents who live upon the city’s generosity. 
But here and there a face struck your eye 
that was not the face of the drunk, the 
tramp, or the beggar. We both noticed a 
young man having the appearance of a 
gentleman, who was without an overcoat 
and had gloves on. He took his loaf, 
thrust it under his coat, and fled. A fresh- 
faced lad, stalwart and ruddy, who looked 
like a boy in from the country, was em- 
barrassed and ashamed. He kept making 
jocular remarks to his neighbors and then 
giving loud, sheepish laughs—the only 
sound of that sort to be heard in that dis- 
mal assemblage. He carried a new shovel 
in his hand, and had evidently been work- 
ing among the snow shovelers. For these 
and their like, Fleischman, the baker, 
must have established *‘The Bread Line.”’ 

The column was thinning as we passed 
down the street to Fourth avenue. This 
way and that through the still, deserted 
thoroughfares we could see the men dis- 
persing—dark, furtive figures slipping 
away to the holes and corners where the 
derelicts of a great city make their homes. 
A step behind us caused me to turn, and I 
saw a tall, thin man, with white hair and 
mustache, and a face of an extraordinary 
transparent pallor, coming toward us with 
his loaf of bread bulging beneath his coat. 
He had deep-set, darkly-circled eyes, and 
in the whiteness of his face they had an 
uncanny look of haggard intensity. He 
went by us staring fixedly before him, 
like a sleepwalker. I commented on his 
appearance, to which my companion, more 
experienced in the seamy side of the city, 
observed, laconically, ‘‘looks like a mor- 
phine fiend; probably lives by ‘The Bread 
Line.’ ”’ 

The chill of the night felt sharper than 
ever as we waited for the car. Certainly 
New York could make a good showing in 
all directions. The opera house and ‘*The 
Bread Line’’ would have both been hard to 
beat.—Geraldine Bonner, in the Argonaut. 





Marseille Grain Trade 
(Consular Report.) 


It now appears probable that Marseille 
will have imported from 800,000 to 900,000 
tons of wheat during the past year, of 
which one-fourth was hard wheat, or mac- 
aroni wheat, as it is commonly known in 
the United States. The usual importation 
at Marseille is from 500,000 to 600,000 tons. 
The United States seems to have dropped 
out of this market completely. Even 
American hard (macaroni) wheat, culti- 
vated in the first place largely in response 
to a demand from this city, has not been 
offered, the crop being almost entirely tak- 
en up at home. The following table shows 
the amount of wheat imported into Mar- 
seille, during the first half of 1904, in tons: 





Source Soft Hard Total 
Russia. adi 254,72 41.270 295,991 
Roumania........ 8,288 17,719 
Bulgaria........ ans 8,947 11,571 
Turkey.. cates a Oeaene 1,204 1,204 
| SEER ae Cay ‘ 1,297 1,297 
OE sicce ee 11,878 14,973 
DN ica vnihcand Saeeeel 1,148 1,148 
Argentina. ............ 7 aes 2,509 
Algeria and Tunis.... 35,751 51,705 87,456 
Weis cake.0's ¢0.56 e000 44 906 950 

Total - cecceces GOB,100 198,788 434 908 
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SEED WHEAT 


Assistant Secretary Hays Emphasizes Importance of Using Right Kind 


(From Minneapolis Journal.) 


Professor W. M. Hays, assistant secretary 
of agriculture, has expressed to a corre- 
spondent his views on seed wheat as fol- 
lows: 

In a large section of Minnesota and the 
Dakotas the wheat is too much shrunken 
to be used for seed. This shrunken condi- 
tibn was caused almost wholly by the dis- 
ease known as rust. This disease consists 
of a growth from spores of thread-like 
fungus half an inch or so in length, 
which, in turn, bears more spores. The 
spores falling on the leaf of the wheat 
early in the season, germinate, and the 
thread-like sprouts find their way through 
the minute breathing pores or holes in the 
skin of the plant. The thread-like rust 
bores its way for half an inch or more 
through the tissue of the leaf and goes to 
seed. That is, on the end of this little rust 
fungus spores are formed. These are in 
such large masses under the surface of the 
leaf that its skin is burst and the mass of 
spores are exposed as a yellow blotch. 


DISEASE DOES NOT IMMUNIZE 


From the first infection till disease 
breaks out requires about eleven days. 
Since a few days are required for the 
spores to be blown about, alighting on 
other leaf surfaces, we may say that the 
period of incubation is about two weeks. 
This disease is not like measles or small- 
pox, as it does not immunize the parent, 
but each spore can make a new infection on 
the plant on which it grew or on another 
plant. There is a strong suspicion that 
these minute spores can ride on dust par- 
ticles for long distances. But the notion 
that they live on seeds of wheat, as do the 
spores of stinking smut, is erroneous. 
Since rust can multiply every two weeks, 
if the spores are supplied with water from 
the rain or dews for several hours, to en- 
able them to germinate, a season favor- 
able to rust causes it to multiply in suffi- 
cient quantity to overwhelm the wheat 
plant. 

Last year on gma the rain or dews 
about every week to germinate the new 
crop of disease spores. The rust multiplied 
probably tenfold, every generation, and by 
harvest time simply overwhelmed the 
wheat plants, just as tubercular germs be- 
come so numerous in the last stages of 
that disease, that the patient is overcome. 
In many ways the yellow plague on wheat 
is like the ‘‘white plague”’ in man. 

In 1905 it is likely that there will be pe- 
riods several weeks long in which there 
will be sufficient moisture on the leaves of 
wheat and oats to enable the rust spores to 
germinate, thus preventing a recurrence of 
last year’s rust scourge. Just how the pest 
lives over the winter and gets started on 
young wheat plants, is not determined. 
The infection may blow from the south, 
from regions where it lives on winter 
wheat, though it is probable that some 
spores are on plants other than wheat. 
With good seed, the chances are evidently 
nearly as good as usual for a crop of wheat. 


The heavy grains which may be graded 
out of rusted wheat, make good seed. No 
doubt, as Professor Bolley has suggested, 
part of these heavy kernels are from plants 
resistant to rust, and, therefore, are 
somewhat especially bred for country sub 
ject to this disease. Certainly, the new fife 
and blue-stem varieties—Minnesota No. 163 
and Minnesota No. 169, bred by the Minne- 
sota and North Dakota experiment sta 
tions in co-operation—-are somewhat rusi 
resistant. This is proved by the fact that 
these varieties yield 20 per cent more than 
the wheat they are displacing, in years oi 
much rust, as well as in years of littl 
rust. 

If these statements are true, the millers 
should at once recognize fully their econ 
omic importance and act accordingly. 


USE OF CANADIAN SEED DEPRECATED 


And action should not be along the line 
of importing the old-fashioned fife variety 
from Canada on the mere grade or appear- 
ance of the berry. These new _pure-bred 
wheats command the field, and the grain 
dealer, miller or seed merchant, who im 
ports the old-fashioned variety, and sells 
it to the grower, either for philanthropic: 
or money-making purposes, does a thing 
economically wrong. These strong state 
ments are not based upon any mushroom 
science nor theoretical reasoning. The ex- 
periment stations are in the field of the 
production of new values, and they ar« 
ready to be put to the test of proving som« 
of their wares. 

WHERE TO FIND SEED 

Grain men, millers and farmers should 
find the available seed stocks yet in the 
bins of farmers of these two wheats, 
whch trace historically back to the distri 
butions of the experiment stations in 188!) 
and 1892, both inclusive, and secure them 
for seed. Professor Shepperd of the North 
Dakota station and myself, recently made 
a fairly good estimate that these two new 
wheats in 1904, covered over 300,000 to 400, 
000 acres in the three states, and that they 
increased the yield over two bushels an 
acre. The Minnesota No. 163 is grown 
mostly in the Red River valley westward, 
where it does best, while Minnesota No. 
169 is developing best in southern Minne 
sota, in South Dakota and adjoining 
states. 

The rusted district was in the middle of 
this general region. But there are many 
counties all around the infected region 
from which considerable seed, not only 
bred right but of good weight and other- 
wise of grade suitable for seed, may be se- 
cured. Wheat of these varieties screened 
out of crops from rusted fields not rusted, 
which will weigh more than fifty pounds, 
and has not been bin burned or otherwise 
handled so as to hurt its viability, is bet 
ter than the common fife of Canada. Well 
man’s fife, which some have received 
from experiment stations under the name 
of Minnesota No. 165, is also bred to yield 


(Continued on page 264.) 





NEW STONE-FILLED CRIBS PUT_IN TO ANCHOR TOE OF APRON 
(See article on preceding page.) 
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Northwestern Miller correspondents still 
tell a melancholy tale of dull markets and 
unsatisfactory business. Duluth, Chicago 
and Buffalo form exceptions to the rule. 

Toledo, on the other hand, reports the 
dullest week of any in two years. While 
Toledo millers had nearly a_record-break- 
ing light output, they had difficulty in 
disposing of what little they ground. 

In Minneapolis while most of the millers 
complain of poor business, there were 
some good sales made by at least one mill- 
ing firm which booked orders for the Ori- 
ent on the lower grades and sold some pat- 
ent and clear to the United Kingdom. 

St. Louis millers found trade worse than 
the week before, the demand from the 
south being especially poor. This is as- 
cribed to the cotton situation. 

Kansas mills had enough current busi- 
ness to keep running at what is considered 
a fair gait this year. The features in the 
trade there were unevenness in asking 
prices, higher prices for cash wheat and a 
slight activity in eastern trade. 

Reports as to the growing wheat in the 
United States continue favorable. In- 
Kansas and Oklahoma there is some com- 
plaint about the late-sown wheat but on 
the whole the crop in that section is con- 
sidered safe from winter and drouth dam- 
age. With future conditions favorable, it 
promises a first-rate crop. In Missouri 
while wheat in places is not very well pro- 
tected, and very cold weather has pre- 
vailed, no damage is reported. In the Ohio 
valley, likewise, the growing crop con- 
tinues in good condition and the weather 
is favorable. 

Feed prices in Minneapolis have weak- 
ened somewhat, and the same is true of 
millfeed in most other markets. 


THERE is little of interest in today’s ca- 
bles. In the Glasgow, Liverpool] and Lon- 
don flour markets, a quiet feeling prevails 
with little or no variation in prices. In 
the last-named market clear flour is in 
good request, for it is comparatively cheap- 
er than the better grades. Demand is slow 
in the Amsterdam market and good clear 
can be bought for 10.37 florins from ex- 
porters, which price is a slight reduction 
from the quotation made a week ago. 

*” 





Tne National Bureau of Cranks in 
Washington, officially described as the De- 
partment of Agriculture, bas been playing 
a little game with the Connecticut hay- 
seed which is suspiciously similar to its 
performance in the northwest in connec- 
tion with its pet cereal, goose wheat. The 
ultimate result will probably be similar 
in both cases, except that the goose wheat 
experiment will prove vastly more expen- 
sive to the farmer, the miller and the grain 
man than the Connecticut fiasco has to 
the tobacco trade although the Jatter has 
cost the tobacco growers of that state at 
least a million dollars. 

THE cereal subdivision of the Agricul- 
tural Department is not the only crank’s 
nest which has been built under its pro- 


‘tection. The place is as full of bureaus 


as a second-hand furniture store. Ever 

one of them bas its own particular sta 

of faddists and theorists operating under 
government pay. It would: probably be 
unjust to say that all of them are equally 
worthless. There is one known as the 
**Bureau of Soils’’ and it was under its es- 
pecial direction that the Connecticut game 
a to was played to its lamentable 

nish. 


EVERY smoker in America has heard of 
the ‘‘Connecticut wrapper’ which at one 





time had anpeneey considerable signifi- 
cance in the tobacco trade. Like hard 
spring wheat, it was a standard grade in 
its particular field and stood for some- 
thing; just what its merits were could 
best be explained by one familiar with the 
tobacco business. It isthe peculiar and 
as yet unexplained policy of these depart- 
mental bureaus to introduce novelties in 
agriculture rather than to encourage the 
cultivation of well-known standards. 
They could be of immense assistance to 
various established industries if they 
would use their influence and disburse 
the money they derive from congress in 
getting farmers to cultivate more intelli- 
gently and successfully such products as 
are accepted readily in already existing 
markets. This policy, however, would 
lack sensationalism; it would not answer 
for spectacular political purposes; it 
would not lend itself to pamphlet use and 
it could not be taken as a basis for the 
marvelous ‘“‘results’’ which are set forth 
as brilliant achievements in department 
bulletins. 


THE Bureau of Soils had some tobacco 
experts whose thirst for glory was only 
a by that of the ‘‘Physiological 
Shemist, Cereal Investigations’’ and the 
‘‘Cerealist in Charge of Cereal Investiga- 
tions,’’ who have been so active in exploit- 
ing goose wheat in the northwest. Even 
now these tobacco experts of the Bureau 
of Soils, according to the report of the 
Secretary of Agriculture,*‘see no reason to 
change their belief that the method of 
growing tobacco under shade in the Con- 
necticut valley will produce a wrapper leaf 
of great excellence which can be economic- 
ally used by thetrade and it would seem 
that the industry should be established 
on a commercial basis.’’ 


THEREBY hangs a tale which the farm- 
ers of the northwest would do well to 
listen to. Of course they won’t, they 
would rather follow the advice of the 
‘‘Cerealist in Charge of Cereal Investi- 
gations’’ who tells them that there is a 
large and profitable market for goose 
wheat. While the experts of the Bureau 
of Soils ‘‘see no reason to change their be- 
lief’? about shade-grown tobacco, the to- 
bacco growers of tbe Connecticut valley 
do and their change of opinion has been 
brought about by a practical experience 
which has been very costly. 


ACCORDING to a dispatch from Hartford, 
these growers are not in the least back- 
ward in their criticism of the United 
States government for trying to bolster 
up an enterprise which has proven a com- 
plete failure and thus still further mis- 
leading farmers to invest their money 
where they are certain to lose it. Practi- 
cal tobacco growers have learned by bit- 
ter experience not to place their trust in 
the theories of the experts of the Bureau 
of Soils. In 1900, half an acre of shade- 
grown tobacco was produced in Poquo- 
nock. Next year, forty-seven acres were 
grown. This was increased to 700 acres in 
1902 and, in 1903, nearly 800 acres were 
cultivated under cloth. 


THE movement was inspired, worked up 
and carefully cultivated by the govern- 
ment experts who were determined to 
have their pre-conceived notions carried to 
practical success. The sale of the first 
crop in 1900 really started the craze which 
has resuited inruin to many. This sale 
of the small experimental harvest was 
made at an enormous price. The purchas- 
er was named Mitchellson and he lived at 
a place significantly and most appropriate- 
ly called Tariffville. This exceptional 
buyer put his own price on the tobacco 
and it wasa fabulously high one. It is 
now alleged and generally believed by 
those familiar with the trade that this sale 
was not a genuine transaction; that it 
was ‘‘inspired.”’ 
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IMMEDIATELY after this doubtful trans- 
action, a government report was issued 
telling the farmers what high prices this 
variety of tohacco had brought and en- 
couraging growers to piant it. The earlier 
crops were all sold at excellent prices but 
most of the tobacco raised was bought for 
experimental purposes and the price real- 
ized was no criterion of its true commer- 
cial value. Nevertheless, the government 
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experts continued to exploit the vast profits 
made by growers and, led on by false 
hopes, the farmers of the Connecticut val- 
ley soon became enthusiastic. At onetime 
the cotton mills were obliged to run over- 
time in order to fill the orders of those who 
were anxious to embark in a get-rich- 
quick enterprise endorsed by the govern- 
ment and which, according to the experts’ 
report, paid 240 per cent on the investment. 


MANy persons invested their money only 
to lose it. In 1904, there came an awaken- 
ing and the inspired craze of the Bureau 
of Soils came to a calamitous end. From 
800 acres in 1908, the shade-grown tobacco 
area fell to less than fifty acres the follow- 
ing year. Accounts agree in estimating 
that less than a dozen acres of this tobacco 
will be cut in the Connecticut valley next 
fall. Asa result of this wild-eyed experi- 
ment, instigated and encouraged by gov- 
ernment experts anxious to make a sensa- 
tional record, the tobacco growers in the 
Connecticut valley lost, according to a 
rough estimate from Hartford, over a mil- 
lion dollars. 


Four tobacco houses are reported to be 
very heavy losers and one company has 
failed and gone out of business. Beside 
this, there have been several failures re- 
sultant from investing in the tobacco.. In 
the face of this record of distress and fail- 
ure, the Secretary of Agriculture blandly 
reports that the tobacco experts of the 
Bureau of Soils ‘‘see no reason to change 
their belief.’’ This same Bureau of Soils, 
by the way, has been getting into serious 
trouble with practical sugar growers on 
account of some equally preposterous ex- 
periments which it has insisted upon en- 
es to the detriment of established 
trade. 


THE Connecticut valley failure in the 
tobacco line is of course insignificant in 
extent compared to what will happen in 
wheat-raising sections when the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture succeeds in substitu- 
ting goose wheat for the standard varie- 
ties. The cases are analogous, so far as 
the experiment has progressed. There is 
the same determination on the part of the 
department’s theorists and faddists to 
urge upon the credulous farmer the ad- 
vantages of raising goose wheat, its in- 
creased productiveness and the sureness 
of the crop, as there was in the case of 
shade-grown tobacco. There is a similar- 
ity which is striking in the method of ex- 
ploiting doubtful sales of goose wheat and 
of misrepresenting an experimental as an 
actual, stable demand for the product. 
There is the same clumsy yet effective 
attempt to follow up each crop with exag- 
gerated and misleading claims of success. 





THE ultimate result will be the same, 
except that the loss which will fall upon 
the farmers, the millers and the entire 
grain trade will be immensely greater as 
a result of the attempt of the government 
to increase the cultivation of goose wheat. 
As in the case of the shade-grown tobac- 
co, there exists no legitimate, permanent, 
established market for goose wheat at all 
commensurate with the production which 
the department is encouraging. The re- 
ports issued by the government that flour 
made from this variety of wheat has an 
immediate and profitable sale are false; 
the repeated statements made by the gov- 
ernment’s experts that many mills are 
grinding this quality of wheat have been 
challenged as untrue and have not been 
substantiated. Altogether, the depart- 
ment’s propaganda in behalf of bastard 
wheat is utterly baseless and fraught with 
danger to the wheat-growing sections of 
the entire country. 


ONE of the advantages urged in favor of 
the shade-grown tobacco was that it could 
not be injured by hailstorms. Similarly, 
one of the qualities of goose wheat is its 
immunity from rust. This will commend 
it this year to farmers and, taken in con- 
nection with the enthusiastic endorsement 
of the Department of Agriculture, urged 
and pushed in every conceivable way, by 
pamphlet and public utterance and 
through the press, will probably end ina 
craze for this hardy but comparatively 
worthless wheat which will in time sweep 
the country. 
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Tus result has already been coolly pre- 
dicted by the present Secretary of Agricul- 
ture and he has practically told the mill- 
ers that they must prepare to grind goose 
wheat or go out of business. In the end, 
the experiment in raising shade-grown 
tobacco and that of raising goose wheat 
will be the same. No doubt, however, the 
experts connected with the Bureau of Ce- 
real Investigations, like those connected 
with the Bureau of Soils, will blandly an- 
nounce through the secretary’s report that 
they “‘see no reason to change their be- 
lief... Only the tenacity with which the 
theorist and faddist cling totheir theories 
and fads and the stubbornness with which 
they insist on enforcing their doctrines re- 
gardless of consequences can account for 
the persistently mistaken policy which the 
Department of Agriculture is following. 
Other industries beside the grain trade 
have already suffered and are still being 
threatened by the mischievous meddling 
of the department’s experts and the North- 
western Miller suggests that these har- 
assed interests come together and act in 
harmony in protesting against such dan- 
gerous and unwarranted misuse of gov- 
ernmental influence. 


* * 


On Monday it was stated upon seeming- 
ly reliable authority that the Attorney Gen- 
eral, Mr. Moody, had arrived at a decision 
on the question of drawback on flour made 
from a mixture of imported and home- 
grown wheat and that this decision, in 
detail, had been given to the Truly Great 
One, the Secretary of the Treasury. At 
this writing the decision has not been 
made public although it is understood 
that it isa favorable one. Meantime, the 
literature pertaining to the tariff on wheat 
has been enriched by an unique letter ad- 
dressed to the protesting North Dakota 
legislature by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, who is at some pains therein to ex- 
plain why it is his painful duty to execute 
the laws as he finds them on the statute 
books, even though such action be not re- 
ceived with favor by the farmers. 


THE Truly Great One is compelled to 
admit that the McKinley law and its suc- 
cessor, the Dingley law, were framed to 
afford manufacturers who wished to enter 
the export trade just such facilities as 
those which the millers are now requir- 
ing. He says that the intention of the ex- 
isting tariff is not only to protect the 
American producer from foreign compe- 
tition in the home market but to give 
American labor as much work as possible 
by encouraging an export trade. He calls 
the attention of the protesting North Da- 
kota legislature to the fact that, although 
the tariff can protect Americans in the 
home market, it is quite powerless to reg- 
ulate the foreign markets, and hence if the 
American manufacturer would compete 
abroad he must be given the advantage of 
free raw material to be used in filling for- 
eign orders. . 

THE Truly Great One’s masterly effort 
to placate the North Dakota legislature is 
published elsewhere in these columns and 
is worth reading not only as a state docu- 
ment but as a fine example of unconscious 
American humor, approaching in some 
cases to the homely pathetic, especially 
when it refers to the unpatched clothes and 
the daily meat of the highly fortunate in- 
dividual who lives under the blessed pro- 
tection of the Sacred Tariff. The able and 
ambitious secretary suggests that if the 
farmers do not like the existing rebate 
laws, they should appeal to congress to 
amend them. 


Ir is to be hoped that the farmers will 
take this hint and make an effort to 
change existing tariff laws especially in 
regard to grain. Such a move would bring 
the question of free grain to an immedi- 
ate focus. It would be interesting to see a 
fight in congress on this issue. The mass 
of bread eaters in the east and in other 
sections of the country where wheat rais- 
ing is not a very important industry, 
would relish amazingly an opportunity to 
have the duty taken off from wheat entire- 
ly, thereby securing immunity from the 
future danger of high-priced bread during 
periods when both farmers and grain 
gamblers are bullish. Nothing could has- 
ten the day of free wheat in America more 
than an attempt on the part of the farm- 
ers to further restrict the use of imported 
grain. 

* 


* > 


THE American people are slowly awaken- 
ing to the fact that speculation is the 
yvreatest vice of the age. Thousands of 
American business men have gone to the 
penitentiary for crimes that speculation 
has led them into, and scores of thousands 
of families have been ‘made destitute by 
the sacrifices that men have made to the 
American Moloch. In the last year, how- 
in ever, there has been a remarkable decline 
the volume of speculation stocks, and the 
*‘croupiers’’ of the game are seeking other 
occupations. Few intelligent Americans 
will risk their money in a game that they 
know to be crooked, and the fact is now 
becoming generally known that the stock 
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market is what the gambler calls, with 
contempt, a ‘‘brace game.”’ 


THERE was a time when oil certificates 
absorbed the interest and the money of the 
speculator, but when the people finally 
learned that this game was crooked and 
that they had no chance to win, the oil ex- 
changes were deserted and left to main- 
tain a merely nominal existence. Corpora- 
tion securities will go the same way, if the 
people discover that this is merely a repe- 
tition, on a larger scale, of the old game 
of oil certificates, in the control of the 
same type of men that made oil specula- 
tion infamous. 


THE speculative craze in the United 
States in the last twelve years has sur- 
passed, in magnitude, anything ever 
known in history. Nearly half the wealth 
of the United States is represented by 
**paper’’ of one kind or another, and about 
half of this paper is issued by corporations. 
The stocks and bonds of railroad, trolley 
and gas companies are fully equal, in face 
value, to the entire wealth of the United 
States in 1860: and to this must be added 
billions of dollars issued by the trusts and 
other *‘products of Wall street.’? We live 
in an ‘‘age of paper.’’ It seems as though 
the property of the world is rapidly disin- 
tegrating into pulp, to reappear again in 
the form of paper. 


A CENTURY ago the most highly-prized 
form of wealth was land. The capital in- 
vested in the stocks and credits of trade 
was trivial in amount when compared 
with the wealth represented by land, and 
the ambition of every merchant was to 
convert his profits ultimately into land and 
become identified with the ‘‘landed aris- 
tocracy.’’ Within an astonishingly short 
time, the tradition of the ages has been 
forgotten. In the twentieth century, the 
man of wealth dismisses with contempt 
the idea of investing his money in agri- 
cultural land. A few invest in city prop- 
erty which they can rent for commer- 
cial purposes, but the majority has turned 
its attention to bonds and stocks as the 
most highly-prized form of wealth. The 
palatial country home of old finds its mod- 
ern counterpart in a house on a crowded 
avenue, with a plain stone front and with 
side and rear walls of sewer brick. 


THE landed aristocrat was proud of his 
possessions, and would never part with a 
foot of his land excepting under dire neces- 
sity. The modern owner of paper conceals 
his wealth from public scrutiny, and. the 
sound of a financial leaf shaking in the 
breeze of public discussion will send him 
hurrying to the stock market where he can 
dispose of his paper and invest the money 
in some other kind of paper. The new sys- 
tem of property is, therefore, entirely lack- 
ing in the stability of the old. The op- 
portunities for speculation have been mul- 
tiplied a thousandfold, and wealth has be- 
come so uncertain that the millionaire of 
today is a pauper tomorrow. 


THERE are pessimists who think that the 
country is going to ruin, but the conserv- 
ative business man is inclined to wait and 
see, before undertaking any rash experi- 
ments in legislation. The great shearing 
of investors last year did more to educate 
the ordinary people on the subject of 
stock gambling than reformers could ac- 
complish by a century of argument or leg- 
islation. In the course of time, the ma- 
jority of people will learn that two and 
two do not make ten, and those who can 
not learn this simple lesson would lose 
their money anyway, even if they did not 
go into the stock market. Stocks and 
bonds will ultimately find their level, and 
the respectable corporations will go on do- 
ing good work in the world. 


MANY business men thought a few 
years ago that the trusts were going to 
take possession of the earth, but these 
fears have proved groundless. A trust can 
not destroy competition, but competition 
can destroy the trust that undertakes to 
collect excessive tribute from the people. 
The promoters of the Steel Trust, for ex- 
ample, dazzled the investors of the world 
by bringing together about a wagonload 
of paper, comprising the stocks of various 
corporations. On this paper they issued 
a mortgage of $300,000,000, and preferred 
and common stock for about a_ billion 
more, and for a time they were able to pay 
interest and dividends on this vast capital. 


THEY have found, however, that their 
paper does not restrain other people from 
going into the business of making steel. 
Competition has already forced them to 
give up the notion of dictating prices to 
the world. They may continue to hold 
their wagonload of paper, at whatever 
nominal valuation they may see fit to 
place on it, but the price of steel will be 
determined by the immutable laws of com- 
merce, Which no combination of men will 
ever be able tooverthrow. The people have 
suffered, and will always suffer, from the 
temporary ills of trade, but the greatest 
sufferers in the end are those who trifle 
with the unwritten laws of commerce, 
which decree that men who would make a 
permanent success of any business must 
be fair and honest in their dealings. 
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The flour output last week increased 6,- 
400 bbls. The quantity of flour turned out 
(week of Jan. 28) was 285,060 bbls, against 
319,295 in 1904, and 319,580 in 1903. There 
were 17 mills in operation today, and they 
are likely to produce something less than 
300,000 bbls for the week. In the same 
week a year ago, the production was only 
165,630 owing to quite a general shut-down 
of the mills for a few days. 

There were again varying experiences on 
the part of local millers as to trade for the 
week. One company reported a fairly 
good business, selling 50,000 bbls export. 
Of this, 35,000 was patent to go to the 
United Kingdom, and the remainder was 
of clears, sold in partto Japan. The grind- 
ing of Canadian wheat made this business 
possible. Of course the reduction in east- 
bound rates 3c per bbl] wasa helpful factor. 
Another company reported rather more 
interest from buyers late in the week, 
with total sales slightly improved. Others 
had nothing good tosay of the market, de- 
claring that conditions were about as bad 
as they very well could be. Merciless cut- 
ting of prices in the east was charged in a 
good many cases. Aside from the in- 
stances noted, no foreign business was re- 
ported. However, some bids from the 
Orient were today reported in the hands of 
millers. 

Millfeed has made a bad showing again 
for the week and is 50c per ton or more 
lower than last Tuesday. 


The range of prices asked by northwest- 
ern mills for patent is $5.75@6.10 per 196 
lbs in wood, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Eastern prices today (Jan. 31) asked by 
Minneapolis and outside mills for patent 
in wood, were: Boston rate points, $6.45 
(@6.55: New York rate points, $6.40@6.50; 
Philadelphia rate points, $6.35@6.45: Bal- 
timore rate points, $6.35@6.45; Albany rate 
points, $6.40@6.50; Utica, Syracuse, Hor- 
nellsville and Rochester rate points, $6.35 
(26.45; Ohio, lower peninsula of Michigan 
and Indiana, $6.25(@6.35; upper peninsula of 
Michigan, in sacks, $5.59(@6.05; Missouri 
points, $5.85@5.95; Wisconsin, Iowa and 
Illinois, $6@6.10. 

Of the 22 Minneapolis mills, the follow- 
ing 17 were in operation today (Tuesday) : 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

G. C. Christian, Christian mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
C, E and F mills. 

Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., A, 
B, Anchor, Palisade and Lincoln (Anoka) mills. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, D and E mills. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 


FREIGHT RATES REDUCED 


At a meeting in Chicago on Thursday, 
the railroads voted to reduce rates on flour 
from the northwest, effective Feb. 1, 1gc 
on export shipments and 2'4c on domes- 
tic. This leaves rates on the basis of 25c 
per 100, Minneapolis to New York, for 
domestic shipment, and 22!¢c for export 
shipment. The reduction in rates is an 
important one and places millers upon a 
much better foundation to do business. 
Naturally, shipments have been held back 
since the change was avnounced, and to- 
morrow shipments will show very heavy. 


VERY DULL BUSINESS 


The manager of a 1,500-bb] outside mill 
gives an idea of existing conditions in 
these words: **January has been the worst 
month for home trade that the writer has 
ever experienced in the milling business. 
Have not sold in the 30 days as much as 
we would ordinarily in one good day ina 
busy season. There is some foreign in- 
quiry, but bids are too low. We are run- 
ning only half time.’’ Another represent- 
ative niles writes: ‘‘Export business is 
impossible, even in clears and low grade.”’ 


February 1, 1905 


REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports from 40 northwestern 
mills (outside of Minneapolis and Du- 
luth) with a total capacity of 30,725 bbls, 
show that in the week ended Jan. 28, they 
made 127,795 bbls of flour (representing 
the consumption of approximately 650,000 
bus of wheat), against 141,310 in the cor- 
responding week of 1904. Foreign flour 
shipments, in the same week were 5,100 
bbls, against 13,690 a year ago. 

‘‘Outside mills’? report no change in the 
situation with them. At best, they are 
getting only scattering orders for flour, 
and with shipping directions on old or- 
ders coming slowly, they are running 
very lightly. 

Reports received weekly from ‘‘outside 
mills,’’ giving their output and exports, 
show the following figures. in harrels, 
from Sept. 1, 1904, to Jan. 28,’ 1905, with 
comparisons: 

Av'ge No. 
mills re- Daily —— Output —. —-Exports— 
porting cap’city 1904-5 1903-4 19045 1903-4 


Geixscuuce 33.835 2,989,890 3,477,475 145,805 515.920 
OUTSIDE MILLS REPORTING 
Minnesota— 


D. M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis. 
Seymour Carter, Hastings. 
C. S. Christensen Co., Madelia. 
L. Christian & Co., Minneapolis. 
Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
Everett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 
Fergus Flour Mills Co., Fergus Falls. 
Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls. 
Gooding-Coxe Co., Minneapolis. 
M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon. 
Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 
W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis. 
La Grange Mills, Red Wing. 
Lanesboro Milling Co., Lanesboro. 
Lindstrom Mill Co., Lindstrom. 
Mapleton Milling Co., Mapleton. 
Minnesota Flour Mill Co., Minneapolis. 
Montevideo Roller Mill Co.. Montevideo 
New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Prague. 
New Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
Phoenix Mill Co., Herman. 
James Quirk Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Simmons Milling Co., Red Wing. 
Sheffield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Sleepy Eye Milling Co., Sleepy Eye. 
Wabasha Roller Mill Co., Wabasha. 
Wells Flour Milling Co., Wells. 

North Dakota— 
Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore. 
Lidgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 
Missouri Valley Milling Co., Mandan. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Grand Forks and 

Valley City. 

South Dakota— 
Aberdeen Mill Co.. Aberdeen. 
Geo. C. Christian & Co., Redfield. 
Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton. 

lowa— : 
Fallgatter Bros., Marshalltown. 
Mystic Milling Co., Sioux City. 
Plymouth Milling Co., Le Mars. 
Shannon & Mott Co.. Des Moines. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


J. L. Tracy of the Minneapolis exchange, 
will spend a few weeks in Cuba. 

Dwight M. Baldwin has gone to old 
Mexico, to be gone about six weeks. 

The two Pillsbury mills will be kept 
in operation on Canadian wheat at least 
during February. 

C. H. Bishop of the C. H. Bishop Flour 
Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, was a visitor in 
Minneapolis early last week. 


The Farmers’ Elevator Co. at Waubay, 
S. D., is reported to have declared a divi- 
dend of 25 per cent for the year. 


The elevator at Claremont, Minn., of the 
Western Elevator Co., was burned last 
week. Loss reported at $10,000. 


The millers who wanted a low tempera- 
ture with which to freeze out the ‘‘bugs’’ 
in their machinery must have been pretty 
well satisfied with the weather in the last 
week. 


Brokers report conditions less favorable 
for working clears and low grade abroad., 
and they are doing considerably less for- 
eign business than they did through most 
of January. 


The Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., 
Ltd.. has registered at the patent office as 
a trade-mark applying to wheat flour, the 
word ‘‘Minnekahda.’’ It has been used 
since Jan. 1, 1904. 


Three trade-marks have been registered 
with the patent office by Dwight M. Bald- 
win, Jr., of Minneapolis, to cover wheat 
flour. They are: ‘‘Rising Sun;’’ ‘‘Golden 
Link;’”? ‘*Venus.’’ All have been used 
since Nov. 1, 1890. 

A controlling interest in the mill at Will- 
mar, Minn., operated under the name of 
the Willmar Milling Co., has been pur- 
chased by the New London (Minn.) Mill- 
ing Co., of which Marcus Johnson is pres- 
ident, and W. J. Pinney, manager. 


The cold weather of the last week has 
affected the Minneapolis water power 
considerably. The power company is en- 
forcing its rule as to priority of leases, so 
that those mills above No. 7 group are cut 
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out. The water available represents about 
130 mill powers (75 h-p each) or 60 per cent 
of a normal flowage. 


A common basis on which flour is sold 
by mills in interior points in Minnesota 
in straight or mixed car lots is: patent, 
$6@6.10 pre bbl in 98 and 49-lb sacks; 
straight, $5.80@5.90; first clear, $5.10. For 
lots of less than one car, 20c per bbl is 
usually added. For spot cash, a discount 
of 5¢e per bbl is made. 


Charles Silverson, president of the Eagle 
Roller Mill Co., finds that, as mayor of 
New Ulm, Minn., he has his troubles. In 
his official capacity, he has been active in 
efforts toward bringing to justice the mur- 
derer of Dr. Gebhardt, whoever he may 
be, and has been the recipient of many 
threatening letters and postal cards. 


A most unique advertisement in this is- 
sue of the Northwestern Miller, is that of 
the New Ulm Roller Mill Co. Manager 
Stockman hits off a common experience of 
millers in the northwest by saying: 
‘‘Would the gentleman who ordered flour 

arlier in the season kindly send us ship- 
ping directions and all will be forgiven.”’ 


At the annual meeting of the Salem (S. 
1D.) Milling Co., L. V. Schneider was elect- 
ed president; J. S. Sweinhart, vice-presi- 
dent; H. C. Tory, secretary and manager; 
L. S. Tyler, treasurer. The company 
earned profits of about 20 per cent 
for the year. The management was au- 
thorized to spend $4,000 for improvements 
to its mill. 


Representative Wells has introduced in 
the Minnesota legislature a bill which 
would prohibit all transactions in futures 
wr deals in which there are no actual de- 
liveries. It makes all such contracts void 
ind permits the recovery of money so in- 
vested. Representative Gjertson has also 
introduced a bill designed to suppress 
bucket shops. Legally organized boards 
of trade, chambers of commerce and stock 
exchanges are excepted in the latter. 

The Tri-State Grain Dealers’ Associa- 
tion, of which A. F. Brenner is president, 
is active toward educating farmers as to 
the need of using good seed wheat. Among 
other things, it will print in English, Swe- 
dish and German 10,000 copies of a treatise 
on seed wheat by Professor W. M. Hays 
and C. P. Bull. This will be circulated 
through the members of the association, 
with a view to acquainting every farmer 
within reach, with the importance of us- 
ing only seed of unquestioned quality. 

Three fire insurance bills have been in- 
troduced in the Minnesota legislature 
which are of interest to millers, grain men 
and others in the trade. One by Represent- 
ative Roberts authorizes sprinkler com- 
panies to begin business on a paid-up cap- 
ital of $25,000. Another by Representative 
Armstong, would permit Lloyd’s com- 
panies to transact sprinkler leakage insur- 
ance. Tbe third, by Representative Morse, 
would allow the organization of mutual 
grain dealers’ fire insurance companies. 

Average prices of grain paid to farmers 
at country points in the northwest today 
(Jan. 31) based on a freight rate of 10.2c 
per bu to Minneapolis on wheat, and 13c 
on coarse grain were as follows, per bu: 
Wheat—No. 2 northern, 99c; No. 3, 91c; 
No. 4, 80c; rejected. 52@67c, according to 
test weight. Flax—No. 1, $1.05; rejected, 
$1. Oats—No. 8 white, new, 29 lbs or more, 
22¢. Corn—No. 3 yellow shelled, 30!¢c. 
Barley—No. 1 feed, new, 40 lbs, 27¢; No. 2 
feed, 26c. Rye—new, No. 2, 6lc; No. 3, 
59c; rejected, 538@57c. 





MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


W. G. Clark is planning to build in the 
spring, an 80-bb] steam mill at Colton, § 
D. He has his machinery secured. 


Jobn J. Gerard has lately returned/s/rom 
Buffalo, and is now in MinneapoMs, giv- 
ing personal attention to the Washburn C 
mill. 


The mill at Buffalo Lake, Minn., owned 
by Haag & Noonan, has been sold to Au- 
gust Voeks of Fairfax, Minn., possession 
to be given March 1. 

James Pye, northwestern manager for 
the Nordyke & Marmop Co., has just re- 
turned from a brief visit to headquarters 
at Indianapolis, Ind. 


Joseph Santerre, who has been a miller 
at Hewitt, Minn., has bought the mill at 
Bowersville, Minn. I. W. Misensol will be 
associated with him. 


Seth Baker has given up his position as 
head miller for the Simmons Milling Co. 
at Red Wing, Minn., and is reported to 
have become interested in the mill at 
Welch, Minn. 


J. H. Hammill has come to Minneapolis 
to take charge of the branch office of the 
Allis-Chalmers Co. George J. Cadwell 
will look after the interests of the com- 
pany in the power department. 


Messrs. George Kent and Horace Chal- 
fant, of the Ogilvie mill at Winnipeg, and 
J. H. Smelzer of the Glenora mill, Mon- 
treal, have returned from their trip east- 
ward, and tonight leave for home. 
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Spront, Waldron & Co. of Muncy, Pa., 
make the sale of wood-split pulleys a fea- 
ture of their business, and they have 
shipped to C. H. Mohr, their agent in Min- 
es acarload which he will keep in 
stock. 


With very little mill building or repair- 
ing going on, many millwrights are out of 
employment in Minneapolis at the present 
time. However, they were pretty steadily 
employed last summer and fall at good 
wages, and have little to complain of. 


The National Brass & Metal Co. of Min- 
neapolis is shipping a carload of Hodges 
white bronze Babbitt metal to Tokio, 
Japan. This is the second carload that 
has been shipped by the company to the 
Orient, this month, the other going to 
Shanghai, China. 


Head & McClellan, of the Otter Tail 
County bank, have purchased the Battle 
Lake (Minn.) mill and after making im- 
provements, bringing the capacity up to 
200 bbls, will operate it. Steam is the 
power. The erection of a 20,000-bu eleva- 
tor will be undertaken the coming sum- 
mer. W.C. Head will act as manager. 
H. B.MWallum is head miler; Otto Ask- 
Ww, under miller; and Anton Olson, en- 
er. 


he Washburn-Crosby Co. has made 
hilip Kraft head miller of its D (Minne- 
apolis) mill and Thomas Spellman head 
miller of its E (Humboldt) mill. Mr. 
Kraft is a son of John Kraft who is super- 
intendent of the Washburn A and Bmills. 
Mr. Spellman has been a member of the 
E mill’s miller force for many years, and 
his promotion relieves John J. Gerard ofa 
few of his numerous duties. Messrs. 
Kraft and Spellman are old and faithful 
employees of the Washburn-Crosby Co., 
and very worthy of this recognition. _ 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


The stock of wheat in public elevators 
at Minneapolis last week increased 275,000 
bus. This made the stock in store 14,C03,- 
960, against 12,916,000 a year ago, and 15,- 
147,000 in 1903. 

No. 3 hard southwestern wheat is offered 
f.o.b. Minneapolis at 7@7!¢ce under Chi- 
cago May. No. 2 hard is nominally quoted 
at about the same as No. 1 northern in the 
Minneapolis market. 


Minneapolis mills last week ground ap- 
proximately 1,500,000 bus of wheat. Re- 
ceipts (less shipments) were 1,046,900 bus, 
against 1,795,320 in the preceding week, 1,- 
070,250 in 1904 and 1,560,000 in 1903. 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ended Saturday were 
1,791,000 bus, against 1,535,000 in 1904, and 
1,977,000 in 1908. Stocks in public eleva- 
tors at the two points are 2,788,000 bus 
larger than a year ago. 

About 500,000 bus of No. 3 elevator wheat 
was last week sold by leading Minne- 
apolis elevator concerns to a milling com- 
pany on the basis of 12c under the Minne- 
apolis May price. Some elevator man- 
agers felt that this was too cheap; that 
a price representing 10c under would be 
nearer right. 

The view that wheat prices are too high 
seems to be most generally taken on the 
Minneapolis exchange. However, some 
who have talked lower values are now tak- 
ing the opposite side. All agree that the 
market is a dangerous one to operate in, 
believing as they do that the market is 
likely to be run up or down as specula- 
tors may deem it to be their best interest 
to do. 
here has been a much better demand 
r spot wheat on the Minneapolis ex- 
change for the last five days, and all 
grades have shown appreciation compared 
with the May future. The fact that the 
mills were free buyers was construed as 
indicating that the demand for flour had 
materially improved. However, the flour 
trade did not appear to justify this inter- 
pretation. 

During the week ending Jan. 28, there 













were received at Minneapolis 1,621 cars of 


spring wheat. The following figures show 
the percentages of the different grades: 
No. 1 northern (including 2 cars No. 1 
hard), 6.74; No. 2 northern, 19.44; No. 3, 
23.15; No. 4, 28.45; rejected, 20.73: no 
grade, 1.49. The week previous, the per- 
centages were as follows: No. 1 northern 
(including 8 cars No. 1 hard), 7.10; No. 2 
northern, 17.44; No. 3, 25.71; No. 4, 81.00; 
rejected, 17.80; no grade, .95. 

Wheat receipts at Minneapolis last week 
—1,595,000 bus—decreased 812,000 bus, but 
were still 295,000 larger than a year ago. 
Of the total receipts, probably 130,000 bus 
were other than spring wheat. The big 
elevator companies quite generally report 
farmers’ deliveries in the country as very 
light, and the comparatively heavy re- 
ceipts at Minneapolis seem to be in the 
main furnished by the interior elevators. 
It continues to be a problem as to how 


much wheat the farmers of the northwest 


have back, but information coming 


through elevator and similar sources 
points to the quantity being smaller than 


usual, 


NORTHWESTERN WHEAT CONSUMPTION 


The attached table shows the output of 
flour and approximate consumption of 
wheat at Minneapolis and Duluth; also 
the output and consumption of wheat by 
44 ‘‘outside mills’’ with a daily capacity 
of 34,050 bbls, for the crop year--from 
Sept. 1, 1904, to Jan. 21, 1905—with com- 
parisons: 

——-1905-4-——. -1904-3--—— 
Flour Wheat Flour 
Minne- bbls bus bbls bus 

apolis. 5,767,930 29,801,000 6,408,960 28,840,000 
Duluth. 331,455 = 1,713,000 537.280 —.2,418.000 

mills .. 2,860,694 14,780,000 3,331,415 14,991,000 

Totals 8,960,079 46,294,000 10,277,655 46,249,000 

By the above statement, it will be ob- 
served that on the present crop, the Min- 
neapolis mills have made 641,030 bbls less 
of flour than 1893-4: the Duluth mills 205, - 
825 bbls less; and the outside mills, 470,721 
bbls less—a total decrease of 1,317,576 bbls. 
Allowing 414 bus of wheat to the barrel 
on the 1903-4 crop, and 5 bus and 10 lbs on 
the 1904-5 crop, the consumption of wheat 
is shown to have been 45,000 bus larger 
this year than in 1903-4. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


From Thursday until today, bran de- 
clined about $1.15 per ton. 


The reduction in freight rates represents 
50c per ton on milifeed. 


A large quantity of feed barley has been 
sold by Minneapolis grain firms for expor- 
tation to Japan. Also some corn and oats. 


The approximate price at which mills at 
interior point in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour is $16.50 
@16.60 for bran and shorts in 100-Ib sacks. 
When in 200-Ib sacks, 50c per ton less is 
asked; when in bulk, $1.50 per ton less. 

There is no trading in millfeed for 
March shipment at Minneapolis, values 
being considered too uncertain. The most 
d:+ferred shipment wanted is the last half 
of February, and prices for that are about 
the same as for prompt. 


Current prices of feed in mixed cars to 
points in Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa are, 
delivered in 100-lb sacks: bran, $16.50@ 
16.75; shorts, $16@16.25; mixed feed, $18.50 
(18.75, and flour middlings, $18@18.25 per 
ton. Red-dog, in 140-lb sacks, $18.50@18.75 
and in 100-lb sacks, $18.75@19. 

Business with local cereal mills is pretty 
dull, this especially being true of rye 
flour. Mills which are accustomed to do- 
ing a good eastern business, find that at 
the present time they are being out-com- 
peted by New York and Pennsylvania 
millers, who are making lower prices on 
flour than can northwestern manufactur- 
ers. The Minneapolis market for rye is 
much of the time affected and prices are 
kept comparatively high, by the compe- 
tition for northern grain from southwest- 
ern distilleries. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


The Illinois Central road has reduced 
export rates on corn 2c, making a rate of 
12c per 100 Ibs from Illinois points to New 
Orleans. 


On the market page of this issue will 
found a statement of the apportionment of 
the flour traffic on the Jakes for two sea- 
sons. 

On flour, feed, etc., going across lake, 
break-bulk, the differential of 1c off from 
all-rail rates, applies the same after Feb. 
1, as it has heretofore. 

The new freight rates on flour, which 
are effective on and after tomorrow (Feb. 
1) will be found in detail on the market 
page of this issue. 

A good many millers, feed dealers and 
others, having a considerable number of 
contracts in force on the basis of old rates, 
were gainers toasubstantial extent by the 
reduction in freight rates. 


The Soo and the Grand Trunk roads 
have put into effect tariffs making a rate 
on coarse grain for domestic shipment, of 
221¢c per 100 lbs, Minneapolis to Boston and 
common points. This is a reduction of 
2c. The export rate is 19c to Boston. 

Bradstreet’s says: ‘‘A cablegram an- 
nounces that the Belgian court of appeals 
has rendered a judgment to the effect that 
American through bills of lading issued 
by railroad companies have not the force 
of those issued by steamship companies 
and may be refused by Belgian con- 
signees.”’ 

Chicago Inter Ocean: ‘‘There is another 
surprise in store for the grain shippers 
and western railroads to figure over. Tt is 
the open rate of 13!¢c per 100 lbs from 
Kansas City to New Orleans, a cut of 4c. 
The Rock Island has met the cut, and 
there is now war on and more trouble to 
be adjusted.”’ 

James C. Andrews, traffic manager for 
the Pillsbury company, is interested in the 
purchase of the Brunswick hotel in Min- 
neapolis, for which $60,000 was paid. The 
new owners contemplate erecting a mcedern 
hotel in place of the existing building. 
The enterprise is not likely to induce Mr. 
Andrews to leave the Pillsbury company. 
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Through all-rail rates on flour reported 
obtainable from Minneapolis in cents per 
100 lbs today (Jan. 31) were: To London, 
27.94; Liverpool, 27.50; Glasgow, 28.50; 
Amsterdam, 32.50; Rotterdam, 31.50; Bris- 
tol, 29.50: Leith, 29.50; Copenhagen, 32.50; 
Christiania, 32.50; Antwerp, 28.50; Ham- 
burg, 31.50; Hull. 36.06; Newcastle, 26.06; 
Bremen, 31.50; Dublin, 32.00; Belfast, 
32.00: Dundee, 37.50; Aberdeen, 38.50; 
Manchester, 28.94; Southampton, 32.75. 


The Minnesota Shippers’ Association 
has made a complaint tothe state railroad 
commission alleging discrimination in fa- 
vor of shippers not members of the asso- 
ciation, in the waiving of car service 
charges. Among other things, it charges 
that favoritism is shown in this respect to 
shippers of rolled oats, pancake flour and 
other products of grain. The association 
asks for an order prohibiting such dis- 
crimination, ‘‘and for such other relief as 
may be just.’’ 





Death of Samuel W. Forsha 


KANSAS City, Jan. 31.—(Special Tele- 
gram.)—Samuel W. Forsha of the Forsha 
(Kansas) Milling Co. died at the Univer- 
sity hospital in Kansas City, Sunday after- 
noon. Mr. Forsha was brought here last 
November suffering of typhoid fever. He 
had a very severe attack, but was recover- 
ing splendidly and had almost regained 
his strength when an attack of pneumonia 
a week ago resulted in a relapse and in 
his death. The body was taken last night 
to Hutchinson where funeral services will 
be held 

R. E. STERLING. 





St Louis Millers’ Club Meets 


Str. Lovts, Jan. 31.—(Special Telegram. ) 
—The St. Louis Millers’ Club held its reg- 
ular monthly meeting and dinner at the 
Mercantile Club Monday evening. The 
president and other officers of the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange were present as guests. 
After dinner had been served, President 
Smith said the principal subject for dis- 
cussion would be the indiscriminate mix- 
ing of wheat that was carried on by St. 
Louis grain elevators, which was having 
the effect of lowering the standard and 
reputation of grain and flour shipped from 
this market. 

He gave a brief history of the grain laws 
of Missouri, saying that in 1889 a law was 
passed prohibiting the mixing of grains in 
elevators. In 1893, an amendment to this 
law was made which made it possible to 
mix grain and since then the practice had 
been growing worse. 

He then asked H. G. Craft to read a res- 
olution in favor of doing away with this 
amendment and which would be sent to 
the legislature. The resolution caused a 
great deal of spirited discussion in which 
the majority of the millers present were 
against passing the resolution for fear of 
making the market too narrow, thereby 
allowing it to be cornered easily. 

Marcus Bernheimer finally made a mo- 
tion that the question be submitted to the 
board of directors of the Merchants’ Ex- 
change, and this was carried. 

F. E. Kauffman made a strong plea to 
allow No. 2 hard wheat to be deliverable 
on contract at a differential in price and 
said he believed in throwing the market 
open to all kinds of wheat. W. C. Ellis 
did not think it was in the province of the 
club to petition the legislature or the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange to alter the law regard- 
ing mixing. H. H. Wernse thought the 
best way to secure better wheat was to ed- 
ucate the farmer to fertilize and rotate 
crops. 

Otto L. Teichmann, the new president of 
the exchange, gave an interesting address, 
saying millers must be careful not to 
make this market too narrow or they 
would drive away business. Charles Es- 
penschied, spoke for the Millers’ National 
Federation and told of the work done by 
Herbert Bradley in getting better regula- 
tions regarding the drawback on foreign 
wheat and said Mr. Bradley deserved great 
credit for his work. He read a telegram 
from Mr. Bradley as follows: ‘‘Attorney 
general’s decision handed to the secretary 
of the treasury is favorable to us for mixed 
wheat, but the treasury department has 
not yet published it.”’ 

The meeting then adjourned. 


C. F. G. RAIKEs. 





Buckwheat 


H. J. Klingler & Co., Butler, Pa: We 
note quite an improvement in the demand 
for buckwheat flour in the last week, and 
think the demand now has pretty general- 
ly exhausted supplies. We are still offered 
considerable grain, but it is not coming 
from first hands, and seems to be more in 
the nature of surplus supplies. When this 
surplus is snened on. there will be no way 
of replenishing, as the country is bare. 
Buckwheat has not followed the wheat 
market at all and flour is selling at such 
a low price that the contrast, when com- 
pared with wheat flour, seems out of pro- 
portion. 
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Milwaukee 


A. W. FRIESE, Agent, 30 Sentinel Building 
Special Correspondence 

There was no appreciable improvement 
noticeable in the Milwaukee flour market 
last week, although advancing futures and 
spot grain were expected to bring to the 
surface dilatory buyers who lived the pre- 
ceding week in the expectation of declin- 
ing markets. Trade was flat, and some of 
the milling fraternity said the situation 
never before looked so uncompromisingly 
bad. 

Few orders were booked, some being for 
patents, but the major portion for clears. 
Prices were held firmly on the basis of #6 
for hard spring patents in wood and $4.05 
(4.15 for city brands of rye in wood. 

Rye flour seemed almost as dull as the 
spring wheat product, and shipping direc- 
tions for both varieties came in slowly. 

The flour production last week was 32,- 
400 bbls, against 34,590 the preceding week, 
33,750 in 1904, 34,200 in 1903 and 46,500 in 
1902. 

The announcement made on Friday that 
rail freights eastward had been reduced 
2!5,¢ for domestic and 1c for export ship- 
ment caused buyers to change their ship- 
ping directions and hold everything for 
transit after Feb. 1. Only two Milwaukee 
millers reported any improvement in the 
situation so far as new business was con- 
cerned, while the remaining four said it 
was absolutely defunct. Two mills ran 
full time for the purpose of adding to 
stock, while the remainder were operated 
half time. Most of the millowners said 
they had little excuse for keeping in 
operation, and declared that unless there 
was a decided change for the better they 
would shut down for an indefinite period 
after the first of the month. Bookings for 
the month just closed were meager and 
none of the millers have any great amount 
sold ahead. 

The rye flour situation was as bad as in 
wheat flour. With prices #1.85 less than 
patents for fancy brands in wood, the 
buyers still held aloof, and not only was 
little new business placed, but shipping 
directions also came in slowly. 

Offal was also difficult to place, with 
prices closing at $15.50 for bran in 200-Ib 
sacks, although some millers were holding 
their product as high as #16.25. That 
dairymen and farmers were economizing 
by grinding their own feed was brought 
prominently to the front last week. Low 
prices for corn, oats and barley make ship- 
ments to market and the purchase of mill- 
feed unprofitable, and the departure of 
grinding their own feed by interior con- 
sumers cut cff a large slice of business 
which millers and shippers formerly en- 
joyed. 

The total production for the month of 
January was 115,690 bbls, against 154,049 
in December, 126,030 for January in 1904, 
162,000 in 1903 and 159,600 in 1902. 

Only the really choice spring wheat sold 
at all last week, millers rejecting the low 
and ordinary grades even the ordinary 
No. 2 northern being slow. The accumu- 
lation of unsold wheat was larger than for 
some time. 

tye Jacked the snap of the preceding 
week until the last two days, when an ac- 
tive demand from all classes of buyers 
started prices on the upturn once more, 
and carrying No.1 upto 82c, which was 
freely bid on Saturday. Millers wanted 
No. 1 and choice No. 2, which were in 
moderate supply. 

NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Chamber of Commerce memberships are 
still in active demand, and last week sold 
at $475 to $490. 

W. B. Wetherell, Milwaukee agent of the 
Erie road and Union Steamboat Co., went 
to New York last week to be absent sever- 
al days. 

. M. Riebs, father of J. Michael Riebs, 
local manager of the American Malting 
Co., died in Milwaukee last Thursday at 
the age of 71 years. 

J. E. Evans, western manager of the 
Au‘hor Line, was in Milwaukee last Tues- 
day, the guest of A. M. Millard, local rep- 
resentative of the company. 

A. William Goetz, Minneapolis, with 
Mrs. Goetz came to Milwaukee last Mon- 
day to celebrate their silver wedding an- 
niversary. They entertained their guests 
at the Deutscher Club. 

Milwaukee millers, shippers and grain 
men were elated when the reduction in 
freight rates was announced for Feb. 1, 
anticipating that it will stimulate busi- 
ness with the beginning of February. 

The Milwaukee office. of the Northwest- 
ern Miller is now installed in room 24 on 
the second floor of the Sentinel building 
on Mason street. Millers, shippers and 
grain dealers will be welcomed at the new 
quarters. 

Secretary W. J. Langson of the Milwau- 
kee Chamber of Commerce has sent circu- 
Jar letters to every member, asking them 
to write personal letters to their representa- 
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tives in congress, urging their support of 
pending railway legislation. 


A shipment of 50,000 bus No. 2 hard win- 
ter wheat went eastward via the Pere Mar- 
quette line .across Lake Michigan last 
Monday bound for New York, where the 
grain will be delivered to millers. Anoth- 
er consignment of 35,000 bus goes to the 
same firm this week. 

The city passenger and ticket offices of 
the Milwaukee road will move May 1 to 
the offices in the Martin block on the cor- 
ner of East Water and Wisconsin streets 
now occupied by the Crosby Transporta- 
tion Co., and the Crosby offices will then 
be in the adjoining store south on East 
Water street. 

W. N. Anderson is president of the Mil- 
waukee Curling Club this winter, and last 
Saturday skipped the rink, scoring the 
highest number of shots against the Wan- 
derers’ Curling Club for the Beddoe tro- 
phy at Parkside, Ill. Under his manage- 
ment, the Milwaukee Curling Club has 
acquired the largest membership it ever 
enjoyed. 

A. W. FRIESE. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Jan. 30. 


Head of the Lakes 


DWIGHT E. WOODBRIDGE, Agent 
416 Providence Bldg., Duluth, Minn. 


Special Correspendence 


The flour output last week fell off 8,520 
bbls, due to lighter running of one of the 
large mills. The total amount turned out 
was 12,110 bbls, against 20,630 the week be- 
fore and 18,280 in 1904. The same amount 
of capacity is moving this week and the 
outturn is not likely toshow much change 
one way or the other from that of last 
week. 

The upturn in wheat last week evident- 
ly stimulated business somewhat, as mills 
report satisfactory trade. Buyers were a 
little more active in making inquiries for 
flour, and mills placed some new business 
on their books. Old bookings were or- 
dered out with greater freedom. Another 
feature was the working of a round lot of 
clears for export to London. It is not un- 
likely that more trade will be passing that 
way in the near future as foreigners are 
showing more interest than formerly and 
their bids are coming closer to a working 
basis. 

Outside of that lot worked for abroad, 
sales were confined to domestic account, 
which absorbed the local output quite 
readily. Flour stocks are a trifle smaller, 
owing to increased movement, stocks now 
standing at 37,900 bbls, against 41,050 the 
week earlier and 30,630 a year ago. 

Grain in store at the Head of the Lakes 
is now more than 16,000,000 bus, with 7,- 
666,000 bus of flaxseed, 4,602,000 of wheat 
and 3,971,000 of oats. It is increasing slow- 
ly but steadily, though receipts are spas- 
modic; some days only eight or ten cars, 
others 100 or more. The amount of No. 
1 northern wheat in store is now more than 
1,000,000 bus, and is more than at any time 
on the crop.. There are pow about 6,000,- 
000 bus more grain here than a year ago. 

Corn receipts are beginning again, and 
it is understood that several million bush- 
els are to come this way between now and 
the opening of navigation. The Itasca ele- 
vator will receive several hundred cars, 
and the Peavey system is booked fora 
large amount. 


IMPERIAL MILL TO BE SOLD 


Negotiations are in progress for the pur- 
chase of the Imperial mill property, with 
the view of getting the 1,000,000-bu eleva- 
tor there into commission. The house 
was completed and never turned a wheel 
except for atest. It has been idle for the 
past three years and some repairs and im- 
provements will be necessary to make it fit 
for operation. The old mill has been 
pretty well stripped of machinery and is 
generally regarded as of little use for mill- 
ing purposes. The property as a whole is 
a valuable one. 





NOTES 

Jobn Miller, president of the 
Trade, is in California. 

Some flour is being sold here in small 
lots for export, which is a rather surpris- 
ing change from recent conditions. There 
is a demand for wheat from millers anda 
large early movement eastward is looked 
for. 

The wife of J. H. Cook of the firm of 
Gregory, Cook & Co. died suddenly of 
pneumonia on Sunday. Mr. Cook had been 
in the east for some time, and did not 
know of his wife’s illness. Her death was 
a great blow to a wide circle of friends. 

Most of the grain in store at the Head of 
the Lakes is on the Minnesota side of the 
bay. Superior is still agitating for a Wis- 
consin inspection system, and there are 
frequent articles and communications that 
show the strong desire for a chance at the 
inspection fees on the part of the Wisconsin 
side. 

S. A. Kemp, formerly secretary of the 
Board of ‘Trade, died on Sunday of paraly- 


Board of 


sis. He was a man much respected by all 
who knew him, a member of several fra- 
ternal organizations, and a _ very well 
posted freight man. He had been in the 
freight business both before and since 
holding his position as secretary of the 
board. 
Dwieut E. WoopBRIDGE. 
Duluth, Minn., Jan. 31. 


Philadelphia 


‘Special Correspondence 


There was no improvement in the de- 
mand for flour last week. Local jobbers 
and bakers, having ample supplies for near 
wants, showed little disposition to trade. 
In a few cases the spring wheat mills 
slightly raised their limits, but spot sup- 
plies were large and transactions were 
mostly in second-hand goods, which were 
available below manufacturers’ figures. 
Sales of fair to choice spring patent were 
reported at $6@6.20 per 196 Ibs in wood, 
and it was difficult to exceed the latter fig- 
ure on the general wholesale market, 
though a number of the fancy stencils 
were limited at higher figures. Clear and 
straight were dull and nominally steady 
at $4.25@4.60 for the former and at $5.€5@ 
5.90 for the latter, both per 196 lbs in wood. 

Offerings of Kansas flours were light 
and the market ruled steady, though dull 
at $4.65@4.90 for clear, $5.10@5.25 for 
straight, and $5.35@5.50 for patent, all per 
196 lbs in sacks. 

Supplies of winter were small, but de- 
mand was light and offerings were ample. 
Sales of Pennsylvania straight were made 
at $5.15@5.25 per 196 lbs in wood as to 
quality, while choice brands of western 
straight were held at $5.30@5.40. Patent 
was dull and largely nominal at $5.50@5.75 
per 196 lbs in wood as to brand. 

The city mills report a quiet trade with 
no important change in prices. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF BOARD OF TRADE 


At the annual meeting of the Board of 
Trade on Jan. 24, the following were elect- 
ed: president, Joel Cook; first vice-presi- 
dent, Thomas L. Gillespie; second vice- 
president, John H. Michener; third vice- 
president, William M. Coates; fourth vice- 
president, William D. Winsor; secretary, 
William R. Tucker; treasurer, Richard 
Wood; executive council, N. Parker Short- 
ridge, Edward R. Wood, Edward K. Steven- 
son, William H. Castle, Alexander C. Fer- 
gusson, Henry A. Fry, L. Y. Schermer- 
horn, Philip Godley. Edward H. Hance, 
Charles H. Harding, William H. Jenks, 
Edward F. Henson, C. Stuart Patterson, 
John M. Harper, John Alburger, J. L. 
Shoemaker, Louis S. Fiske, Alba B. John- 
son, Frank D. LaLanne, John F. Lewis, 
W. T. Robinson, J. Bertram Lippincott, 
Thomas E. Baird, John Sailer, Charles J. 
Cohen, James Boyd, Henry T. Townsend, 
Samuel T. Bodine, Charles B. Adamson, 
Robert Dornan, Robert E. Hastings, Mal- 
colm Lloyd, and John C. W. Frishmuth. 

Prec eding the election, Secretary Tuck- 
er read an exhaustive report of the work 
of the board during the past year. In re- 
viewing the board’s efforts toward secur- 
ing an appropriation for the continuance 
of the 30-foot channel project in the Dela- 
ware river, the report said ‘*There are no 
appropriations now available for continu- 
ing the improvement at the opening of the 
season of 1905, and there will not be unless 
the River and Harbor bill, now being con- 
sidered, shall become a law and provide 
an amount. The board has been most ac- 
tive, and, in fact, foremost, in furthering 
the movement for improvements. When 
work ceased early in December of last year 
1414 miles of the 30-foot channel had been 
dredged 600 feet wide, thereby moving the 
lower end of the 30-foot channel about 21 
miles nearer the port of Philadelphia. 


COMMERCIAL EXCHANGE ELECTION 





The annual meeting and election of offi- 
cers and directors of the Commercial Ex- 
change will be held on Tuesday. The fol- 
lowing have been nominated: president, 
John O. Foering, James L. King; vice- 
president, George P. White, William J. 
Koch; treasurer, Samuel C. Woolman ; di- 
rectors (six to be elected to serve two 
years), J. B. Pultz, Charles J. String, 
Charles TT. Fox, William McAleer, Jr., 
Samuel 8. Scattergood, A. Judson Stites, 
Watson W. Walton, Clarence W. Wagar, 
Penrose A. McClain, William R. Cornell, 
J. W. Beatty; directors (two to be elected 
to serve one year), Harvey C. Miller, 
George M. Warner, Joseph Bosler. 


GRAIN CHARTER CLOSED 


The second grain charter of the season, 
the British steamship Kittie, was closed 
on Tuesday to load 116,000 bus corn to 
Cork for orders. The vessel will load early 
in February. 

SAMUEL S. DANIELS. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 30. 





Farwell & Rhines, Watertown, N. Y: 
Feed trade is good. Flour is very dull. 
Buckwheat flour is extremely dull 


February 1, 1905 


Oregon 


Special Correspondence 


The flour trade with the Orient is deci 
dedly dull and shipments for the month 
just ending will show a very heavy de 
crease as compared with those for the first 
month last year. For the first - seven 
months of the current cereal year, the de 
crease from Oregon and Washington ports 
to the Orient will be fully 5€0,000 bbls, as 
compared with last season’s shipments for 
the same period. The war of course has 
had considerable effect in bringing about 
this result, but the high prices of wheat 
in this country have also contributed to 
bringing about the change, and hasslight- 
ly jarred the popular theory that if the 
Orientals once became bread eaters they 
would never curtail their demands. 

The dullness and small demand are not 
due to any lack of desire on their part to 
eat bread but to a limited purchasing 
power which will not admit of their buy- 
ing high-priced wheat flour. The business 
is far from’ being at a standstill, but the 
lots now going forward are of much small- 
er proportions than were in evidence a 
year ago. 

The steamship Arragonia, which sailed 
from Portland this week, took out about 
40,000 bbIs and the Keemun from Puget 
sound carried 31,000 bbls. The Great 
Northern's mammoth liner Minnesota had 
about 12,000 bbls on her maiden tri 
Some space engagements have already 
been made for the steamers scheduled to 
sail in February but thus far these reser- 
vations have been rather light. 

The French bark Eugenia Fautrel has 
just been chartered to load wheat and bar- 
ley at Portland for the United Kingdom 
at fourteen shillings, the lowest rate ever 
paid a grain ship sailing out of this port. 
The vessel was chartered by Balfour, 
Guthrie & Co. and will be dispatched next 
month. 

The ocean freight situation is so bad 
from an owners’ standpoint that two of 
the vessels now in port which came here 
with inward cargo have been ordered to 
take on ballast and sail to Australia for 
orders, where it is expected that better 
business can be secured. Were it not for 
the bounty paid by the French government 
it would be impossible for the Fautrel to 
show anything but a loss on the voyage, 
but the bounty is sufficient to pay operat- 
ing expenses and whatever may be secured 
for freight will be clear gain. 

California continues to buy heavily of 
Oregon and Washington wheat and the 
shipments from both Portland and Puget 
sound this month have been enormous. In 
wheat alone there has been shipped into 
California from the northern ports more 
than 2,000,000 bus, and the California buy- 
ers are still in the field for more. This de- 
mand has brought into the field a big fleet 
of small coasting steamers which make a 
very low rate on grain and flour. 

The regular liners also handle much of 
the business. One of these steamers, the 
Geo. W. Elder, struck a rock in the Colum- 
bia river about forty miles below Portland 
last week and became a total loss. Among 
other cargo she carried several hundred 
tons of wheat and flour. 


NEW MILL AT PORTLAND 


The new mill which has been construct- 
ed at St. Johns, asuburb of Portland, by 
the Jobes Milling Co., is now complete 
and ready for business. It is about six 
miles down the Willamette river from 
Portland and is reached by the O. R. & 
N. Co. which operates a line between St. 
Johns and its Portland yards. The mill 
also has an outlet by water on the Willam- 
ette river and the proprietors will build a 
large dock and warehouse for the storage 
of wheat and flour. Electric power is se- 
cured from the Oregon City falls, eighteen 
miles up the Willamette river. The mill 
has a capacity of 400 bbls a day, but will 
not run to its capacity until next season. 


WAREHOUSE BURNED 


The Pacific Coast Elevator Co.’s ware- 
house at Diamond, Wash., on the line of 
the O. R. & N. burned last night, with 35,- 
000 bus of wheat of which the company 
owned 20,000 bus the remainder belonging 
to farmers. Six box cars, loaded with 
wheat, on an adjoining side track also 
were burned. 


STEAMSHIP OLYMPIA DAMAGED 


The steamship Olympia, which cleared 
from Portland with a full cargo of oats 
presumably for Vladivostok, met with an 
accident in her engine room before she 
got well clear of the coast and put intoa 
British Columbia port for repairs, which 
will require about two weeks. 

Although the Olympia cleared with due 
regularity for a Japan port, it is the gen- 
eral belief that she is a blockade’ runner 
and ber final destination is one of the be- 
leaguered Russian ports. This belief is 
heightened by the fact that her owners 
were paid $15 a ton freight on the cargo, 
while the regular rate to the Orient is on- 
ly $5 a ton. 


Portland, Jan. 27. E. W. WRIGHT. 
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The flour output last week was again 
smaller. The total was 7,000 bbls, com- 
pared with 12,000 a year ago, 26,775 two 
years ago and 28,850 in 1902. 

Possibly a shade of improvement was 
seen in the flour trade during the last 
week, but it was not important. Prices 
were about as before, but there were more 
brokers who were doing business. The 
strength shown in wheat during the latter 
part of the week had some influence in 
effecting sales but it lacked a great deal of 
its power of some months agotostimulate 
business. 

The trade was regaled through the week 
with stories of immense business done by 
Minneapolis millers both for domestic and 
foreign account. The truth was so badly 
mixed in with inartistic falsification that 
discredit was thrown on seealy all of 
it. One of the stories told here was that 
the largest biscuit concern had bought 
200,000 bbls of low grade flour. This was 
alittle too strong for the palate of the 
prospective buyer and he mildly suggested 
that he was glad that his neighbor had 
been so well provided for. Another story 
included large exports including 30,000 
sacks of low grade for the Orient, and all 
from Minneapolis. 

Kansas hard winter wheat patents were 
changing hands during the week at $5.15@ 
5.25 but there was a great deal of irregu- 
larity in the prices that brokers quoted for 
spring wheat patents. These ranged all 
the way from $5.40 to $5.70 for best north- 
western srrings. Brokers quoting these 
prices, however, did not repurt sales. 

Rye flour was again in excellent demand 
with prices higher. Best white patents 
ranged from #4 to $4.25 and mediums, 
from $3.85 to $4.10. 

Millstuffs were lower and a slow sale. 
Bran was $16 per ton and middlings, 
$16.50@6.75 per ton in bulk. 


THE WHEAT MARKET 


Beyond a further shrinkage in the vol- 
ume of business and some recovery from 
the previous week’s shrinkage in prices, 
there was little of interest in the wheat 
market. The trade was down to the 
lightest possible basis of speculative trade. 
Local pit *‘scalpers’’ and the private wire 
firms with New York and northwestern 
connections were doing most of the busi- 
ness. The ordinary commission merchant 
was praction sy out of business except as 
an occasional local speeueeor of the larger 
sort ventured a small trade. 

The fact that the market congests so 
easily prevents ordinarily large traders 
from taking much of a venture at any one 
time. There is the feeling that the Wall 
street contingent has the market tight and 
can put it as much higher as it chooses— 
up to the limit, of course, of imports from 
other countries. 

There is the fear always, however, that 
the eastern traders whose interests in 
stocks are always paramount, may tire of 
the wheat deal, some member of the pool 
unload on bis fellows or something else 
occur that will lead to an unloading of 
wheat. Should the east attempt to un- 
load its holding it is conceded that prices 
would sell materially lower. This is the 
speculative situation. 

In the cash wheat line there has been an 
appreciation of prices in about the same 
ratio asin futures. Sales have been ex- 
tremely slow and there was nothing like 
the large demand for cash wheat that was 
reported in numerous dispatches of the 
‘‘wild-eyed’’ sort from Minneapolis. 
Toward the close of the week, however, a 
few brokers conceded a little more inquiry 
and just a trifle of increase in sales to 
millers. Nevertheless these were picayun- 
ish. The largest day reported sales of an 





aggregate of 35,000 bushels of miscellane- 
ous small mixed lots. 

Final influences bearing on the general 
situation were the estimates at the close of 
the week that the Argentine exportable 
surplus would be reduced 20 per cent from 
the total of last year—93,400,000 bus—and 
that Australia’s exportable surplus had 
also been cut down. 

May was the active trading future. 
Speculation was on such asmall scale that 
it was hard to see whether the July or 
September had increased their proportion 
of activity in comparison with the May or 
present crop month or not. May gained 
1%c, July %c and September 13¢c, as com- 
pared with closing of the preceding week. 


UNIFORM BILL OF LAVING DISCUSSED 


A conference was held last week between 
Levy Mayer and John B. Daish, attorneys 
for the American Shippers’ Association, 
with J. M. Glenn, secretary of the associa- 
tion and Frank Firth and others, repre- 
senting the railroads in the official classi- 
fication territory, at which conference the 
railroads agreed to withdraw the proposed 
uniform bill of lading form and substi- 
tute the form printed in classification No. 
25. 

The American Shippers’ Association 
was not ayreeable to this proposition and 
demanded a more equitable uniform bill 
of lading. The railroads then asked for 
further time to confer upon the subject 
and also asked for another conference with 
the shippers’ association. This was agreed 
to, with the understanding that there 
must be some disposition made of this 
matter before Feb. 15, on which date the 
shippers intend to continue their case be- 
fore the interstate commerce commission- 
ers. 

BREAD-TAG ORDINANCE PASSED 


There is just a little measure of relief 
in the ‘*bread-tag’’ ordinance passed by 
the city council of Chicago last Monday. 
It permits bakers to sell loaves of less 
than a pound weight by putting thereon a 
white tag 144 inches long, with the weight 
printed upon it in letters not less than % 
of an inch high. Under the old law, 
which put a penalty on bakers selling a 
loaf of less Fs one pound, the bakers 
were losing money. 

An indication of the losses they were 
sustaining has been given in the extra 
precautions that are being taken nowa- 
days in the supervisions of credits by sell- 
ers of flour. akers are being particular- 
ly watched, the recent condition of the 
wheat and flour trade making the condi- 
tions unfavorable for them. 


AGREEMENT AS TO CORN BUSINESS 


Western and eastern railroads came to 
an understanding last week that will put 
the Atlantic seaboard and Chicago in line 
for competition for corn business as far 
west as Nebraska, as against the Gulf 
lines that have been getting business dur- 
ing the last thirty or forty days. 

Eastern roads have empowered the west- 
ern to make any through rates from the 
Missouri river to the seaboard unecessary 
to compete, the eastern to take sixty and 
the western forty per cent of the business. 

Chicago is now the basing point as_be- 
tween the east and the west, instead of 
the Mississippi river. Peoria aud St. 
Louis are in the same class as Chicago. 

Subsequently, the eastern roads met and 
restored the rates in effect before the ad- 
vance of Dec. 5. This was a reduction of 
1c of export and 2'gc on domestic busi- 
ness. This makes the rate Chicago to the 
seaboard on export business 13!¢c per 100 


S. 

There has been no equalizing of the lo- 
cal and the through rate between Chicago 
and Omaha on business originating this 
side of Omaha. The result is, that Chica- 
go is bidding only 35c per bu at Des Moines 
for corn and up to 41c at Omaha. 

Some corn bought in Iowa is shipped 
west to Omaha on the short local haul 
and then back through its original station 
to Chicago ou the through rate. If the 
rate on Iowa corn to Chicago were reduced 
to the same as that on Nebraska corn here 
it would mean a cut of over 50 per cent. 
The western roads have not yet adjusted 
the Iowa rates but expect to doso. The 
Illinois Central and the Chicago & East- 
ern Illinois roads have put in a low rate 
from Illinois points to New Orleans—12c 
per 100 lbs, as compared with l4c previ- 
ously. 

FREIGHT RATES 


Through rates on wheat Chicago to 
Liverpool are 13c per bu, on corn, 12.46 per 
bu. Flour is 24.44c per 100 lbs and provi- 
sions, 35°¢c per 100 lbs. The new tariffs 
eastbound from Chicago to the Atlantic 
seaboard are as follows: 

From Chicago FromMiss.riv’r 

A B A B 


To— 


Boston ..............- 19% 13% 22% 16 
Now YorR ........+.- 17% 13% 19% 16 
Philadelphia......... 15% 12% 17% 15 
Baltimore ........... 14% 11 16% 14% 
Newport News...... 14% 11 16% 14% 


A—Domestic. B—Export. 

Flour rates are 20c domestic and 16%c for ex- 
pore. Provisions are 30c per 100 lbs, Chicago to 

ew York, 
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TO GRIND CANADIAN WHEAT 


B. A. Eckhart, president of the Eckhart 
& Swan Milling Co., announced today 
that his firm would begin at once to grind 
Canadian wheat and export the products. 
It will work under the drawback plan and 
has made an initial purchase of Canadian 
wheat. The flour made from the wheat 
has already been booked to a foreign firm. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Memberships to the Chicago Board of 
Trade are now held at $3,000. One sold on 
Thursday at this price, the buyer to pay 
the dues for 1905. 


O. A. Thorp of O. A. Thorp & Co. of 
this city, prominent in the exporting bus- 
iness, died at his home in this city last 
Wednesday. Some time ago Thorp & Co. 
handled more or less flour for export. 


W. L. Finton. representing the Concrete 
Elevator Co. of Minneapolis, Minn., was a 
visitor at this office Saturday. Mr. Fin- 
ton represents the Concrete company in 
Wisconsin and makes his headquarters at 
Appleton. 


R. S. Johnston and Harry Watson of the 
Star & Crescent Milling Co. spent part of 
last week at Denver, Colo., with Clinton 
Briggs, who still retains a large interest 
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in the firm with which he has been con- 
nected for years. 


J. P. Horton of the Grand Rapids (Wis. ) 
Milling Co. was here Saturday conferring 
with his local representative, Charles H. 
Meyer, with reference to the Chicago 
‘trade. Mr. Horton is an extensive pro- 
ducer of rye flour and has a considerable 
trade here and elsewhere for this grade of 
mill product. 

J.H. Leary. of the Lanesboro (Minn.) 
Milling Co. has been making a trip 
through Wisconsin and northern Illinois 
as well as Chicago, and visited this office 
Saturday. He said that the receipts of 
wheat at Lanesboro are liberal and his 
company has had no trouble in obtaining 
all the grain needed for milling. 

There were two sales of flour from Chi- 
cago for export during the last week. 
One was of patent by Eckhart & Swan, 
the price not being counted mercantile 
from a profit-taking standpoint but the 
sale made more for the purpose of keep- 
ing the owners’ brands in view. Tke 
other sale was of the grade known as ‘‘ex- 
port patents’’ and was also at a low price. 
Neither was of large quantity, a few thou- 
sand sacks. Nevertheless, these were the 
first export sales of flour that have been 
made from here in a long time. 


C. H. CHALLEN. 





WHEAT RAISING IN MANCHURIA 


Japanese-Russian War Brings Important Changes—Bakeries and 


Mills Springing Up 


Generally—Interview 


With a War Correspondent 


‘*For centuries Manchuria, practically 
speaking, has been a truck garden. It is 
fast becoming a wheat field.”’ 

This is the way in which Captain J. F. 
J. Archibald, war correspondent of Colli- 
er’s Weekly in the Orient, sums up a con- 
dition of importance to the millers of the 
country. The captain, a profound student 
of industrial as well as of military affairs, 
is now on his way to New York City from 
the Pacific coast, where he arrived in Jan- 
uary, and he expects to return to Man- 
churia some time in the spring. He de- 
clares that whatever the result of the war, 
it has already taught the Chinese a great 
Jesson in that it has persuaded them of the 
value of wheat flour asa food. In an in- 
terview at Los Angeles, the captain said: 

‘‘During the campaign between the Rus- 
sian and Japanese armies which has now 
come to a temporary halt because of the 
intense cold, I was afforded exceptional 
opportunities for observing conditions in 
Manchuria, and was constantly astonished 
at the great changes I saw going on there. 
The country about Mukden, where the two 
armies now face each other, is a vast 
plain, of which practically every foot is 
under cultivation. Before the war, the 
crops were almost entirely what we, in 
America, would term garden truck. To- 
day, a remarkably large percentage is 
wheat; and meanwhile hundreds of bak- 
eries and small mills have sprung up, all 
over the country. 

‘*‘What is more, the Chinaman is raising 
wheat, not to sell to the opposing armies, 
but for his own consumption. Manchuria 


is a succession of small farms. It is dense- 
ly populated, and covered with little vil- 
lages, each of which now has its mill 
and bakery. The Chinaman raises just 
twice as much wheat as he expects to 
need, one-half of it going to the miller 
for toll, and the other half being ground 
and returned to him in the shape of flour. 

‘*Thus the war has accomplished some- 
thing that years of endeavor on the part 
of American exporters has been unable to 
bring about. Wheat flour has been used 
but little by the great Chinese middle 
classes. But I believe that day is past 
and that Manchuria is destined to take her 
place shortly among the world’s great 
granaries. As to the effects upon the 
American market, I am not prepared to 
speak; but the fact remains that the 
Chinaman is now growing and consuming 
wheat, a cereal which he understood but 
— years ago, and cared for still 
ess. 

Captain Archibald was with Kuropat- 
kin’s army in Manchuria, and remained 
there until the advent of cold weather. 
His views, therefore, are those of a man 
who himself saw the things of which he 
speaks, and who, moreover, realized their 
importance. 

J. SIDLE LAURENCE. 





H. S. Lewis, manager Mapleton (Minn. ) 
Milling Co: Business last week abso- 
lutely ‘‘nil.’”? Have never seen the flour 
business so dull. Feed demand only fair. 
Farmers’ deliveries of wheat were a good 
deal heavier than for some time. 





FOUR MONTHS’ WHEAT INSPECTION 


The subjoined table gives the receipts of 
wheat by grade and in carloads at Minne- 
sota points where there is official inspec- 
tion, during four months, from Sept. 1 to 
Dec. 31, in 1904, 1908 and 1902, the basing 


WHEAT INSPECTED 











1 Hard, No.1, No.2, No.4, 

cars cars cars cars 
Minneapolis.... 67 5.527 8,831 10,557 
Se 344 3,873 3,733 3,955 
St. Uloud....... .. 53 166 42 
New Prague... .. 37 19 56 
Sleepy Eye.... .. 91 374 253 
Totals...... 411 9,581 13,123 14,863 


figures being furnished by the state grain 
inspection department at St. Paul. The 
grades included are No. 1 hard: No. 1 
northern; No. 2 northern: No.3; No. 4: re- 
jected ; no grade; macaroniand other kinds: 


FOUR MONTHS IN 1904 
No. 4, Rejected, N.G., Macaro- Other, Total, 





cars cars cars ni, cars cars cars 
11.507 9,039 1,756 334 6,035 53,553 
3,165 1,460 628 1,080 3,143 
47 3 RAE 30 
7 2 m savas 106 
152 136 3 = > asenk 
14,878 10,640 2,389 1,418 9,314 





PERCENTAGES OF SPRING WHEAT 


Total spring wheat, 65.885 cars. 


Percentages of spring: No. 1 northern and No.1 hard, 15.17; No. 2 northern, 19.92; No. 3, 


22.56; No. 4, 22.59; rejected, 16.13; no grade, 3.63. 


WHEAT INSPECTED— FOUR MONTHS IN 1903 


1 Hard, No.1, No.2, 

cars cars cars 

Minneapolis... 66 7,904 14,427 
ON a 62 8,071 7,998 





ON OT a 188 192 
New Prague............- bee “Saiaiee 33 
128 16,223 22,650 

Total spring wheat, 67,110 cars. 








No. 3, Rejected, N.G., Macaro- Other, Total, 


cars cars ears ni,cars cars cars 

8,095 4,840 9,087 72 5,004 51,054 

1,766 1,634 2,581 1,442 323. (23,877 
17 3 BP ieee 10 413 
45 1 Oe Pos saac 229 395 


9,923 6,478 11,708 2,163 6,466 75,739 





WHEAT INSPECTED—FOUR MONTHS IN 1902 


1Hard No.1, No.2, No. 3. 
cars : cars cars 

Minneapolis.. 1,165 13,334 20.141 8,308 

Duluth. ...... 1,100 16.220 10,386 1,287 

M6, OCloud..... soe» 289 30 2 

pO rrr 62 112 
Totals. cars 2,265 29,843 30.619 9,704 
Total spring wheat, 84,803 cars. 











No. 4, Rejected N.G.,Macaro- Other, Total, 





cars cars cars nil, cars cars cars 
wanes 5,227 4,603 98 eveies 52,771 
osese 1,743 729 283 6 31,704 
aeshe'.c: Seshe. |  ehecho we ‘isesbu  seoee 821 
: 27 oe. pasta sheen 244 
‘ahi 6.997 5,375 331 96 85,230 


Nore—In 1903 and 1902, Sleepy Eye was not an inspection point. 
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With all the swing in wheat prices this 
last week, there has been very little change 
in flour prices and the volume of business 
has been unusually small. Part of this 
was due to the storm which tied things up 
completely for two days and on Friday 
and Saturday there was very little doing. 
It was possible to handle flour on the 
docks and to lighter it, but to move it in 
the streets excepting in very small lots 
was out of the question as only a few 
streets were clear until Saturday. The 
transportation in the harbor was slow, as 
there was a great deal of ice, and it was 
difficult for tugs to handle more than one 
carfloat instead of two big floats as usual. 

The price of standard spring patents was 
held at $6.25@6.30 all the week, notwith- 
standing the fact that wheat went up two 
or three cents a bushel. Buyers were no 
more willing to pay the advance late in 
the week than they were early and it was 
difficult to get bids in any line over #6. 

Of course, no matter what conditions 
are, there is some one who isa forced buy- 
er, and small sales were reported at #6 to 
$6.15. 

There seems to be enough flour to be 
had just under the mill limits to satisfy a 
zood deal of the trade. 

Business this season has been a very 
spasmodic one: trade will drag and drag 
with bids out of line up to a certain point, 
and then there will come a few days of 
large trade and everyone will be filled up, 
after which limits will advance and trade 
will be dull again. 

The range on spring wheat patents ap- 
pears to be ull the way from about $5.70 
up to $6.10, with the limits from ten to 
twenty cents over these figures on fresh 
shipments from mills. 

Spring clears have been dull, and for the 
ordinary run trade is around $4.20@4.30, 
and for very choice, strong clears, sales 
have been made as bigh as $4.60. 

Winter flour is dull and featureless. 
Some sales have been made at #5.20(5.35 
this last week, but it was not an active 
market and transactions were only in 
smail lots, with buyers satisfied with just 
enough to supply current needs. 

Offerings by the mills are in rather small 
lots, but there seems enough flour here to 
satisfy requirements. 

Kansas flour is dull and sales have been 
made at $5(@5.15 for patents in sacks, with 
quotations for other pecans running from 
$5.20 to $5.30 although the mills are asking 
from ten to twenty cents over these fig- 
ures, and it is practically impossible to 
ask fresh business from the mills except- 
ing at concessions. 

There is quite a stock of Kansas flour 
here, and some of this flour has _ been 
carried over several months, so that the 
reselling is satisfying the trade. 


NEW YORK’S BLIZZARD 


The storm of Wednesday was the worst 
New York has experienced since the fa- 
mous blizzard of 1888 and it tied up all the 
railroads so that trains were from two to 
twelve hours late and some were out of 
business altogether. The New Jersey Cen- 
tral was the only suburban road which 
was able to handle trains every day. It 
was several days before some of the roads 
were able to get traffic in anything like 
schedule time and some of the branch 
lines were not able to open traffic for sev- 
eral days. 

The effect on business was completely to 
paralyze all kinds of traffic and the attend- 
ance on the Produce Exchange the day 
following the storm was very small. There 
was only a little business the last few 
days of the week. 


~ ° 
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DEATH OF TWO FLOUR MEN 


Notice of the death of two prominent 
flour men was posted on the Produce Ex- 
change Saturday. The first notice posted 
was that announcing the death of J. J. F. 
Randolph, who had been a prominent 
member of the flour trade many years and 
who, for a long time, was head of the firm 
of Randolph, Paige & Co. 

Mr. Randolph had been in good health 
and it is understood that he died suddenly 
as the result of over-exertion during the 
heavy storm of the past week. Mr. Ran- 
dolph’s death did not come as a shock to 
his friends, however, for he was well ad- 
vanced in years. 

The announcement of the dcath of Evan 
Thomas of Evan Thomas & Co. was de- 
cidedly a shock. Mr. Thomas was on 
*change Friday and was in good health. 
He was killed Saturday morning by fall- 
ing from a window of his home. It is sup- 
posed that he was attacked with vertigo. 
Mr. Thomas was one of the prominent 
members of the flour and corn products 
trade and was president of the Produce 
Exchange from 1890 to 1894. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


John 8S. Pillsbury of the Pil!sbury-Wash- 
burn Flour Mills Co., Minneapolis, was in 
New York last Friday. 


It is stated that stocks of flour are being 
reduced considerably this month and it 
is expected that the Feb. 1 statement of 
stocks will show some little reduction. 

W. H. Burtt, representing the Centenni- 
al Mill Co. of Spokane, Wash., was here 
last Friday on business. Mr. Burtt has 
placed a considerable amount of flour in 
the east during the last few months. He 
expected to remain here several days, but 
was called to Boston. 


The Dan Valley Mills of Danville, Va., 
have purchased the plant at Lynchburg, 
Va., formerly operated by S. C. Hurt & 
Son. This mill will be remodeled and its 
capacity increased to 800 bbls. The re- 
modeling will be under the supervision of 
the A. E. Baxter Engineering & Appraisal 
Co. of Buffalo, N. Y. 

The steamship California has recently 
arrived here via Cape Horn, bringing 17,- 
000 140-1b sacks of Pacific coast four. The 
flour arrived in perfect condition notwith- 
standing the fact that it crossed the equa- 
tor twice while in transit. The trip was 
made in about 75 daysand the ship arrived 
one day in advance of her specified time. 


Reports from Albany were that the at- 
torney general of the state had rendered a 
decision to the effect that contracts which 
have been opened for the barge canal are 
legal, and it is expected that the awards 
will be made at once. The opposition 
forces have been putting up a hard fight 
to kill the canal project anda large dele- 
gation of New York business men went 


to Albany last week to confer with the ° 


governor and to urge him to push matters 


along. 
A. L. RUSSELL. 





THE DIFFERENTIALS HEARING 


Resumption of Adjourned Session Be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce 
Commission 


The hearings in the differentials case 
were resumed in Washington, D. C., be- 
fore the interstate commerce commission 
on Wednesday, Jan. 25. John B. Thayer, 
fifth vice-president of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Co., who was on the stand when 
the hearings adjourned at Philadelphia, 
Nov. 23, continued his testimony. He was 
cross-examined by the counsel for both 
New York and Boston. 

Charles S. Hamlin, counsel for the Bos- 
ton Board of Trade, tried in various ways 
to get Mr. Thayer to assume certain things 
in answer to hypothetical questions, but 
without materially altering his former 
testimony. Mr. Thayer said his testimony 
related only to inland rates, and he had 
nothing to do with ocean rates. He said 
the steamship companies from Philadel- 
phia had to charge higher ocean rates, as 
the cost of transportation is higher from 
Philadelphia than from New York and 
Boston as the distance is greater. Mr. 
Thayer further said: 

**My point has been that it is not a ques- 
tion of differentials, but the inland rate is 
lower to Philadelphia than it is to New 
York and Boston and properly so. If 
there is any reason why a lower rate 
should be made to those cities, it is up to 
New York and Boston to prove it. The 
lower rate to Philadelphia is necessary to 
secure a proper share of traffic to that 
port as against New York and Boston, in 
view of the higher ocean rates that must 
be secured to the steamship companies 
from Philadelphia, in consequence of the 
greater distance to European ports.’’ 

Abel E. Blackmar, chief counsel for the 
New York interests, cross-examined Mr. 
Thayer. He was no more successful in 
confusing the witness than Mr. Hamlin. 
‘‘What is a differential?’’ asked the attor- 
ney. ‘‘It isa lower rate by passenger or 
freight than is granted or taken by a line, 


railway or water, because of its disability 
when compared with a standard line,’’ 
said Mr. Thayer. 

**Then it is a difference which is always 
made in view of competitive conditions?” 
‘“Of course,’’ replied Mr. Thayer. 

**Whenever we find a standard or arbi- 
trary difference in rail rate, which is made 
solely in view of competitive conditions, 
would you call it a differential?’? Mr. 
Thayer replied, ‘‘Yes, if between equal 
points.”’ 

Silas W. Pettit, counsel for the Phila- 
delphia trade bodies, then called Frank L. 
Neall as the next witness, for the purpose 
of, showing that some of the statements 
made by the New York men were at vari- 
ance with the figures given by the New 
York Produce Exchange, and in some in- 
stances it made a difference of from 250,- 
000 to 500,000 bus. This statement created 
a wrangle between the lawyers on both 
sides, but Mr. Neall, on the suggestion of 
the commission, continued his statement. 
He contended that the figures submitted 
were inaccurate and the tables full of in- 
accuracies. He dwelt at length upon the 
various so-called misstatements. 

This brought forth a general denial by 
Counsel Blackmar, and he tried to show 
that the statements submitted by the 
Philadelphia merchants were also inaccu- 
rate. He referred to a certain exhibit, and 
said it was misleading, as well as inaccu- 
rate. Mr. Neall calmly said that state- 
ment was taken in full from the annual 
report of the New York Produce Ex- 
change. After a few more inaccurate 
statements had been shown, Philadelphia 
for the time being decided to close its case. 

In order to permit a number of western 
witnesses to give their testimony and go 
home, Counsel Daisch, representing the 
Baltimore merchants, called to the stand 
E.S. Reynolds of Crawfordsville, Ind., who 
is president of the Indiana Grain Dealers’ 
Association. He contended that the differ- 
ential should be maintained, and his asso- 
ciation stands for the maintenance of these 
differentials, as it gives to them more com- 
petition to the seaboard as well as the 
broadest market. 

C. H. Tingley of Columbus, Ohio, ship- 
per of grain and seed to the amount of 
from $2,000,000 to $4,000,000, and president 
of the Ohio Grain Dealers’ Association, 
favored the differentia] rate. He said Bal- 
timore gave the shippers better satisfac- 
tion than New York, and the grading of 
the grain was more satisfactory. His as- 
sociation at its last annual meeting had 
drawn up resolutions requesting the inter- 
state commerce commission to maintain 
the present differentials. 

S$. S. Tanner of Miami, Ill., and also J. 
W. Sale of Brooklyn, Ind., were in favor 
of maintaining differentials; as the 
abolishment of these would greatly oper- 
ate against the shippers of the west. With 
the close of Mr. Sale’s testimony, Balti- 
more began its side of the maintaining of 
differential freight rates to that city. 

After the introduction of a number of 
statistical tables, Robert Ramsay of Pat- 
terson, Ramsay & Co. was called to the 
stand. He denied several statements made 
by the New York business men, and in- 
sisted that the differential was necessary 
for the maintenance of Baltimore’s export 
trade. Among other things, he said: 
‘**We can not afford to carry ocean freights 
as low as from New York and Boston, as 
we have a longer haul and greater expense 
in maintenance.”’ 

He insisted that Baltimore was entitled 
to inland differentials and that it should 
not be less than three cents. In. the case 
of provisions he estimated it should be five 
cents. 

Most of Thursday morning’s time, was 
taken up by Counsel Hamlin in cross-ex- 
amining Mr. Ramsay. The former dwelt 
almost exclusively on ocean rates and the 
various sizes of the vessels engaged in the 
transportation business. While consider- 
able time was given to the cross-examin- 
ation of the witnesses, little that was of 
consequence was brought out. 

J. F. Upham, a steamship agent of Chi- 
cago, said that in order to get business via 
Baltimore it was necessary to have a dif- 
ferential favorable to that city. 

John M. Snyder, a grain dealer of Balti- 
more, was emphatic in his declaration 
that the differential rates should be main- 
tained. Baltimore without the differen- 
tials, would be wiped off the map as a 
grain port. The same conditions prevail 
as to Philadelphia. 

Richard Gambrill of Chicago, Ill., said 
he had been in the grain business for years 
and had sent a large amount to Balti- 
more. Last year he had to seek other 
ports, and he sent some by Montreal, as 
well as three lots by Boston. The grain 
forwarded by Montreal he paid a freight 
rate of 3%c from Chicago, while the 
freight to Baltimore, including the eleva- 
tor charges, was 5°¢c. 

J.C. Gorman of the Atlantic Transport 
Co. told how steamers were withdrawn 
from Philadelphia and Baltimore on ac- 
count of the inability to secure business, 
owing to the higher ocean freight rates 


from those ports than from New York and’ 


Boston. 
The hearing was resumed on Friday, 
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when appeals for the retention of the 
three-cent differential for Baltimore on ac- 
count of the short land and long ocean 
distance occupied the greater part of the 
session. 

John M. Dennis testified that Baltimore 
shipping interests could not live on a 1'¢c 
differential in grain rates. 

Charles England said that since the dif 
ferential was cut there had been little busi- 
ness done in the differential territory. He 
said when the differential was five toeight 
cents, New York merchants established 
branches in Baltimore, but they left when 
the.differential was cut to three cents. 

Charles C. MacGill of the C. A. Gam- 
brill Co., export flour. merchants of Balti- 
more, testificd that-abeut half the flour 
exported by his company is exported via 
New York, notwithstanding that its mill 
is within ten miles of Baltimore. The 
Baltimore business, he said, coald not ex- 
ist on equal through rates. 

Blanchard Randall, senior member of 
Gill & Fisher, said that the grain trade in 
Baltin:ore had been anything but presper- 
ous, and attributed this to the reduction 
of the differential from 8c to I!gc. He 
agreed with the other witnesses it should 
be at least three cents. 

H. G. Hilken, agent for the North Ger- 
man Lloyd Steamship Line at Baltimore, 
expresscd the belief that if the differential 
in favor of Baltimore were removed, the 
number of ships from that port would be 
redticed and ultimately fade away. 

The hearing on Saturday was devoted 
largely to the testimony of C. S. Wright, 
manager of freight traffic of the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad Co., who cunfirmed all 
that had been said previously by John B. 
Thayer, fifth vice-president of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad. 

The general run of the testimony would 
indicate that Philadelphia and Baltimore 
are entitled to favorable differentials, be- 
cause they are nearer to the west than 
New York or Boston, and as ocean rates 
from the latter ports. to Europe are lcwer 


‘than from Philadelphia and Baltimore 


beeause the distance is nearer. Without 
the differentials, the southern Atlantic 
ports would not be able to do any export 
business. 

SAMUEL 8S. DANIELS. 


Boston 
Special Correspondence 


There was little of interest in the local 
flour market during the past week other 
than a slight reduction in the asking 
prices for both spring and winter wheat 
brands. . 

A fair volume of trade was reported but 
this was mostly at second brands consid- 
erable flour being sold in this way. Mill- 
ers’ agents however, report very little in- 
quiry, with the situation dull and unin- 
teresting. 

There was some inquiry on round lots 
for future delivery, but there was nothing 
realized. It goes to show, however that 
the trade is in the market for flour before 
many weeks, the question of price being 
the prime factor or hindrance at the pres- 
ent time. 

There has been more anxiety shown by 
some of the millers for orders during the 
past week, and low prices have been named 
by some of them for contracts for future 
delivery. Some of the country millers in 
the northwest offered spring patents at $6 
per bbl for future delivery. The flour 
offered was of good repute and supposedly 
up to standard. 

These low prices have not helped the sit- 
uation, and New England buyers are now 
more cautious than ever. The fluctuations 
in prices have caused buyers to look for a 
further decline and until conditions be- 
come more settled the market is sure to 
remain dull. 

Standard brands of Minneapolis patent 
are held at $6.50@6.55 per bb. in wood, 
but there is not much inquiry at these 
prices. Regular country brands of Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin and Dakota patents are 
held at $6.45 per bbl, but there are good 
flours offered at $6.25@6.35 per bbl in 
wood. Michigan spring patents quoted at 
$6.35(@6.45 per bbl. y 

The demand for Kansas hard wheat pat- 
ents is quiet, with the market generally 
firm, although there is-some. desire to se- 
cure business by cutting prices on some 
brands. The general range of patent is 
$5.75(@5.90 per bbl, with a few millers quot- 
ing up to #6. Some so-called patents are 
offered at $5.65 per bbl. 

Soft winter wheat flour from Ohio, In- 
diana, Michigan and New York is quoted 
lower, with the demand quiet. Patents 
are quoted at $6.10 per bbl as an outside 
price, with the general asking range about 
$5.95@6 per bbl. A few mills are offering 
their product as low as $5.85 per bbl. Win- 
ter wheat straights take a wide range, ac- 
cording to reputation, $5.50@5.80 per bbl, 
with clears about> $5.40@5.60 per bbl. 
These include New York state and Penn- 





‘ sylyania flours. 
.,. Washington and Oregon winter wheat 


straights range ‘at $4.90@5.10 per bbl in 
jute, with a quiet demand. 


Boston, Jan. 30. L. W. DE Pass. 
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Indianapolis mills produced 5,090 bbls of 
flour last week, compared with 8,440 the 
week before, 8,350 last year and 3,950 two 
years ago. : 

There is no material change in the mill- 
ing conditions throughout the Ohio val- 
ley, as the season of dullness continues in 
apparently full force. The mills are only 
operating in an indifferent manner on ac- 
count of low stocks and pretty well 
cleaned-up order books. 

The millers fee] that the flour buyers’ 
stocks are certainly getting low and they 
must come into the market soon in order 
to supply their trade. They are buying 
now only from hand to mouth expecting 
material changes in the market. The fact 
that the millers at Indianapolis have been 
bidding from #1.19 to $1.21 for No. 2 red 
wheat and only getting a limited supply 
at that does not look well for the buyer 
who is waiting for lower prices. 

On the Indianapolis Board of Trade Sat- 
urday, $1.19 was bid, although there have 
been sales as high as $1.21 during the 
week. 

Possibly the largest receipts for some 
time were reported by the Indianapolis 
Board of Trade Saturday, amounting to 
seven cars. 

Flour prices were the same as in the pre- 
vious week, as follows:  %5.50(@@5.65 for 
patent; $5.35@5.40 for straight, both per 
196 lbs, in wood domestic shipment. 

The demand for feed has been dull and 
prices somewhat lower, #17.75@18 per ton 
bulk, domestic shipment. ‘ 

Reports from all sections are to the effect 
that the growing crop continues to be in 
good condition and the weather the past 
week has been, upon the whole, quite fa- 
vorable. 

Stocks of wheat in Indianapolis Satur- 
day were 293,900 bus. 


FROM THE TRADE 


The Orrville Milling Co., Orrville, Ohio: 
The dullness of last week continues in a 
more aggravated force, with flour buyers 
reticent and cash wheat as hard to secure. 
We do not see anything visible to make a 
material change. The feed market was not 
so good. The growing crop is doing very 
nicely with a good covering of snow, pre- 
pre by a good rain, it being well pro- 
tected during the recent cold weather. 

Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis, Ind: 
There has been some buying of flour the 
past week, but only in a hand-to-mouth 
way, asa general thing, and the future 
outlook presents no cheering feature to 
the miller. We are still living in hopes of 
better things, however, and trust that 
there may soon be a change in the milling 
situation for the better. Demand for feed 
is fair, with no change in prices, while 
offerings of wheat from country shippers 
amount to practically nothing. We have 
heard no complaints about damage to the 
growing wheat, as it has been fairly well 
protected by snow during the cold weather. 

Geo. T. Evans & Son, Indianapolis, Ind: 
The past week has been the dullest this 
season. The demand for flour has appar- 
ently dried up; very few scattering sales 
have been made. Maven. however, show 
more interest in the future and should 
markets continue to advance they will 
perhaps buy. But, as many of them feel 
that prices will not go much higher, they 
prefer to take their chances on a decline. 
The demand for feed is a little better, but 
prices are barely stationary. Farmers’ de- 
liveries have been better, the roads being 
favorable. We hear no reports of damage 
to the growing crop.”’ 

The Acme Milling Co., Indianapolis, 
Ind: The dullness continues. Here and 
there are localities where a little flour is 
wanted, but generally the trade is holding 
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off. . We have booked a number of orders 
this week, but the larger part are for de- 
ferred shipment. Feed also is dull and 
prices are easier. Our mill has been down 
the larger part of this week and only half 
time is expected to be the programme for 
next week. 
NOTES 


S. W. Tredway, secretary of the Winne- 
bago (Minn.) Flour Mills Co., was a visit- 
or at this office last Saturday. 

The flour mill of Henry Bremerkamp, 
Decatur, Ind., burned Friday. The stor- 
age buildings, containing neariy 10,000 
bus of wheat and corn, also burned. The 
loss will be $40,000, with $10,000 insurance. 
The fire was caused by an explosion of 
natural gas in the engine room and three 
men were seriously injured. Raymond 
Bremerkamp’s arm was broken and he 
was badly burned about the head and 
shoulders. He is internally injured and 
is in a serious condition. . Gilling and 
William Burdge were both badly burned 
about the face and arms. 


E. E. PERRY. 





OHIO MILLERS MEET 
Large Gathering and Interesting Discus- 
si-ng at Toledo 


The members of the Obio Millers’ State 
Association held their mid-winter meeting 
at the Boody House, Toledo, Jan. 26. The 
meeting was well attended, about 100 be- 
ing present, and all pronounced it to be 
the cream of the meetings ¢o far held. 

It was characterized by unusual freedom 
of discussion on the different subjects as- 
signed for the day. The discussions 
brought out valuable points by which 
every miller present may profit. 

OPENING EXERCISES 

President J. W. Burk, of Springfield, and 
Secretary C. B. Jenkins, of Marion, pro- 
vided the introductions to the gathering. 
President Burk called the convention to 
order and Secretary Jenkins regaled his 
auditors with a happy relation of inci- 
dents of former conventions. 

J.C. Miller of Canal Dover, read a paper 
on ‘The Cost of Manufacturing Flour 
Under Present Conditions,’ which caused 
a dozen millers to drop their flour sacks 
and plunge into hot debate. The consen- 
sus of opinion as to the comparative cost 
of running half and full time, the phase 
of the question particularly seized upon 
for discussion, was that it cost about 20c 
per bbl to manufacture flour on full time 
and double that on half time. Many ex- 
pressed themselves that the saving of cut- 
ting to half time was not more than one- 
fifth. 

CASH DISCOUNTS 

A heated discussion was precipitated 
among the millers by a paper read by T. 
J. Hanley of Coshocton, on the question: 
‘Shall we as a state association adopt a 
uniform system of cash discounts, and 
seek to induce non-members to adopt it?’’ 

The majority opinion seemed to be that 
a system of ‘‘sight draft bill of lading to 
accompany’? was the proper solution of 
the millers’ credit problem, but the obsta- 
cle against its adoption was proclaimed to 
be the custom of credit established 
through years of experience of local buy- 
ers, and the outside competition from job- 
bers who sold to grocers and other retail- 
ers on 30 days’ time. The encroachments 
ou Ohio territory by members of other 
millers’ associations, willing to do busi- 
ness on any reasonable time payment ba- 
sis, was also consideied a factor. 

SECRETARY JAMME SPEAKS 

L. T. Jamme of Chicago, secretary of 
the Millers’ National Federation, pledged 
the support of that organization in reduc- 
ing the local business of the Ohio Millers’ 
State Association to a cash basis without 
discount, advancing as his belief that if 
the Ohio millers took the initiative in 
selling for cash only, that their outside 
competitors, in the local field, would only 
be too glad also to get cash and abolish 
time payments. The plan was generally 
favored but there was a division of opin- 
ion as to whether the association could 
arbitrarily enforce it in the face of keen 
and varied competition. 

The convention adjourned at noon to 
visit the Produce Exchange in a body. 

‘*We grind the wheat and now we behold 
the people who grind the grinders,’’ was 
the comment of one horny-handed dele- 
gate. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

In the afternoon the following papers 
were read: ‘‘Information—What It Is 
Worth and What It Costs,’’ H. S. Kennedy, 
Chicago; ‘‘Transportation as It Affects 
the Miller,’’ J. S. Dewey, Blanchester; 
‘Shall We District the State for Local 
Work?’’ F. B. Neal, Warren. 

MEMORIAL TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 


The convention resolved to send the fol- 
lowing memorial to President Roosevelt : 

Be it resolved, That we, the members of 
the Ohio Millers’ State Association, heart- 
ily commend the action of President 
Roosevelt in urging upon congress the pas- 


sage of legislation, looking towards an ex- 
tension of the powers of the interstate 
commerce commission, also the elimina- 
tion of secret preferential rates; also that 
we respectfully and earnestly request the 
president that if congress fails to enact 
reasonable and fair legislation at the pres- 
ent session, an extra session of congress be 
called for the purpose of passing legisla- 
tion based upon the above principles; also 
that this memorial, together with copy of 
resolutions to members of congress from 
the state of Ohio adopted at this meeting, 
be presented to President Roosevelt. 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE RESOLUTION 


The following resolution was passed and 
directed to sent to the congressmen 
from Ohio: 

Whereas members of the Ohio-Millers’ 
State Association, representing eight hun- 
dred (800) mills located in the state of 
Ohio with a daily capacity of 65,086 bbls of 
flour, in convention assembled, in the city 
of Toledo, Ohio, this date, being forcibly 
impressed with the great importance to 
their interests of granting the interstate 
commerce commission adequate power un- 
der legislation now pending, an effective 
supervision of railway rates and prac- 
tices, be it 

Resolved, That we favor legislation up- 
on the following lines, and urge upon sen- 
ators and representatives from the state of 
Ohio to give hearty support to the passage 
of such legislation. 

(1) That the interstate commerce com- 
mission be given the power upon com- 
plaint to declare any rate, practice or reg- 
ulation to be unjustly discriminative or 
unreasonable. 

(2) That the said commission will be 
given the power to declare what rate, prac- 
tice or regulation would be just and rea- 
sonable. 

(3) That the said commission will be 
given the power to enforce its orders to the 
premises, such order to become effective 
within 30 days at the discretion of the 
commission. 

(4) That provision shall be made for 
a speedy appeal by either party, anda 
re decision in the case of such ap- 
peal. 

(5) That in case of an appeal the order 
of the commission or the court, shall not 
be stayed unless otherwise ordered by the 
commission or the court during pendency 
of the appeal. 

THOSE PRESENT 


Among those present were the following: 
E. L. Fillins, Hudson; George ; 
Amendt, Monroe, Mich; M. D. Beardslee, 
Milwaukee; G. Kuenzel, William Greene, 
New Bremen; W. H. Eller, Bluffton; A. 
C. A. Hamann, Toledo; R. P. Reidenbach, 
Ashtabula; Robert Colton, Bellefontaine; 
J. F. Ash, Forest; J. S. Dewey, Blan- 
chester; C. M. Gray, Wooster: D. W. 
Camp, Toledo; Nelson Armstrong, Laurel- 
ville; W. F. Day, Toledo; C. L. Cutter, 
Toledo; Brewer Bros. & Co., Ada; C. C. 
Greenleaf, Wauseon; L. C. Jacobson, 
Cleveland; David E. Foltz, Shreve; Hicks 
Brown Milling Co., Mansfield; Lynn 
Street Milling Co., Toledo; John T. Snod- 
grass, Kansas City and St. Louis, Mo; W. 
B. Carr, Hamilton; J. Grant Hyde, Clin- 
ton; Charles J. Webb, Chicago; W. F. 
Steele, Fostoria; A. D. Garman, Akron: 
E. C. Moore, North Benton; L. Romick, 
Niles; W. A. Reynolds, Port Huron, Mich: 
C. C. Zimmerman, Port Huron, Mich; H. 
M. Monroe, North Jackson; C. H. Evans, 
Galion: F. W. Baen, Tiffin; Melter Neal, 
Warren: Will W. Watson, Centre Belpre; J. 
A. Moore, Bellevue; A. R. Plank, Jerome- 
ville; J. C. Miller, Canal Dover; L. T. 
Jamme, secretary Millers’ National Fed- 
eration, Chicago, Ill; L. A. Mennel, To- 
ledo; H. M. Allen, Troy; H. H. Tucker, 
Fremont; J. Biebricker, Bellevue; H. B. 
Cutter, Toledo; M. H. Davis, Shelby, 
Ohio; F. O. Paddock, Toledo; Fred Meyer, 
Toledo; A. Mennel. Toledo; J. W. Burk, 
Springfield; C. B. Jenkins, Marion; F. H. 
Tanner, Mansfield. 


Toledo 


Special Correspondence 





Last week can be quoted as the dullest in 
flour trade here of any in the past two 
years. The production was nearly the 
smallest yet reported and millers could not 
place even the small amount produced, 
and all of them say the outlook is very 
discouraging. Some of them have flour 
sold at 25c per bbl lower than present 
prices, but can not get shipping directions 
that will enable them to keep their mills 
running. There is no inquiry for flour for 
export. The flour output here was_ 6,500 
bbls, against 9,500 the previous week and 
8,000 a year ago. 

Millfeed prices are steady, without 
change for several weeks, there is enough 
demand to take production, which is lim- 
ited at most mills. 

The wheat market showed about the 
usual fluctuations for the week. There 
was a range of two cents in the price of 
cash wheat, which closed at an advance 
of %{c over the previous week’s price. A 
scattered demand from interior millers 
took about 15,000 bus more than current 
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receipts, but trade has been unusually dull. 
The speculative interest seems to be out of 
the market here. 

The movement at interior points is 
light. About 100 millers were here from 
Ohio attending the millers’ meeting last 
week and they reportéd stocks of wheat 
on hand varying from enough torun them 
thirty days to five months. The largest 
millers having the best supply. They all 
reported flour trade dull and none were 
running their mills more than half time. 

Receipts of wheat were 21 cars, against 
24 the previous week and the same a year 

0. he stocks in public elevators and 
afloat were 339,000 bus, against 316,000 last 
year. 

Growing wheat has been well protected 
by snow during the last cold wave. 

Corn was in slow demand last week, ex- 
porters saying prices were too high and 
domestic trade was very indifferent. At 
the end of the week the interior was offer- 
ing more freely. Agitation as to freight 
rates restricted business, but receipts 
promise to continue liberal. Last weeks 
receipts were 264 cars. 

Oats were in slow demand and trade 
was light. There are liberal stocks every- 
where and interior offerings are increas- 


ing. 
*. 

The Isaac Harter Milling Co. held its an- 
nual meeting last week, made a satisfac- 
tory dividend and re-elected officers. 

Toledo, Jan. 30. W. E. BRIGHAM. 





Baltimore 


Special Correspondence 


Possibly weather conditions intensified 
the dullness of an already dull flour mar- 
ket and made it worse, if this could be 
possible. The whole trade was unsatisfac- 
tory, both ina wholesale and a jobbing 
way. An occasional carload lot was about 
all that was reported and even that was 
for some special need or at a ‘‘marked- 
down’’ price. All grades are dull and of- 
fered freely to the trade, and concessions 
are being offered whenever there is the 
least show for business, but transactions 
are few and far between. The trade seems 
to have settled down to the belief that 
much can not be expected at present and 
is inclined to go slowly until wheat gets 
on a more stable basis. 

Outside of the city mills, which reduced 
prices 25c per bbl all around, prices were 
not changed materially during the week, 
although wheat at one time was _ higher. 
Offerings and sales to the wholesale trade 
were: spring patent, $6@6.25; spring 
straights, $5.85@6; spring clear, $4.35@ 
4.60; hard winter patent, $5.50@5.65; hard 
winter straight, $5.35@5.50; hard winter 
clear, $4.20@4.35; winter patent, $5.75@ 
5.90; winter straight, $5.10@5.30; winter 
clear, $4.85(@5.05, all per 196 Ibs in wood. 

City mills report a distressingly dull 
market for domestic trade and no export 
demand. Their output for the week was 
about 5,000 bbls. ; 

The clearances of flour from Baltimore 
for the week were 34,403 bbls; receipts, 
also principally for shipment, 50,445. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


The exports of flour for the week were: 
London, 7,141 bbls; Cardiff and Dublin, 
5,786; Glasgow, 18,900; Copenhagen, 1,236; 
Antwerp, 168; Bremen, 675, and coast- 
wise, 497. 

Baltimore grain men were much grati- 
fied to learn that traffic officials of the 
eastern and western lines had reached an 
agreement to meet the competition of the 
railroads leading from Omaha and Kansas 
City to Gulf ports. Owing to the low 
tariff rates for grain from Mississippi riv- 
er and other western points to gulf ports, 
the exportation of grain from the Atlantic 
seaboard had become practically impossi- 
ble, but this change of the railroads will 
make matters all right again. 

The freight differential question in 
which Baltimore is so vitally interested 
was taken up in Washington before the 
interstate commerce commission and the 
showing made by Baltimore was a strong 
one and it seems to have been brought out 
clearly by witnesses that the reduction of 
the differentials from 3c to 1¢c per 100 Ibs 
on grain was responsible for loss of busi- 
ness at the port of Baltimore and general 
depression since 1902. James C. Gorman, 
Robert Ramsay, Walter Kirwan, Charles 
England, P. W. Pitt, Blanchard Randall, 
John M. Dennis, Richard B. Clark, 
Charles C. MacGill and Attorney Arthur 
George Brown represent Baltimore at the 
hearing. 

WILLIAM E. BAITZELL. 

Baltimore, Md., Jan. 30. 





Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton, S. D: Busi- 
ness is very quiet; orders not equal to pro- 
duction on two-thirds run. No foreign 
demand. Wheat receipts light. 





Lindstrom (Minn.) Mill Co: Local busi- 
ness is very gees. Foreign markets are 
entirely out of line. Farmers are deliver- 
ing wheat freely. 
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‘*‘Last week was the poorest week in 
twelve months, as far as our sales are con- 
cerned,”’ said a prominent St. Louis mill 
er, when asked regarding the condition of 
the market. This state of affairs was very 
general among local mills and many of 
the outside mills. There seems to bea 
period of dullness existing, which is, if 
anything, worse than that which has been 
prevailing for some time, or, as one miller 
said: ‘‘You can not paint the situation 
too black.’’ 

The demand from the south is very poor 
indeed and it is hard to get shipping di- 
rections for flour that is sold. Millers 
think that the cotton situation in the south 
is largely responsible for this. The wise 
ones in the south, when the high prices of 
last year were in force, did their best to 
make everybody believe it was absolutely 
impossible for cotton ever to sell below ten 
cepts a pound, giving as their reason that 
the world’s consumption had overtaken 
the production. This year, with a good 
crop of cotton, the price has steadily fall- 
en till it is only six centsa pound. This 
condition has created almost a panic in 
the south, and many flour buyers who 
were figuring on cotton not selling below 
ten cents a pound, are now trying to get 
out of their bargains and in some in- 
stances are going as far as returning the 
flour they have received. 

The above is a very good example of how 
a good crop will affect the price aftera 
short one of high price and it will be in- 
teresting to see if the same thing will not 
take place as to wheat, providing a good 
crop is harvested next year. There are 
many people, however, who are old in the 
business, who declare that cash wheat will 
not sell below a dollar. 

Export trade remained unchanged and 
no orders were heard of. Most of the mills 
are running about half time. This refers 
to mills in the city and outside. The trade 
with Cuba and the West Indies was not as 
good as usual, buyers in many cases buy- 
ing not so much as they usually do. 

There was a weak market in millfeed, 
and prices were somewhat lower than in 
the previous week, principally caused by 
there being better supplies of feed from 
the west. The demand was light and it 
was better from the south than from the 
east. Feed dealers are inclined to think 
that prices will be maintained by the an- 
nouncement that freight rates are to de- 
cline 2\4c after Feb. 1. 

There was a better demand for milling 
wheat and a good deal of it was sold for 
outside mills. At the beginning of the 
week No. 2 red sold at May price, but at the 
close of the week it was worth a premium 
of twocents over May, and sellers were in- 
different at that. 

Country mills in this vicinity have been 
receiving quite liberal receipts of wheat, 
and in several instances are known to 
have offered wheat for sale to other mills. 
This is somewhat surprising, as it was 
supposed that the supplies in farmers’ 
hands were about cleaned up, and it now 
looks as if the old saying that ‘‘a short 
crop has a long tail’’ is about to come 
true. 

The flour output of the St. Louis mills 
for the week ending Saturday, Jan. 28, 
was 21,800 bbls, against 22,200 the week be- 
fore. Outside mills the product of which 
is sold from St. Louis, made 16,600 bbls, 
compared with 19,600 the previous week. 


CONDITION OF THE GROWING CROP 
The weather during the week was ex- 
ceedingly cold and in some parts of the 


country the crop was barely protected by 
snow. Up to the present, however, no 
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damage has been heard of, and it is not 
thought that the crop suffered any materi- 
al damage. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


On Feb. 1, freight rates between here 
and the east will be reduced 2}¢c. 

George H. Plant, president of the George 
P. Plant Milling Co., has gone to Califor- 
nia and will spend the rest of the winter 
in that state. 

James Albach, local representative of 
the Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., 
leaves next week for an extended trip 
through the Pacific coast states. 

W. D. Sparks of the Sparks Milling Co., 
Alton, Ill., has gone to California, accom- 

anied by his wife, and will visit Santa 
arbara and other points of interest. 

John C. Shofner of the Neil & Shofner 
Grain Co., Nashville, Tenn., was in St. 
Louis during the week in the interests of 
his company. He reported a very quiet 
demand for milling wheat in the south- 
west. 

C. F. Sparks, president of the American 
Milling & Purifying Co., is in the state of 
Washington in the interests of his com- 
pany. It is understood that recently some 
of the Pacific coast mills have installed 
bleaching machines. 

Many of the large mills in the southwest 
report that it has been many years since 
they have experienced such difficulty in 
disposing of their output as they are now 
enduring. ‘They attribute this largely to 
the slump in cotton values, which un- 
doubtedly is causing a serious loss in 
financial circles in the south. 

J. P. Prescott of the Kansas City Mill- 
ing Co. was a St. Louis visitor during the 
week. It is Mr. Prescott’s intention to re- 
tire from the milling business, although 
at present there is a slight chance that he 
may not do so. As stated last week, he 
has resigned the office of treasurer of the 
Millers’ National Federation, but as yet 
his successor has not been named. 

Last Thursday John E. McKinney of the 
McKinney Bread Co., one of the largest 
bakers in this city, entertained a number 
of other bakers and flour men at his resi- 
dence, prior to his departure for Europe. 
Mr. McKinney intends to be gone about 
three months and will be accompanied 
by Robert Morton, a Detroit baker. His 
hospitality was greatly appreciated by all 
of those present. 

C. F. G. RAIKES. 





Michigan 
Special Correspondence 


The Detroit mills made 10,300 bbls of 
flour last week, compared with 12,000 the 
week before and 11,400 a yearago. Trade 
in flour could not be called active, but the 
week just past was a decided improvement 
on its predecessor. The east did a fair 
buying and ordered purchases out more 
promptly than usual. There was a de- 
cided improvement in the southern trade, 
and the week’s sales were quite up to the 
production. Millers had cable inquiries 
for flour, but prices were not named and 
no business resulted, but there is a_prob- 
ability that this end of the flour trade will 
soon see some small revival. 

The market is quoted firm, but wun- 
changed, and millers are not very well sat- 
isfied with the present margin of profit. 

Although the weather has been quite 
cold for some weeks, there is no complaint 
about the wheat crop. The fields are near- 
ly all well protected and there is at pres- 
ent little anxiety for the welfare of the 
plant. 


CAR SERVICE BILL 


A meeting was held in this city last week 
which was attended by millers, grain deal- 
ers and others interested in car service 
rules, the object being the preparation of 
a bill to be pushed at the present session 
of the Michigan legislature to give ship- 
pers and receivers of freight fair play. At 
present there are car service rules, but 
they are all in favor of the roads and en- 
tirely disregard the rights of the shipper. 
The meeting adopted a bill having the fol- 
lowing provisions: 

That the railroads upon a written or 
verbal application shail, within four days 
thereafter, furnish the car or cars demand- 
ed by the shipper. Asa penalty for fail- 
ure to supply the cars the roads shall pay 
the shipper $1 per day per car, for such de- 
lay. Immediately after receipt of freight 
it shall be moved to its destination at a 
speed not less than fifty miles per day, ex- 
cept when detained by unavoidable acci- 
dents. The same penalty for failure is 
made as for failure to furnish cars, with 
the addition that one cent per 100 lbs of 
freight per day be paid by the railroad for 
less than carload lots. 

Twenty-four hours are allowed the roads 
at terminals or transfer points. Theship- 
per shall receive notice within twenty- 
four hours, of the arrival of freight. A 
penalty of a dollar per day per car, or five 
cents per package per day is provided for 


delay in notification. Within twenty-four 
hours after arrival cars shall be placed in 
a position possible to be got at by the con- 
signee. 

The usual demurrage to be paid by the 
shipper for failure to load and unload 
freight pone are included in the bill. 
This bill has the indorsement of the Mich- 
igan Grain Dealers’ Association and the 
Michigan State Millers’ Association. 


NOTES 


Frank McIntyre’s new flour mill at Her- 
sey is ready for business. The building is 
constructed of cement. 

Mike Ryan, alias James Wood, was sent 
up for ten years last week for theft of $120 
from a mill at Ithaca. 

Alexander Maynes has been appointed 
manager of the Cleveland Bag & Paper 
Co.’s factory in this city. 

G. F. Allmendinger of Ann Arbor, was 
in the city last week attending a meeting 
of the Michigan Bean Jobbers’ Associa- 
tion. 

J. Wellman & Son have put in a new feed 
mill at Clio. The flour mill there was 
burned last summer and will probably not 
be rebuilt. 

After a great deal of trouble and several 
trips to Chicago, David Stott got a judg- 
ment of $1,170 on account of the wheat 
cargo bought in Manitoba last fall. Part 
of the wheat was frosted. 

Christian Breisch of Lansing was a call- 
er on ’change on Thursday. The milling 
trade with him has not been active for 
some time, but offerings of Michigan 
wheat from farmers have recently in- 
creased. 

J. A. Heath, general manager of the 
Richmond Elevator Co., anda stockholder 
in the Emmet Milling Co., was in the city 
last week. He states that wheat in the 
neighborhood tributary to the mill is very 
scarce and little business is being done. 
Some western wheat has been ground, but 
aside from that the mill has done only a 
local trade. He looks for much improve- 
ment when the new crop comes in, as the 
acreage has been greatly increased and the 
plant was healthy when winter set in. 

Detroit, Jan. 30. JOHN BARR. 





Tennessee 


Special Correspondence 


The past week was remarkable in more 
than one respect. First, the temperature 
dropped below zero and this not only 
froze things up but paralyzed business in 
most lines for two days. Next came adrop 
in cotton which fairly knocked the props 
from under the flour market and millers 
report movement somewhat slower than 
the previous week. Flour will not sell 
freely in the southeast when cotton is de- 
clining. Everybody believes that flour at 
present prices is good property, but buyers 
are afraid to take hold for the reason that 
their consumptive trade is too uncertain, 
this being wholly dependent upon the price 
of cotton. 

The dullness is not confined alone to 
flour, but the contagion seems to have 
spread to other mill products and millers 
report flour, corn products and millfeed 
all dead dull. 

Local trade is very quiet and as for for- 
eign, absolutely nothing is doing and 
prospects of making any sales in this di- 
rection are meager indeed. 

Millers are firm in their views as to 
prices, for the simple reason that wheat 
continues around the $1.25 mark and so 
long as this condition lasts it would be 
commercial suicide to reduce flour val- 
ues to a point lower than present quota- 
tions. Prices of last week are being main- 
tained: best patent, $5.75; choice, $4.04, 
with the usual differentials for the inter- 
mediate grades. These prices apply to 
flour in wood. In cotton sacks a reduction 
of 15c is made per barrel for shipment. 

Movement of bran is less than it has 
been for several weeks and millers report 
adullness. Prices of millfeed are: bran, 
$19.50; middlings, $20.50; hominy feed, $19 
per ton f.o.b. Nashville. 

Corn goods are still on the dull order 
and millers find much difficulty in selling 
the output of mills, which are running on 
half time. Prices are still #1.11 for bolted 
meal: grits, $1.20; pearl meal, $1.20 per 100 
Ibs f.0.b. Nashville. 

Movement of wheat is very light and re- 
ceipts do not amount to more than a few 
cars a day. Most of these are for the mills, 
being stocks ordered on contract wheat 
bought early in the season. Prices of 
wheat are anywhere from $1.23 to $1.25 for 
western wheat with milling-in-transit 
privileges. There is no local wheat offered, 
it all having been exhausted. 

Corn continues steady and firm at rul- 
ing prices of 51@52c for good white mill- 
ing grain, and movement in this direction, 
while not heavy, is still sufficient to meet 
all demands of the mills. 

Oats are in better demand than they 
have been for several weeks and receipts 
are more liberal than they have been any 


February 1, 1905 


week this season. Prices are 35'¢c for 
either white or mixed grades. 
NOTES 


The report of the Nashville Grain Ex- 
change for the week ending Saturday 
shows grain in elevators and warehouses 
as follows: wheat, 224,700 bus: corn, 
TT oats, 432,000; barley, 24,700; rye, 


Representatives Bell and Benham from 
Shelby county have introduced in the Ten- 
nessee legislature a bill ‘to insure cleanli- 
ness in bakeries, by preventing the use of 
tobacco or liquor in any form by the em- 
ployees of the establishments. The bill 
also provides for placing bakeries under 
the supervision of the factory ins: r of 
the state, whether they use machinery or 
not, and it is made his duty to inspect 
them and enforce the law providing for 
cleanliness. 

Grain dealers are sending out quotations 
to the southeast based on the new rates 
which went into effect on the first of the 
month providing for reductions . from 
points south of the Ohio river into Ye a 
and parts of Alabama. This reduction 
makes the rate on grain about two cents 
less on the bushel and this is, of course, a 
great help to the dealers and brokers of 
this city and to the consignees in the 
southeastern territory. 


Nashville, Jan. 30. J. B. CLARK. 


Buffalo 


Special Correspondence 


The expected improvement in the flour 
trade has not yet developed. The demand 
comes in chunks; a fair-sized order one 
day and nothing for several days there- 
after. Sort of a hot and cold business, 
keeping the miller guessing whether the 
buyers have actually started in or are 
about to cut it out entirely. Taken alto- 
gether, there is a fair demand. New York 
buyers are still playing the bear side and 
New England is doing possibly a little 
better than she did the week before. The 
home trade is good but there is some com- 
plaint of prices being too high for Buffalo 
brands as compared with other offerings. 

Local prices to retailers have not been 
changed in six weeks and unless wheat 
should break sharply there will be none. 

Feeds keep going down without stimu- 
lating the demand a particle. The amount 
of business being done would be excellent 
for the summer time but is decidedly dis- 
couraging for the end of January. Sales- 
men advise dealers here that farmers have 
fed nearly everything in sight and are now 
mostly down to roughage which can not 
last long. They add that more feed will be 
used after farmers have cleaned up than 
in five years. ; 

To most feed men the situation hasa 
bright side which is likely to turn up 
any day and startle the country shorts. 

Oilmeal is in good demand and higher. 
Gluten continues scarce and wanted. 
Hominy is gradually getting down toa 
figure where there will be active trading. 
Cottonseed meal is selling moderately well. 


NOTES 


Capt. J. J. Brown, ex-president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, sailed for Italy 
Saturday for a Jong visit. 


The decrease in stocks of grain for the 
week is: wheat, 295,000; oats, 90,000; bar- 
ley, 184,000; rye, 16,000. 

It is as good as settled that H. Howard 
Mason will be re-appointed secretary of 
the Chamber of Commerce, John D. Shan- 
ahan chief inspector of grain and Junius 
S. Smith chief weighmaster. 


The cargo of the steamer Colonel, 205,- 
000 bus of flaxseed, will be taken on at the 
Kellogg elevator this week. The work of 
unlodding the 3,641,000 bus of grain and 
seed afloat in Buffalo harbor is going on 
very slowly. 

The new grain committee of the Buffa- 
lo Chamber of Commerce has been ap- 
pointed and is as follows: John A. Sey- 
moure, Jr., Charles Eckstein, A. W. Har- 
old, George J. Meyer, Riley E. Pratt, S. 
M. Ratcliffe and Henry D. Waters. 


Stocks of graded spring wheat in store 
and afloat at this port at the close of busi- 
ness Saturday were: No. 1 hard, 33,203 
bus; No. 1 northern, 675,000; No. 2 north- 
ern, 999,100: No. 3 northern, 322,000; No. 
4 northern, 136,000; no grade, 11,000; mac- 
aroni, 275,000; Washington white, 194,000. 

The Buffalo Chamber of Commerce has 

one into the newspaper business. The 

uffalo Chronicle, a weekly, published for 
several months by Edwin Fleming, an old 
newspaper man, is to be run under the 
auspices of the board. Just on what lines 
it is to be conducted has not been divulged. 


The new rates on grain and grain prod- 
ucts, both domestic and export, to go in- 
to effect Feb. 1, are: Chicago to New York, 
174¢c; to Philadelphia, 15c; to Baltimore, 
144¢c; to Buffalo, lfc, per 100 lbs. This 
rate is expected to increase eastern busi- 
ness and incidently benefit Buffalo grain 
dealers. 





E. BANGASSER. 
Buffalo, N. Y., Jan. 30. 
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The quiet so long prevalent in the flour 
trade, as viewed from the standpoint of 
the miller in this section, remains undis- 
turbed. The present condition is not one 
of absolute dullness, for current business 
enables mills to keep going at fair run- 
ning time, but the business lacks zest and 
anything approaching activity and the 
situation is generally discouraging. The 
teatures of the past week were unevenness 
in asking prices of flour, declining mill- 
feed, higher cash wheat values, and a 
slight revival in eastern business. 

The latter circumstance occasioned more 
than a ripple in the situation here. The 
most discussed feature was the reported 
sale in New York of one or more large 
lots of hard winter wheat fidur at prices 
said to be 10c to 15c under prevailing val- 
ues. The amount sold was probably over- 
estimated in the reports Which came from 
New York and varied all the way from a 
few thousand barrels to upwards of 50,000. 
\s a matter of fact, the amount sold was 
a few thousands, and it is stated here that 
the grade was an ‘‘off”’ one, being a large 
lot of uneven flour made from an accumu- 
lated stock of lighter wheat by a group of 
Kansas mills. The prices were not made 
known but were said to range from $5 to 
$5.10 delivered at New York. : 

For the most part little flour is being 
sold to go east; and mill quotations are 
generally 10c to 20c out of line. 

Current orders from central states are of 
moderate volume and prices, in the main, 
are satisfactory. Some mills are offering 
quite cheaply, but other millers who in- 
sistently ask good values are making 
equal sales. 

On the whole the situation is, if with- 
out improvement, at least no worse so far 
is flour trade is concerned, while the 
wheat situation is satisfactory so far as 
sufficient supplies are concerned. 

Mills in Kansas are running an average 
of about half time. One big mill here 
continues to run strong with the others 
running variably. The output for the 
week at Kansas City was 31,000 bbls, as 
compared with 34,300 the week previous, 
and 28,800 a year ago. 


EVILS OF LACK OF UNIFORMITY 


To the certain knowledge of the writer, 
many large handlers of flour in eastern 
market centers and in important distribut- 
ing towns in the interior have been dis- 
couraged from handling Kansas hard win- 
ter wheat flour through the lack of uni- 
formity in the product of several mills. 

The southwest has relatively few mills 
of large capacity, and buyers whose trade 
requires that they have a good supply of 
flour coming on constantly, have perforce 
to buy from several mills, because of in- 
ability to get a large stream from a single 
plant. The product of these mills varies 
greatly—so much in fact that it is difficult, 
and in many cases, quite impossible to 
substitute the flours or even to secure 
flours approximating similarity. 

As a consequence, the eastern or foreign 
buyer or factor who has connection with 
one of the larger hard wheat mills is very 
careful not to lose the account, and those 
who necessarily trade with the smaller 
capacity concerns are handicapped in 
their trade. 

Should the more representative mills 
make identical or approximately identical 
divisions in their streams, this difficulty in 
increasing the trade in Kansas flour would 
be greatly reduced or quite obviated. Ex- 
isting conditions are well calculated to 
turn important buyers aside from any de- 
sire they may have to take up and push 
Kansas goods and to turn to sections 
where they are able to secure large streams 
of flour from bigger mills. 
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There is no lack of merit and excellence 
in individual samples of Kansas flours, 
but there isa most marked lack of uni- 
formity in the patents, straights and 
clears of individual mills. The present 
effort to establish a uniform grade of high 
patent gives every promise of success; 
that accomplished it should not be a diffi- 
cult matter to bring about the same re- 
form in other grades in the not distant 
future. 

KANSAS WHEAT CONDITION 


Reports from Kansas and Oklahoma re- 
garding the present condition of the grow- 
ing wheat are almost uniformly favorable. 
There is some complaint about the late- 
sown wheat over a part of Kansas, but all 
of the early-sown is in very good condition 
and the prospect as a whole is very good. 
The snow of the week before last furnished 
moisture which was becoming rather bad- 
ly needed and protected the wheat from 
any harm from the severe cold snap which 
followed almost at once. For the present, 
therefore, wheat in Kansas may be regard- 
ed not only as safe from winter and drouth 
damage, but in condition to promise a 
first-rate crop under future favorable con- 
ditions. 

FOR A FREIGHT CLEARING BUREAU 


Subscriptions to the capital stock of a 
Freight Clearing Bureau were opened on 
the Board of Trade Saturday. he pro- 
posed bureau is recommended by the di- 
rectors of the board and the plan will 
probably be successfully carried out. It 
proposes the formation of an independent 
company which shali be incorporated for 
the purpose of guaranteeing and paying 
freight bills; bond for the payment of 
freight bills will be furnished railways 
and the bureau will assume all freight bill 
obligations of its members and all will be 
paid through the central office. The pur- 
pose of the organization will be tosimplify 
the payment of freight accounts and avoid 
the delays in shipping and unloading fre- 
quently occasioned through delay in re- 
ceiving and paying bills. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


It is understood that the contemplated 
raising of the minimum carload weight 
by western lines from 24,000 to 30,000 Ibs 
will not be made effective. 


The annual meeting and banquet of the 
Southern Kansas Millers’ Commercial 
Club will be held at Wichita the first half 
. eyereney: the precise date not yet being 

xed. 


The common basis upon which flour is 
sold to central states by Kansas City and 
a group of leading Kansas mills is $5.15 
for straight patent in quarter barrel cot- 
ton sacks at the Missouri river. 


J. W. Boyd of the Boyd & Gunning Mill 
& Elevator Co., Webb City, Mo., was here 
a part of last week. He says that soft 
wheat flour trade is just now quite satis- 
factory and his concern has been success- 
ful ‘in keeping the mill going steadily 
through the fall and winter. The greater 
per of his product is soft wheat though 

ard wheat is ground a third or so of the 
time. 

The Federation of Commercial Interests, 
astate organization in Kansas whose 
membership is made up of various other 
local and state organizations, is actively 
working for the passage of a stringent 
state law regulating the railways. The 
proposed law is modeled somewhat after 
the railway law in Texas. Many millers 
are engaged in working for the passage of 
the proposed legislation. 

Zwonechek & Aksamit, Wilber, Neb., 
whose mill burned Jan. 14, have an- 
nounced their intention to rebuild and 
will place orders for equipment in about 
30 days. The loss on the mill was about 
$30,000 with insurance for $17,000 on plant 
and contents. The fire probably originat- 
ed from a hot box. The new mill will be 
of about the same capacity as the one 
burned, 300 bbls per day. 


A report from Lincoln, Neb., says that 
G Y. Bonus of Kewanee, IIl., is promot- 
ing a company there for the purpose of 
building a 1,000-bbl mill. He plans to or- 
ganize a company with a capital of $150,- 
000, a larger part of which would be taken 
by local people. Mr. Bonus has long been 
engaged in milling and was some years 
ago at the head of the Bonus-Milner MiH- 
ing Co., of Sioux City and Hinton, Iowa. 

Offerings of first-rate milling wheat on 
the floor last week were very small. There 
were fair receipts but first-rate Kansas 
wheat of the class desired by local mills 
was scarce, and several mill orders re- 
mained unfilled Saturday at the close of 
the market. Receipts are moderate in 
Kansas and mills in the state are taking 
in a good deal of the best wheat. Millers 
here, however, are not at all fearful about 
getting a sufficient supply through the 
rest of the crop year. 

Grain shippers and millers here and 
along the Missouri river listen to and 
watch with considerable equanimity the 
zealous shouting of Chicago grain shippers 
and the eastern roads anent the matter of 
southwestern and western grain being di- 





verted to the Gulf for export. The Gulf is 
here regarded as an established route and 
one so well backed by the logic of distance 
of rail haul and other sound reasons that 
no possible readjustment of rates can ac- 
complish the purpose for which it is made, 
if that purpose be the diverting of a large 
traffic of grain and its products from a 
short and direct route to a longer and ar- 
tificial one. The feature of the present 
discussion that most disturbs Kansas City 
is the adjustment of the Omaha-Gulf rate, 
a matter which is the occasion for much 
greater concern than is the promised effort 
to divide the grain stream between the 
east and the Gulf. 


R. E. STERLING. 





Louisville 
Special Correspondence 


A betterment in trade conditions almost 
infinitesimal, yet steady, is noticeable in 
Louisville. The milling situation each 
week seems to do a trifle better than hold 
its own, though of course it is far from a 
normal state. This very improvement, 
slight as it is, causes the majority of the 
millers to believe that better times are 
coming. 

‘‘T can’t see how things can keep from 
getting better at the present rate,’’ is the 
way Maurice Strothman, manager of the 
Louisville plant of the Washburn-Crosby 
Co., views it. ‘‘For several weeks I have 
noticed a little keener activity and mat- 
ters are slowly righting themselves. As 
far as I have been able to tell, nobody has 
been over-stocking and so, with the in- 
creased demand, there ought to be no dis- 
agreeable complications. I think there is 
aslow improvement and that it is the 
forerunner of genuine betterment.”’ 

The week has seen no change in prices, 
the ten-cent reduction in flour still holding 
and having the tendency to increase orders 
somewhat. More of the little flour mills 
in the interior of the state have closed 
down, thus bolstering local conditions. 

The corn mills have had a quiet week, 
with orders scarce. Louisville millers have 
noticed some increase in the demand for 
cornmeal, as the outside small mills have 
slowed up or stopped altogether, and in 
two months more the local plants will 
probably be doing a flourishing business. 
February invariably sees a brightening of 
the outlook and this year gives the usual 
prospects, except that a betterment will be 
welcomed more warmly than heretofore 
because of the continued bad business of 
months past. 


BIG MILL WAREHOUSE FIRE 


Callahan Sons Co., handlers of ‘‘White 
Plume’”’ flour and one of Louisville’s larg- 
est milling concerns, sustained a loss of 
over $100,000 by fire last week. The com- 
yer big warehouse at Thirteenth and 

exington streets was burned to the 
ground, but this was the least item in the 
general loss. There was a stock whose 
value was estimated at $60,000 and it was 
a total loss, though of course the com- 
pany carried insurance. 

The warehouse was stocked to the limit 
with oats, wheat and flour, with some 
corn, and there was no chance of saving 
any. In addition, the big grain elevator 
of the company, adjoining the warehouse, 
was badly damaged and came near being 
lost entirely. 

Tae company’s mill is not situated 
within the city, and so the business will 
be carried on, though of course under 
difficulties until the warehouse can be re- 
built, the grain elevator repaired and the 
stock replenished. The actual loss to the 
company, because of the heavy insurance, 
will not be large, save from delay and in- 
convenience. 


THE RATE WAR 


The rate war, centering mainly on grain, 
between the railroads carrying to the Gulf 
ports and those carrying to the Atlantic 
ports is all-absorbing in Louisville. Sym- 
pathy of the Kentucky shippers is natur- 
ally with the southern roads and the re- 
duction by the latter of the grain rate to 
12\¢c¢ was a popular move. This act fol- 
lowed the reduction of the rate by the 
Atlantic roads, causing the bulk of the 
shipments from the west to go to the At- 
lantic ports by way of Chicago. 

It is claimed that the reduction by the 
southern roads has effectually stemmed 
the tide, drawing the shipments back to 


New Orleans and Pensacola. Another 
reduction by the roads going east is ex- 
pected and it will be followed, it is said, 


by action by the Gulf port lines. 

‘*The south would be the great gainer 
by a victory for the southern railroads in 
this rate war,’’ said a chief railway offi- 
cial who has been in Louisville this last 
week,.’’ It will have a far-reaching effect 
as regards the steamship courses. Ship- 
ments coming to America bear merchan- 
dise and they seek a port where they can 
get return cargoes. It makes little differ- 
ence tothem whether goods from St. Louis 
or Louisville or Omaha are landed in New 
Orleans or an Atlantic port; they will go 
to any of the ports that offers the return 
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cargo. Hence if we can land these ship- 
ments for the southern ports, it will mean 
that the merchantmen from Europe will 
land their cargoes at southern ports, 
which means big prosperity for the south.”’ 


TO ABOLISH RESHIPPING PRIVILEGE 


At the meeting in Nashville, Feb. 8, of 
the Southeastern Millers’ Association 
William E. Castle of Louisville will intro- 
duce a resolution looking to the abolition 
of the reshipping privilege by the rail- 
roads in the southern territory. His action 
is a result of the complaint made against 
Nashville handlers of flour, certain of 
whom are accused of importing flour from 
the larger mills outside of the state, re- 
packing it and shipping it out as their 
own flour, though at the same time tak- 
ing advantage of the reshipping privilege. 

The question promises to be the all-im- 
portant topic of the meeting of the mill- 
ers. Allover the south the alleged prac- 
tice in Nashville has been the subject of - 
criticism; millers have discussed steps 
for stopping it, and Mr. Castle’s resolution 
will be the formal step, having behind it, 
it is expected, the support of all those who 
are anxious to have the reshipping privi- 
lege abolished as a means of stopping its 
use for fraudulent purposes. It is certain 
that Mr. Castle will have the support of 
all the Kentucky millers at the meeting. 

Representatives of the various railroads 
will be invited to attend the meeting and 
they will be given a thorough exposition 
of the charges made against the Nashville 
a. It is hoped that the traffic officials 
will enter heartily into the plan to stop 
the alleged abuse. 

‘Our information is that flour has been 
received at Nashville,’’ said Mr. Castle, 
‘*then repacked and shipped out to small- 
er dealers in the guise of various brands. 
It ought to be stopped and the abolition of 
the reshipping | gbhoen oi seems the most 
expedient step. I hope to get favorable ac- 
tion at the Nashville meeting. We are ex- 
pecting one of the most important gather- 
ings of southern millers in years.” 


GETTING AFTER DISHONEST DEALERS 


Another question that will be discussed 
by the millers is the step just taken by the 
postal department to put an end tothe use 
of the mails by dishonest dealers ’ who‘or- 
der goods without ever intending to pay 
for them. Morgan McNutt, who is said to 
have operated out of Natural Bridge, Ala., 
and Saragossa, Ala., has just been held 
under $500 bond in the federal court in the 
Alabama district: to answer at the next 
term for ‘‘using the mails for fraudulent 
purposes.’’ 

Now that the postal authorities have 
taken up their burdens, merchants, of 
whom milling concerns are conspicuous, 
believe their troubles are over. William 
E. Castle, manager for Ballard & Ballard, 
who shipped a bill of goods valued at $54 
to McNutt, has just returned from Alaba- 
ma, where he testified against McNutt. 
Several Louisville firms lost by McNutt, 
who used the old scheme, it is charged, of 
ordering goods, selling them, pocketing the 
money and never paying the original 
shipper. 

For years merchants have wanted the 
postal authorities to take up this form of 
robbery, claiming that it was a clear case 
of using the mails for fraudulent purpos- 
es, and it is said the postal department has 
now issued formal orders to stop the prac- 
tice wherever it is being tried. 

Minneapolis milling concerns were 
robbed of several hundred dollars by a 
Louisville firm, which secured goods right 
and left, sold them and departed. It is ex- 
pected the Southeastern Millers’ Associa- 
tion will take steps to further the federal 
authorities in their efforts. 

It was only a few years ago that a gang 
of similar operators was apprehended in 
Laurel county, Kentucky, after having 
secured about $110,000 worth of goods 
without ever making a payment. 


NOTES 


The Louisville & Nashville railroad 
has let the contracts for its big new office 
building at Ninth street and Broadway. 
It is purposed to build a ten-story struc- 
ture on an elaborate scale. Shippers have 
also been interested in the rumor that the 
Louisville & Nashville road and the 
Henderson Route have decided to build a 
new freight depot to expedite their busi- 
ness. This has not taken definite shape. 

Receipts of flour the past week were 5,371 
bbls, compared with 4,356 bbls the previ- 
ous week. Shipments were 17,480 bbls, 
compared with 16,750, showing a fair in- 
crease in business. The movement in 
wheat was active, as follows: receipts, 
5,850 bus, shipments, 25,400 bus. A week 
ago the showing was: receipts, 4,590 bus; 
shipments, 23,633. The receipts of corn 
were 31,055 bus and in the previous week 
were 28,900. The week’s shipments were 
9,185 bus, compared with 8,415 the previ- 
ous week. It was a dull week in rye and 
buckwheat flour. Feeds were shipped in 
fairly good quantity, though the orders 
from southern customers are still below 
normal, 

I. M. HARCOURT. 

Louisville, Ky., Jan. 30. 
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It has been officially announced this 
week that parliament will re-assemble on 
Tuesday, Feb. 14. 

Both the prime minister and Mr. Cham- 
berlain have made public speeches during 
the week, the former at Glasgow and the 
latter at Preston in Lancashire. At Glas- 
gow Mr. Balfour was the guest of the 
Scottish Unionists, who gave a banquet iu 
his honor, and the subjects on which he 
touched in his speech were the re-organi- 
zation of the army, the navy reforms, and 
the position of Great Britain in relation 
to foreign powers. Mr. Chamberlain spoke 
once more at length about fiscal reform. 

According to Consui Thackara at Havre, 
the imports of wheat into that port dur- 
ing 1903 were the largest in the past five 
years, being 90,937 tons, against 51,643 in 
1902 and 61,824 in 1901. In the first nine 
months of 1904 24,199 tons of wheat were 
imported, the United States supplying 14,- 
023, Argentina, 5,313 and East India, 4,860. 
In the same period the corn imports 
amounted to 30,782 tons, 15,132 coming 
from the United States. The consul says 
that from information obtained from the 
local grain importers the prospects are 
bright for an increased importation of 
corn during the coming season, as forage 
of all kinds is scarce and prices are high. 

NEW BREAD SALE REGULATIONS 

The London County Council is propos- 
ing fresh legislation in regard to the sale 
of bread in the county. of London, and has 
drawn up a bill which it intends to lay be- 
fore parliament next session. The measure 
is eminently in the interest of the public 
and if it becomes law will doubtless prove 
somewhat of a hardship to bakers, as they 
will be much more restricted than they 
are at present. 

One of the clauses is that bread must be 
sold in no other way than by weight and 
only in loaves weighing one imperial pound 
or a complete number of imperial pounds. 
Another clause is that scales are to be car- 
ried on all carts and barrows delivering 
bread and that inspectors of weights and 
measures shall have power to require bread 
to be weighed from the cart or barrow or 
even when it is in the shop. 

If loaves are found under weight, un- 
less it should happen that the bread is 
more than 48 hours old, the offending bak- 
er will be liable to a fine of £5 for the first 
offeuse and £10 for the second or any sub- 
secuent offense. 

Bread is supposed to be sold by weight 
now, and when purchasing a loaf at a 
shop, one is very often given a large piece 
of bread to make up for the deficiency in 
the weight of the loat, but when bread is 
delivered at the houses this make-weight 
is not, asa rule, demanded. ‘Therefore, a 
good deal of bread of short weight is un- 
doubtedly sold, and it would seem desir- 
able that the proposed bill become law so 
that the public can be sure of getting its 
money’s worth. 

FRESH BREAD FOR THE NAVY 

Many desirable reforms are being made 
in the British navy and not the least 
among them is that in the food provided 
for the sailors. A year ago a new dietary 
was introduced of better food and of 


vreater variety and now it seems that sea 
biscuit will shortly disappear from the 
every day menu of the sailor and become 
practically a war ration only. 

In several of the new battleships baker- 
ies are being provided so that the crews 
will be able to bake their own bread, and 


will not have to fall back on the hard tack 
when the supply of bread from ashore is 
exhausted. In future, also, each ship will 
be provided with an adequate cooking 
staff. 

The system now in vogue is for every 
boy and man in a mess to be cook for the 
day, by turns. Sometimes this plan works 
well but if some of the crew happen to be 
bad cooks it must be most exasperating for 
those who have to partake of the concoc- 
tions put before them. 


LONDON MARKETS 


Though prices show very little altera- 
tion, there is generally a firmer feeling 
as to both wheat and flour. On Monday 
last wheat was certainly firmer, and there 
also was a better demand for flour. To- 
day, there has been hardly enough busi- 
ness to test the market, but Wednesday is 
normally a quiet day. At the same time, 
it can not be said that business is nearly 
so brisk as it should be, considering the 
spell of wintry weather which we have 
just gone through. 

There is now more life in the retail flour 
trade, and the smaller bakers in particu- 
lar, are sending in their orders, but these 
are all on the smallest scale, and it is evi- 
dent that bakers as a body are still believ- 
ers in a lower level for flour. So far, there 
is no chance for millers who would book 
big orders, such as were taken in Septem- 
ber, when for a time there was an idea 
about that we were to see a sharp rise in 
flour 

The Jarger bakers are said to be still 
well supplied. That means no doubt that 
they have considerable balances yet to 
draw on old contracts, and of course they 
are not ready for fresh business. The 
price of bread makes no advance, and fac- 
tors who deal in good-class flour find their 
field of action as restricted as ever. 

MORE INQUIRY FOR FLOUR 

During the past week, there has been 
more inquiry for flour, but the high price 
of American flour of all descriptions has 
checked business in this section of the mar- 
ket. Importers lament the rise in the c.i.f. 
prices of top spring wheat patents, which 
is very marked. Some time ago, certain 
brands were being suld as low as 29s 6d 
c.i.f., both by American and Canadian 
mills, but so far as United States mills are 
concerned, no top spring wheat patent is 
now said to be available under 32s c.i.f., 
and some Minneapolis mills are asking 33s 
(33s 6d. 

At the same time, a fair amount of bus- 
iness, all things considered, seems to have 
taken place at the lower prices of a few 
weeks back, because some importers are 
still ready to sell top spring wheat patents 
of American origin at the parity of 31s ex- 
store for January-February delivery, 
which they could not do if they had bought 
above 30s c.i.f. 

There is a certain amount of top spring 
wheat patents about due to arrive, and 
this is probably the reason why importers 
are so reasonable in their ideas, in spite of 
the sharp advance in American cables. 

As regards top spring wheat patents 
offered by Canadian mills the quotations 
are somewhat irregular, but Canadian 
mills have followed the American § ad- 
vance, and as a rule no brand of equal 
value to the marks which we have been 
buying from Minneapolis could now be 
bought in Canada, much, if at all, under 
the American parity. 

Spring wheat clears, are remarkably 
dull and p™ices are, to say the least, no 
higher. Ordinary Minnesota firsts are 
offered at 22s 9d ex-ship and several sales 
are said to be recently made at threepence 
under this figure. This is rather remark- 
able, because two months ago there was 
quite a demand here for such flour. 

NO KANSAS GOOD PATENT IN MARKET 

Kansas ‘‘good”’ patents have practically 
disappeared from this market. By ‘‘good’’ 
patents I mean the first patents made by 
mills which have an established reputa- 
tion on this market. For such marks 30s 
(430s 6d ex-store has long been the current 
price, but there are marks which, though 
not really the equals of these, are called 
first patents. A certain amount of these 
seem to be still available, and sales are oc- 
casionally reported at 28@29s ex-store. 

The prices cabled by Kansas mills for 
really good patents made of hard winter 
wheat, are hopelessly beyond our reach, 
and of late some factors have been selling 
Belgium patents as a substitute for Kansas 
flour. 

SUPPLIES FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 

Since the high value of wheat in United 
States markets checked the export of 
American flour, this market has been re- 
ceiving larger supplies of flour from other 
countries, and, taking them in the aggre- 
gate, this increase in our foreign flour im- 
ports isa sensible item, though it is far 
from making up for the supply of strong, 
useful and cheap flour, which we used to 
draw from America. 

An analysis of foreign flour receipts in 
London during the past eight weeks shows 





that within this period imports from the 
United States have averaged 14,749 sacks 
a week. Receipts of flour from Canadian 
ports only average 2,047 sacks a week. On 
the other hand, from Belgium are receipts 
amounting during this period to 3,163 
sacks a week, as compared with 2,867 from 
France, 2,585 from Argentina, 1,290 from 
Australia, 1,182 from Hungary, 905 from 
Russia and 701 from Germany. 

* The bulk of the Belgian flour we now 
get is patent, but a considerable propor- 
tion of French, Argentine, and even Hun- 
garian receipts is believed to be low grade. 

LONDON MILL PRICES WEAK 

Though the official price of London- 
milled flour is no lower, millers have given 
way to the extent of threepence during 
the past ten days. Competition among 
millers in this city appears to be keener 
than ever. At any rate, the number of 
sales under the nominal price seems to be 
increasing, and as fresh business. is still 
difficult to secure, this must be the result 
of desperate competition on the part of 
certain mills to get hold of trade. 

Within the last few weeks, I have heard 
of more than one miller offering house- 
holds to bakers at 26s 6d delivered, with a 
discount of sixpence for payment within 


seven days. Yet the official price of house-. 


holds is 28s. 

English country flour is unchanged in 
value, and meets a steady though rather 
dull trade. English wheat is getting very 
scarce in many parts of England, and if 
country millers were wholly dependent 
on it, their case would be.a hard one. 

Australian flour on the spot is at last 
week’s price,but the demand seems a little 
better. Australian mill prices for new- 
crop flour are rather easier, though still 
well above the level of this market. 

Hungarians are slow at 2435s for good 
Budapest patents. The .Budapest mill 
price seems on the average to be now 
equal to 34s 6d ex-store in London. 

ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 


The following table shows eatries of 
foreign flour into London for the past two 
weeks, with the respective countries of or- 
igin, in sacks of 280 lbs: Jan13 Jané6 
United States (Atlantic ports).. 15,637 20.544 








Hungary 5.60 910 
NNN. ao nce Scaosa axe swoon snap 3.692 2,190 
Belgium 2,130 4,079 
Australia 1,049 3,040 

ollan 289 576 
I acess can sccu age anne ence anyees 1,756 
MUI. 3. sb tina oe 0s.cnse ours Gaeees 250 
TE Foe cise ler avveeseeens certs cael 125 
MIN ia nc o:53G5a.c be dca o estan Oren eae 75 
BOS soo oot aia cee conmatavedtndinved aanaee 7 

TI oso nach sak esenaceee 28,367 33,552 


AVERAGE WEEKLY RECEIPTS 
Average weekly London receipts for four 
weeks ending: Jan 13° Dec 16 Nov 18 


Foreign wheat* ........ 64,795 90.752 85,789 
British wheat? ......... 716 1,254 607 
Foreign flourt.:........ 31,086 41,973 33.717 


Forei'nand British flo’r¢ 56,491 60,144 62.247 
*Qrs (480 lbs) +*Qrsa (504 lbs) +¢Sacks (280 lbs) 
MONEY MARKET 


The demand for money, which is in am- 
ple supply, was active the latter part of 
last week but this week there is less in- 
quiry. Discount rates are easier but there 
is no indication of very cheap money at 
present. This week some substantial calls 
fall due, including £1,500,000 on Exche- 
quer bonds, £700,000 on Natal Government 
Consolidated stock, £1,500,000 on the last 
Japanese six per cent issue, and over £1,- 
000,000 on Irish Land stock, which will cer- 
tainly considerably reduce available funds. 
On the other hand, £2,500,000 treasury bills 
mature during this week which will add 
to market supplies. 

Gold is still being sold actively for 
French account but the price has fallen to 
Tis 9%d. Gold to the value of £1,500,000 
is now on its way to this country of which 
£683,000 is coming from the Cape. The 
whole of the £683,000 is on one steamer 
and is the largest shipment ever brought 
over by a single ship. 





Quotations: Today Last week 
Bank of England rate......... 3 3 
Consols for money........ .. 88y% 885, 
Consols for the account ....... 88% RS 75 
Bankers’ deposit rate ...... 1% 1% 


Discount houses’ deposit rate 
” 


cl ae se oo 2 
ee a ee 24 24 
Discount rates 
CEE NOs ovinkcs cece csc cece: SOD 14%@2 
Short time loans............2 @ 2 @2% 
Bank bills, 2 months......... 2%4@2% 2%@2% 
Bank bills, 3 months......... 24@2,% 2%@ 
Bank bills, 4 months......... 24%@G2% 2%@ 
Bank bills, 6 months......... 2e@2 25% @2% 
We WE va dake fn sks a0ee eee 2%@Q@3%4 2%@3% 
Argentine gold premium.......127.27% 127.27% 





GLASGOW, JAN. 16 


The market in Glasgow has been very 
steady for wheat since I last wrote; in- 
deed, I should rather say that the tendency 
of values has been upward. Firmuess has 
characterized the market for several 
weeks, and since the beginning of the year 
Australian cargoes are ninepence a quar- 
ter dearer, while Plates are held for three- 


pence to sixpence more money. Manito- 
bans, influenced by the advance in the 
United States, are from one penny to two 
shillings a quarter above the pa that 
were ruling in December. 

The advance has rather thrown buyers 
off; their idea is that values havea chance 
now to relapse. Opinion, however, is di- 
vided on this score. Certainly if one 
glances at what is transpiring in the other 
markets throughout Scotland, he sees 
that there is no going back in prices, and 
I have invariably found that one can rely 
pretty much on the provincial markets 
being a faithful barometer of the genera} 
trend of things in the grain trade. 

What the Glasgow trade want is Manito- 
ba wheat, because it is hard and suits the 
purpose of the millers. They employ it 
for mixing, and as it has reach what 
might be termed a prohibitive figure, th- 
business done has consequently been re 
stricted. 

‘*How’s things?’”’? I asked of a leading 
Glasgow miller. ‘‘Oh, well,’’ said he, 
‘*they are much the same as they were. | 
can not say that there is any alteration ii 
prices. There is, perhaps, a little more 
inquiry for flour, but the improvement i: 
not marked. What the future holds, it is 
very hard to venture an opinion on. |! 
would say that the trade since the year 
opened has not come up to expectations. 
but I believe that there will be a turn for 
the better before long. The only feature 
in the market is the scarcity of Manitob: 
wheat. <A good deal of Russian has been 
offering, and I have heard it said that 
there has been a fair business passing. | 
am rather inclined to think that the sale 
have been only very moderate, although |! 
will admit that I have bought a fair line 
of Russian wheat this week. In a sen 
tence, the flour trade in Glasgow is 
quiet.”’ 

At Friday’s market there was more dis 
position to do business in flour, but I can 
not say that there was any improvement 
in values. The millers are all fully en 
gaged on old contracts, but what they fee! 
is that they wish they had booked them at 
a higher level, seeing they have today to 
pay so much for their wheat. 

Glasgow wants good flour. There is 
abundance of soft flour. Generally speak 
ing, the demand for flour remains quiet 
and when I say that wheat is firm, it may 
surprise some that flour should not have 
moved in sympathy. The reason is that 
there is a surfeit of flour in the market. 
and the feeling is that values will not go 
any dearer, at least, for some time. The 
only grades that have commanded any 
thing like attention have been those with 
strength. Continental flours especially 
are very difficult to move, even although 
the prices are comparatively low. 

Town-made flour in Glasgow was priced 
this week at 30s per 280 lbs; Hungarian, 
32s 6d@34s, while French conld be had at 
2527s, according to quality:~ Canadian 
patents were priced at 28s 6d@29s 6d; win 
ter wheat, 288 6d@32s 6d; Minnesota 
straight, 24s 6d@25s 6d; patents, 31s 6dj@ 
33s; Milwaukee straight, 24s@24s 6d, and 
patents, 29s(@30s 6d. 

There was more inquiry for flour on 
Monday at late prices. Canadian peas in 
Glasgow were about 1'¢d per boll cheaper, 
and Indian whites, owing to arrivals, 
were sixpence a boll lower. Indian corn 
was from 4!sd to 6d per boll down on the 
week-for new American mixed, the price 
being 12s 4'¢d@12s 6d. Round was reduced 
threepence 280 Ibs, to 12s 104¢d. Grinding 
beans were steady; other articles un- 
changed. 

The Edinburg flour market has been 
quiet during the last eight days. First 
quality realized 33s per 280 lbs; second, 
3ls; and third, 29s. The oatmeal millers 
both in Edinburg and Midlothian were 
seeking previous prices for their commod- 
ities. The sales were nothing to boast 
about. 

Firmness has been the feature of the 
grain market in Leith, especially for 
wheat. However, there has not been a 
very much doing, due, of course, to the 
holidays. For shipment Manitoban wheats 
were held for full rates, while north Rus- 
sian wheats were also quoted at firmer 
prices. The advance in Plate and Austra- 
lian cargoes was threepence on the week. 
Foreign oats on spot were quiet, and the 
sales effected were at late figures. For 
shipment, prices were as before. Malting 
and grinding barley were steady. 

The following were the approximate im- 
portations at Glasgow during the past 
week, of the foreign traffics named, with 
the same information for corresponding 
week of last year: 

Last week 1904 
Lf) ST earn rere Te: 


NE Gis. vous agthiss beaks env TY, San 
NM ae anes d asa h ak indce ie 14,370 5,850 
CGM 2. anbsnades uke edeuas cave aan. | cente 
RN SUNN SS, ee dleccat 25.160 20,600 
eee ery Pere ee 2,340 1,140 


Of the grain imports at. Glasgow ng 
the past week the Donaldson Line had in 
2,100 tons, Allan Line, 7,320; and Burrell 
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(Hungarian flour) 1,560. The total in- 
cludes 1,290 tons of rye from Black Sea per 
Clara, into Weir; she had also 2,500 tons of 
other grain. 





LIVERPOOL, JAN. 17 


‘he wheat market has steadily declined 
during the last seven days, though the 
world’s week’s shipments were on a re- 
duced scale. Thé exporting capacity of 
India and Argentina are bearish factors 
which are depressing prices and numbing 
activity. Options are 2!¢@23gd lower on 
the week. 

The flour market has not responded to 
the sanguine expectations of the trade, 
who were so hopeful of a pronounced re- 
vival of demand with the advent of the 
new year. The needed stimulus is con- 
spicuously missing, and business has fol- 
lowed its course on dreary humdrum con- 
sumptive lines. Though the inquiry ap- 
pears to be more general, the resulting 
sules have proved to be of a very retail 
character. 

it is understood by those best informed 
that bakers are running on bare boards, 
but in the absence of any tangible induce 
ment to anticipate future wants, they still 
adhere to the policy of meeting their im- 
mediate requirements as they arise. The 
skimped profit of the present price of 
b:ead isa strong deterrent to Jaunching 
out and in addition the downward tend- 
eucy of the raw material encourages the 
rational belief that the manufactured ar- 
ticle must sooner or later follow suit. 
Meantime stocks of foreign flour are with- 
ii such limited dimensions that there is 
io pressure to realize, on the part of hold- 
ers, especially in view of the fact that ex- 
porting sources are not offering for ship- 
ment on a parity with spot values. 

Prices on the spot, though undoubtedly 
favoring buyers, are wonderfully well 
naintained and are not quotably lower. 
The — arises, how long will it be 
possible for holders to persist in their 
patient waiting for the ‘‘good time com- 
ing,’? a consummation long looked for and 
apparently still a remote contingency. 

Local millers have not experienced a 
very rosy time in regard to new business, 
hut the demand for deliveries on old con- 

racts has proved fairly satisfactory, in 
‘me instances enabling millers to effect 
ratifying clearances of accummulated 
ocks, that bug-bear of producing con- 
cerns. In these circumstances it has not 
heen felt necessary to resort to a reduction 

n prices to accelerate sales. At today’s 

sual conference, notwithstanding the de- 
cline in wheat, previous limits were con- 
lirmed. 

American millers of both spring and 
winter wheats show no indication of their 
ability to come into line on a practical. 
basis for export to this country. Prices 

or shipment remain shillings above im- 
iorters’ views of sound business. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
luding Canada, to Liverpool last week 

ere 10,000 280-Ib sacks and to the United 

\ingdom, 20,000, against 133,000 the same 
veek last year. Since Aug. 1 the total 

hipments to the United Kingdom are 

nly 1,041,000, against 2,959,000 last season. 

Low-grade flours are not arriving in 
irge quantities yet and though a little is 
ffering on re-sale from quay it does not 
ommand recent full prices owing to the 
ieavy decline of about two shillings per 
‘80 Ibs in local millers’ thirds. Some con- 
ignments of French on passage, nearly 
jue, fail to elicit offers on the basis of 
rices asked for shipment, which appear to 
i 1ls@1s 6d above spot intrinsic values. 
some further business has resulted in so- 
alled Minnesota second clears for ship- 
nent at about 16sc.i.f., and is still offering 
itsame price. Hungarian flours continue 
luggish and are only in retail request on 
pot and have no attraction for importers 
or shipment even on terms equivalent to 
pot values. 

French flours area very slow sale and 
ail to interest the general body of the 
rade at current prices, which are nomin- 
illy unchanged. As stocks here are accu- 
mulating and engagements for forward 
shipment are not yet liquidated there is no 
neclination to embark on further ventures 
n the present state of the market. Bel- 
zian flours are on all fours, with French 
1 spot and in transit, and for some rea- 
son are neglected for shipment. 

Australian flours are in rather better re- 
juest than of late at about recent rates 
but the volume of business is comparative- 
ly small. Prices of parcels for shipment 
ire still above the market, owing to high 
steamer freights. The sailer cargoes for or- 
lers on passage remain unsold. Chilian 
and Indian flours have few friends at the 
prices asked. 


HOLLAND, JAN. 16 


The Dutch flour market is weak and, 
with prices falling, only a slack trade is 
passing. No sooner did afew. American 
millers offer first clear flour at. 10°/fl c.i.f. 
than forward operations became quite ani- 
mated. This improvement did not Jast 
long; however, for when buyers heard of 
this price being generally quoted purchas- 
es were stopped, and now only lower bids 
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can be obtained which do not lead to busi- 
ness. 

Both Belgian and home millers’ prices 
have come down as well and while the 
former can be had at 10fl c.i.f. the latter is 
offered at 108(fl per 100 kolis, home deliv- 
ered. 

Two Dutch flour merchants have failed 
in quick succession and though the liabil- 
ities are not very large most flour dealers 
suffer a loss, which in these times of slack- 
ness of trade is doubly felt. 

American millers quote spring wheat 
first patent at 14!¢fl; spring wheat second 
patent at 14fl; spring wheat first clear at 
103; f1; and spring wheat choice low grade 
at 73¢@sfl. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 
By J. W. RUSH, LONDON, ENG. 


A weaker feeling has obtained in the 
European wheat markets during the past 
week, mainly owing to the continued 
abundance of Indian wheat, especially 
from Kurrachee, and partly to a fear of a 
pressure to sell new La Plata wheat now 
that it is coming more freely to the sea- 
board. 

These two descriptions of wheat are now 
so relatively cheap, and the prospective 
supplies from India, if the first official es- 
timate of the crop be borne out, so large, 
that the wheat traders in Europe are be- 
ginning to feel that the extraordinary posi- 
tion with regard to prices and supplies in 
America has already been discounted, and 
that it will require still another season of 
short American crops to bring about any 
further decided advance in the general 
level of European prices. 

In a general way it may be said that 
prices start the year about two shillings 
per quarter above last year’s point, which 
advance may be regarded as the measure 
by which Europe regards the effects, so 
far, of America’s failure to export wheat 
in any quantity. It may safely be said, 
however, that in my opinion the advance 
would have been far greater had it not 
been for the abnormal abundance of Indian 
wheat, the supplies of which have exceed- 
ed those of 1903 by about 32 million bush- 
els. This is, of course, far from filling up 
the loss of over 100 million bushels in the 
American and Canadian supplies in 1904, 
compared with 1903; that has been done 
toa sufficient extent by Argentina and 
Australia. But as Indian wheat is not, of 
itself, so far regarded by English millers 
as capable of making a saleable sack of 
flour, any excessive supply tends to un- 
duly depress the price. 

Thus it happens that Indian wheat is 
practically at the same level as at this time 
last year, as the following comparison of 
prices on Jan. 1 in the past three years 
will show: 

No. l northern Manitoba, ie 1904 1903 


January shipment ...... 35s 9d 32s 3d 29s 9d 
28891 27s 9d 





No. 2 hard winter, Janu- 
WT IIIs Sin 8s 6.0 s.de An eves 
La Plata (62 1b) January- 


OMI 55 05 vc kes wane 30s 3d 28s 6d 28s 
Walla, prompt ............ 33s 31s 20s 
No. 2 Calcutta, January 

shipment ........ ha soaks a7 30s 3d- 30s 3d 29s 6d 
Town households flour in 

London, ex-mill......... 263 24s 6d 23s 


First American spring pat- 
ents, ex-store..........., 318 27s 25s 3d 
Asa kind of expression as to the proba- 

bility of prices in the spring and summer 


‘Sse article on page 251.) 


months, it is worth noting that new crop 
No. 2 Caleutta for April-May-June ship- 
ment is obtainable at 29s 6d to 29s 9d per 
492 Ibs c.i.f., whereas at this time last year 
30s was the price. The same is the case 
with New La Plata wheat, which is 
offered at 30s for February-March ship- 
ments of 61 Ibs guaranteed. Evidently, 
therefore, these two sources of supply are 
expected to make up for the shortcomings 
of American and Canada. The more im- 
mediate future, however, presents a rather 
different aspect. 

The first three months of 1905 are likely 
to witness short supplies and a very large 
reduction in our stocks, which latter are 
still large. However, a decrease of about 
50 per cent in our port stocks, which 
seems probable during these three months, 
is hardly likely to coincide with declining 
prices, although it is probable that the big 
shipments from Argentina and India will 
keep values in check until something be 
known of the outlook of the next Europe- 
an crop. 

The following estimate by Beerbohm of 
the probable supplies in the United King- 
dom for Jan. 1 to March 31, compared with 
the actual receipts in the two previous 
years, will tend to explain the position in 
figures (in quarters, hundreds omitted) : 

1905 1904 1903 

Probable Actu’l Actu’l 

U. S.—Atlantic and Canada... 750 2,637 2,807 
U. 8.—Pacific 200 103 606 











Russia ...... - 1,250 1,010 1,025 
Argentina .. Eee. .. TO 880 546 
eck caw acnhas shieteaces 1,500 9 371 
PRIN 6 Sos aknedinh wees sous 600 Osan 
Sundry foreign ports ......... 400 530 235 
English wheat................. 1.200 1,300 1,750 

DORRI, 6055s acs tia sntcseeses: BAD BEM tae 
Estimated requirements...... 8,000 7,950 7.750 


NN a tig wena: wed 
Port stocks Jan. 1............ 
Port stock~ April 1 

*Estimated. 

It may, I think, be taken for granted 
that the supplies will only exceed the total 
shown above in case higher prices attract 
larger shipments from Russia 


WHEAT CROP OF THE WORLD 


Below, I give the latest and most com- 
plete account of the world’s wheat produc- 
tion in 1904, compared with the five previ- 
ous years. I should explain that the crop 
of Japan, officially reported, is now add- 
ed, and other additions and corrections 
made since this statement last appeared. 
(The figures represent quarters of 480 lbs, 
hundreds omitted) : 

é 1904 1903 
) 5.750 





1°02 1901 1900 









Austria...... 5,000 6.200 5500 5,100 
Hungary*... 17,000 2 22.800 16.820 19,000 
Belgium ..... 1,750 1,750 1,750 1,500 
Bulgaria..... 6,000 5,000 4.000 3,000 
Denmark.... 400 f 400 250 325 
France ...... 37.000 45,6 41,500 38,000 40,650 
Germany .... 17,500 16,5 17,900 13,750 19,500 
Greece....... 750 75 750 650 750 
Holland ..... 750 750 650 500 
Diodad tees 17,000 20,000 16,000 19,000 16,500 
Portugal .... 400 650 750 600 500 
Roumania.... 6,750 9,400 9,900 9,000 6,750 
Russiat...... 82,000 76,500 75,000 53,000 52,7 
Servia.. - 1500 15 1,350 1,750 1,500 
Spain . 11,000 12,500 13,500 14,000 12,250 
Sweden...... 550 5 


500 i, 
Switzerland 450 500 500 400 500 
Turkey (Eu- 
rope)...... 4.500 5,000 5,000 4,000 4,000 
Us ae Kew veko'n 4,750 6,000 7,250 7,000 6,800 
Total for 
Europe ..215,000 230,270 226.800 190,620 191/425 
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10+ =1903 §=©1902 180 1900 
0 500 ; 





Algeria ...... 3,250 3,500 4,5 3,250 3,000 
| Se 1,000 1,200 800 
ArgentineRe- 

public ..... 15,000 
Australasia... 7,000 
Asia Minor.. 4.500 
Canada...... 9,000 
Cire Colony 550 

+” ears 000 
Egypt ....... 1,500 
TS oss 44,(00 
Persia ....... 000 
ITEM .2 56 s0ne 2,500 
UnitedStates 67,000 
Uruguay .... 1,250 
Mexico ...... 2.000 
Japan........ 11,600 

Total out of 


Europe ..175 





150 178,425 170,850 180,150 149,925 


Grand tot’1390,150 408,695 397,650 370,770 341.350 
*Including Slavonia and Croatia. +Includin 
Poland and Siberia. . 


Regarding the question of supply and 
demand from the universal point of view, 
the above statement shows no sign of 
scarcity, for the crop of 1904 is apparently 
15 million quarters or 120 million bushels 
beyond the average of the five preceding 
years. 


The maize market is probably not with- 
out some influence upon wheat. Rouman- 
ia, as we know, has had to import maize 
this season, an unheard of circumstance 
hitherto, and La Plata supplies which 
were enormous last year, are now on 
the point of ceasing until the new crop be- 
comes available next May. This, of course, 
leaves America practically the only source 
of supply for the next three months for 
Europe. 

Nevertheless, we find America pressing 
her corn at below 20s per qrc.i.f.; in point 
of fact, as low as 18s 6d has been accepted 
this week for shipment to Liverpool - from 
Gulf ports. What surprises us here is 
that, with wheat at New York at $1.20 per 
bu, or 40s per 280 lbs, such low prices for 
maize should be accepted. It is true that 
Argentina expects another big crop in 
May, and is offering May-June shipments 
at 19s 9d per 480 c.i.f., compared with the 
value of 21s 6d on the spot here, but maize 
is today absolutely the cheapest feeding- 
stuff and by comparison American corn is 
worth more than is being obtained for it. 

It may be iuteresting to give here the 
past four years’ shipments of maize from 
the leading countries, in quarters, hun- 





dreds omitted: 1904 1908 1902 1901 
U.S. America..........{ 5.250 10,150 5 11,710 
Argentina....... 4,980 


Danubian countries.... 3, 
) rae 


6,000 


1,625 








Total................0+21,800 25,175 18,835 24.315 





Exrort Corn Rates 


Chicago Trade Bulletin: The Missouri 
Pacific lately filed a tariff with the inter- 
state commerce commission to cover 1,- 
750,000 bus corn from Omaha to New Or- 
leans, at a rate of 13c per 100 Ibs. The 
Burlington, the Illinois Central and the 
Rock Island also put in the same rate, and 
from Omaha one of 13c, and from Kansas 
City to New Orleans one of 12c. In all, 
these roads. have contracted to carry 4,- 
000,000 bus, and with the 1,000,000 bus pre- 
viously taken by the Missouri Pacific, 


makes 5,000,000 to be shipped for export 
via Gulf ports, from Chicago territory. 
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THE HOPPER 


MR. MILLER’S CHRISTMAS TRIP 


In Australia the price of flour is figured 
by the ton. The following from the Mill- 
ers’ Journal of Australasia, shows how a 
miller there “‘blew in’’ over 17 tons of 
flour on a holiday trip. 

Mr. Miller, after ten years of ups and 
downs at Wheatville, managed todo pretty 
well in ’03-4, so he finally yielded to the 
pressure steadily applied by his wife, 
daughter, and son Jack, and took atrip to 
Sydney at Christmas with his family. 
They bad what Mr. Jack described as ‘‘a 
high old time,’’ but Mr. Miller says he 
will have to work the old mill ‘‘eight days 
a week for three months’’ to make up for 
it. Being a methodical man, Mr. Miller 
kept a record of bis expenses, and being 
accustomed in Wheatville to state his ac- 
counts ‘‘in flour,’’ he followed his usual 
practice on this occasion, with the result 
given below: 














Purchase of clothes for trip.............. 3 tons 
DE CEM bin os oo x ws hice sac cses. 60k 1 ton 
Refreshments on way ..................:- 1 bag 
Sight-se2ing. theaters. etc................ 1 ton 
Metropolitan—Expenses.................. 3 bags 
Attended political banquet—-Paid police- 
man finding lodgings................... ag 
Chemist— Removing effects of banquet..20 Ibs 
PARIRITEE BON (IRBCK) «055 oss cece cece cctes bag 
Squaring assaulted party . .............. 3 bags 
OR NG Seer ree 
Refreshments................. «+ L. Oo 
Cigars (self and Jack)........ ... 2 bags 
Clothes (self and Jack)................... 2 tons 
Clothes (wife and daughter)............. 8 tons 
Wire to Wheatville for more money .... 8 lbs 
Swearing statutory declaration before 
J. P. that “I'll never do it again”’...... 18 lbs 
\ 17 tons 
Total ......7* 11 bags 
(46 Ibs 


ROLLER BEARINGS FOR ROLLER MILLS 


A firm of German machinists is now ad- 
vertising that all the principal bearings in 
their milling machinery are provided 
either with their patent roller bearings or 
with their patent ventilated bearings. <A 
saving of 30 per cent in power and com- 
plete immunity from fire risk are the ad- 
vantages claimed for these improvements. 

There is no reason why roller bearings, 
which have reduced friction and power 
consumption so much in many machines 
from bicycles up, should not be more ex- 
tensively employed in the machinery and 
equipment of flour mills. So far as is 
known to the writer, there is noroller mill 
of American make having roller bearings. 

With due regard to the splendid achieve- 
ments of American millwrights and mill- 
builders, from the days of Oliver Evans to 
the present time, the Hopper would sug- 
gest that constant improvement is going 
on in the technical side of milling else- 
where. It isto be hoped that American 
millbuilders will not rest on their oars, 
but will constantly strive to improve both 
on their milling machines and processes. 

In this, American millowners may en- 
courage and second the efforts of mill- 
builders, by not skimping on the price of 
milling machines. ‘The prices paid for 
roller mills in Germany, for instance, are 
so much higher than those paid in the 
United States, that the maker can afford 
to turn out a better machine. 

At the forthcoming international ex- 
hibition of milling machinery in Paris, 
millers will have an opportunity of com- 
paring the machinery of various coun- 
tries. 

AS TO TRADE-MARKS 

A correspondent writes the Northwest- 
erp Miller something as follows, the brand 
and date being fictitious: 

“We are using the brand of Niblick for 
our high patent flour and have done so 
since 1900. Another mill uses the same 
word but with a different design, and that 
mill bas it copyrighted. They are now 
asking us to quit using this brand, claim- 
ing that it is an infringement. Please 
state to us whether we will be compelled 
to abandon the brand.”’ 

In reply the mill was advised that if tbe 
date of the copyright was prior to the 
date when the brand was first used by the 
inquirer, its use should certainly be 
stopped, unless an amicable arrangement 
could be made whereby its use could be 
continued. 

If, on the other hand, the mill making 
the inquiry had begun the use of the 
brand before the application for the copy- 
right was filed by the other mill, then the 
mill was advised that it could continue 
the use of the brand. The mill owning 
the copyright would have a prima facie 
proof of ownership, on which it could 
bring suit to compel the alleged imitator 
to stop the use of ‘*Niblick.”’ 

In that case it would be a question 
whether there was enough value attaching 
to the use of the brand by the inquirer to 
make it worth while to fight the case. 


Probably on submission of proof to the 
holder of the copyright that the inquirer 
had made prior use of it, the holder of the 
copyright would make no further objec- 
tion. 
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FLOUR DRAWBACK 


Secretary Shaw Replies to Resolution of the North Dakota Legisla- 
ture—Rights of Millers Officially Stated—Mooted 
Question Clearly Defined 


The copyright laws of the United States 
are such that possession of a copyright 
does not constitute absolute proof of own- 
ership. Firms accused of infringing a 
copyright may set up as defense, either 
that the brand as used by them is not a 
colorable imitation, or that they are en- 
titled to it from prior use. 

Prior use constitutes a perfectly valid 
defense. But the other ground is a very 
uncertain one. The courts naturally and 
very properly give the owner of a brand, 
whether it be copyrighted or not, full pro- 
tection against any imitation that is cal- 
culated to deceive, even though the actual 
wording be different. 


SEED WHEAT 


(Continued from page 252.) 


better than the old-fashioned fife in the 
northern part of Minnesota and North Da- 
kota. Common blue-stem, especially that 
tracing back to stocks from Mr. Haynes 
of Fargo, is also better for seed than com- 
mon fife from Canada. 


REAL STANDARD OF VALUE 


The millers have too long insisted that 
milling quaJity isa measure of value of 
seed for farmers. The ridiculously low av- 
erage of 14 bus per acre for Minnesota, and 
12 and 13 bus for the Dakotas, is an _ econ- 
omic blunder far more grave than the too 
rapid introduction of durum or macaroni 
varieties. In fact, holding quality up all 
the time and working on yield so little 
helped to make the situation which is 
bringing macaroni wheat into use. Many 
will probably extend the acreage of durum 
wheats the coming year, in part because 
some of these varieties are peculiarly rust- 
resistant, and millers should be especial- 
ly active in working out methods of mill- 
ing, mixing the flour and ‘marketing the 
products of this new class of wheat. It is 
only proper to suggest that these wheats 
may yield so much more value an acre that 
their use will extend far beyond the acre- 
age now devoted to them. 

Breeding the bread wheats, especially 
the winter wheats, to higher yields per 
acre, is all that will save the territory to 
bread wheats. 

The prospective 2,000 new varieties of 
hardy winter wheats now growing at the 
Minnesota University farm, and being 
nursed by Professor Carlyle, as he would 
a new-born lamb, and similar stocks in 
other state experiment stations, have more 
of economic interest to the future grain 
interests than those interested understand. 
The experiment stations, in co-operation 
with the federal department of agricul- 
ture, are coming to realize that by long- 
continued efforts in scientific breeding 
much can be done toward increasing the 
yield of wheat fields of the middle north- 
west. 

TO ENCOURAGE USE OF GOOD SEED 

The armers, grain dealers, millers and 
legislatures should help the farmers find 
Minnesota No. 169 and Minnesota No. 163 
wheat for seed, and those who have these 
varieties for sale should have prices which 
would leave them sufficient net profit to 
encourage growers to produce, advertise 
and_ sell well cleaned seed of pure-bred 
stocks. The experiment station will have 
other new pure-bred varieties of wheat, 
oats, flax, corn, barley, etc., to sell, and 
good prices are the best agency to keep dis- 
tribution going until a variety is in gen- 
eral use. I know that Dean Liggett is 
ready to belp finance more breeding of 
wheat and other crops, and that Profess- 
ors Boss and Bull, and their associates, can 
do the breeding. Grain men and millers 
ought no longer to disregard suggestions 
to help the experiment stations in bringing 
their new varieties into general use. 

The secretary of agriculture increases 
in zeal to co-operate with the states to 
breed plants aud otherwise aid agricul- 
ture, and congress has evidently made no 
change in the policy of helping those who 
will heip themselves. The legislature can 
not be what may be called liberal in a 
business policy of investing #1 in wheat 
breeding, to get back #100. It would be 
mere business if the return were only ten- 
fold. 








Royston Milling Co. in Court 


A petition bas been filed to throw the 
Royston Milling Co. of Fremont, Neb., in- 
to involuntary bankruptcy. The hearing 
will be had in the United States district 
court at Omaha, some time in February. 
According to a local paper the secured 
creditors will contest the right of the Roy- 
ston Milling Co. to become a bankrupt, on 
the ground that the bona fide unsecured 
claims amount to less than #500. If the 
bankruptcy petition is granted, the effect 
will be to set aside certain preferences. 
Two British importers are understood 
to have claims toa large amount on un- 
filled contracts. 





Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore, N. D: 
No wheat is coming from farmers. Gen- 
eral flour business unsatisfactory. Feed 
is lower. 





The following letter from Secretary 
Shaw isin reply to the recent resolution 
of the North Dakota legislature express- 
ing the opinion that granting of drawback 
on flour manufactured in part from Ca- 
nadian wheat and in part from home- 
grown wheat would practically nullify the 
twenty-five cents per bushel on wheat, an 
engrossed copy of which was forwarded to 
the secretary of the treasury and fhe mem- 
bers of congress from that state. 


SECRETARY SHAW’S LETTER 


‘‘T am in receipt of a concurrent resolu- 
tion introduced and passed in the North 
Dakota legislature relative to the applica- 
tion of certain millers fora drawback on 
wheat produced in part from Canadian 
and in part from American wheat. 

‘Section 15 of the Dingley Tariff Act re- 
lates to manufacturers in bond. Material 
used in bonded factories pays no duty 
whatever, and the question of drawback 
does not apply. Section 30 of the Dingley 
Tariff Act unequivocally permits a draw- 
back on the exportation of articles pro- 
duced wholly from imported material. 
This, of course, applies to flour as well as 
to other manufactures. 


AMBIGUITY AS TO DRAWBACK 


‘*Thus far there is no conflict of opinion. 
The only ambiguity is in reference to a 
drawback on the exportation of articles 
produced in part from imported and in 
part from domestic material when the 
amount of imported material does not so 
appear to the eye in the completed article 
that the quantity or measure thereof can 
be ascertained. You will see that it is im- 
portant to understand the issue involved 
in order to understand either the argu- 
ment in support of the request or the 
effect of granting the same. 


OLNEY’S OPINION 


‘It is conceded, of course, that the 
amount of imported wheat used in the 
manufacture of a barrel of flour does pot 
appear to the eye. In an analogous case 
Attorney General Olney held that the 
amount or quantity of imported material 
used must appear to the eye in the com- 
pleted article to entitle it to a drawback. 
This opinion was overruled, however, by 
Attorney General Griggs, who, in an anal- 
ogous case, held that if the amount of 
imported material was ascertainable in 
any other way than by the exercise of the 
sense of sight, the drawback could be al- 
lowed. In his opinion the requirement 
was met if the amount of imported ma- 
terial used was made to appear to the 
knowledge and understanding of the per- 
son charged with the responsibility of de- 
ciding. 

LATER DECISION BY GRIGGS 

‘This opinion, I repeat, overruled the 
opinion of Attorney General Olney, and is 
as binding upon the secretary of the treas- 
ury as though the Olney opinion had never 
been rendered. It does not leave the secre- 
tary of the treasury in the position of hav- 
ing two opinions with a discretion as to 
which one he shall follow. 

‘*But, antagonistic opinion having been 
rendered, and there being some opposition 
to the request, I have taken occasion again 
to submit the question to the attorney 
general. I doubt not your body will ap- 
prove this course. The treasury depart- 
ment in the execution of the laws, is con- 
trolled by the opinion of the attorney gen- 
eral, and his opinion is the department’s 
court of last resort. 

WOULD NOT NULLIFY PARAGRAPH 234 

‘*‘Having explained what has been done 
I would be authorized to dismiss the sub- 
ject, but I notice in the resolution the ex- 
pressed opinion that ‘the granting of the 
application will practically nullify para- 
graph 234 of the Dingley law.’ Evidently 
Mr. Dingley was not of this opinion, for 
the two provisions are in the same bill. 
But if you are correct, and if section 30 
nullifies any portion of the act of which it 
is a part, then the remedy is with the con- 
gress and not with the administrative 
branch of the government. 

M’KINLEY IS QUOTED 

The provisions of law under considera- 
tion first appear in the McKinley tariff of 
1890. In his speech explaining what was 
intended, after referring to the right of 
drawback, previously granted on articles 
produced wholly of foreign material, Mr. 
McKinley uses this language: 

***We have extended this provision and 
in every way possible liberalized it so that 
the domestic and foreign product can be 
combined and still ao the exporter 
ninety-nine per cent upon the duty he 
pays upon his foreign material intended 
or export, which is in effect what free 
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traders and our political opponents are 
clamoring for, namely, free raw material 
for the foreign trade. 

‘‘During the speech, Mr. Springer inter- 
rupted: ‘Will the gentleman permit me 
to ask if that applies also to wool?’ To 
this Mr. McKinley answered: ‘Yes, it ap- 
plies to anything they choose to import 
for purposes of manufacture.’ 


OBJECT OF TARIFF SCHEDULES 


**It therefore occurs to me that possibly 

ou may have slightly misunderstood the 
ntent of the Dingley tariff act and the 
preceding McKinley tariff act. Taritf 
schedules were enacted for the purpose of 
protecting the American producer within 
the American market, and sections 15 and 
39 of the same law were enacted to aid th 
American producer in his efforts to suc 
cessfully compete in foreign markets. 

**You will readily understand that con 

gress could not protect the American pro- 
ducer in foreign markets, however it 
might try. Taking this view of the case. 
you will recognize that two provisions 
—protection for the encouragement of 
American producers for the American 
market, and drawbacks for the encourage 
ment of American exporters—are consist 
ent. 


WHAT THE DINGLEY LAW SAYS 


‘If I understand the Dingley law cor 
rectly, it in effect says to the American 
producer, artisan and farmer, you shal! 
have protection within the American mar 
ket. Whoever invades the American mar 
ket must pay duty upon the articles with 
which he makes invasion. But the sam: 
law says to the American exporter, if you 
will employ American labor, pay Ameri 
can wages, you shall have every possible 
advantage in your effort to reach foreign 
markets. 


LABOR PROTECTED 


‘*You shall have free iron, free Jead, free 
wool, free hides, free wheat, free every 
thing, except labor. There must be neith 
er contract labor nor coolie labor employed 
even in the manufacture of goods for ex 
port. 

‘‘American wages must be paid so that 
the American laborer shall be able to put 
a roof over his family, unpatched clothes 
upon his children, and have meat upon 
his table at least once each day. If I am 
correct, the Dingley law is consistent with 
itself, and does no violence to the prin 
ciple of protection to and the encourage 
ment of American industries. 


RIGHTS OF AMERICAN MILLERS 


‘*From what I have already said it will 
appear that the real issue involved is 
quite unimportant. The American man 
ufacturer of flour has the unquestioned 
right to grind imported wheat in bond, 
export his product, and pay no duty. He 
also has the unquestioned right to grind 
Canadian wheat out of bond, and, if he 
export all his product, get a drawback 
equal to ninety-nine per cent of the duty 
he has paid. He also has the unquestioned 
right to export a portion of his product, 
and get a proportionate share of the nine- 
ty-nine per cent of the duty he had paid, 
based upon the relative market value of 
the portion exported and the portion en- 
tering the American market for consump- 
tion. This has been passed upon and ap- 

roved by the supreme court of the United 
States. 
AN ILLUSTRATION 


‘‘Worked out in an actual example we 
have this proposition. The American 
miller can import, say, four bushels of 
wheat, paying one dollar duty thereon, 
and when he exports a barrel of flour, the 
product of this wheat, get in drawback 
such portion of ninety-nine cents as the 
market value of the barre] of flour bears 
to the market value of the entire product 
of the imported wheat. 

THE QUESTION AT ISSUE 

‘‘The question submitted to the attorney 
general is whether the American miller 
can import two bushels of Canadian 
wheat, paying fifty cents in duty, blend 
this with two bushels of American wheat, 
export a barrel of flour, and recover any 
portion of the duty he has paid. It has 
from the beginning seemed a little strange 
to me that there should be so much objec- 
tion to the consumption of a moiety of 
American wheat. 

‘*Believing the question has not been 
fairly presented to your body, I have tak- 
en the liberty of replying somewhat in de- 
tail to your very courteous resolution. I 
have carefully avoided the legal questions 
involved. y aim has been rather to in- 
vite careful investigation of all phases of 
the question than to support a conclusion.”’ 
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The fluctuations in the prices of wheat 
in the United States during the past week 
have not been sufficient to have any effect 
on the prices of flour here. While millers 
report that the advance in prices made 
two weeks ago still bas its effect on the 
demand, shown by the reluctancy of the 
eastern buyers to place their orders, it is 
expected that buyers will shortly become 
reconciled to the advance and a good busi- 
ness result. The expected revival, how- 
ever, will no doubt be somewhat delayed 
by the tremendous blizzard which raged 
in Nova Scotia on Friday last, 34 inches of 
snow falling, blocking trains in all direc- 
tions. This was the heaviest fall ever 
recorded in Nova Scotia, and reports state 
that it will take perhaps two or three 
weeks to get some of the lines open again. 
The city dealers report a very brisk de- 
mand for flour locally. One city salesman 
of a large local firm made sales of 1,000 
bbls of Manitoba and winter wheat flours 
by 11 o’clock one morning. 

While wheat gy a fluctuated slightly 
during the week, they closed practically 
unchanged. There has been an active 
trade all week, though the transactions 
reported have fallen considerably behind 
the large business done in previous weeks. 
Winter wheat offerings are again light, 
the provincial elections which were held 
on Wednesday combined with the severe 
cold and stormy weather stopping deliver- 
ies. The supply, however, equals the de- 
mand which is very light. Manitoba 
wheat continues very firm with an ad- 
vancing tendency. The quantity unsold 
this side of the lakes steadily decreasing 
affects the price. 

The local epxorters report that cable bids 
for Manitoba wheats have been very firm, 
and in some instances higher than they 
were a week ago. These bids, however, 
are only for the lower grade wheats under 
No. 4 extra, and some of the Montreal ex- 
porters who were previously offering to 
sell these grades to millers were in the 
market as buyers this week. Higher grade 
Manitobas, No. 3 northern and upwards 
appear to be selling above an export basis. 

Sales of flour for export have been lim- 
ited, the views of the old country buyers 
still being generally below the prices asked 
here, though one of our smaller mills 
made some sales at 27s London of flour 
made from No. 5 Manitoba wheat, and 
another of our mills received bids on Fri- 
day of 30s 6d for 90 per cent patent from 
No. 2 northern. A few sales have been 
also reported for export to Newfoundland 
and South Africa. ; 


MANITOBA SEED WHEAT 


Telegrams from Chicago Friday and 
Saturday stating that there were reports 
from Washington that Manitoba wheat to 
the extent of 6,000,000 bus would be admit- 
ted into the United States free for seed, 
attracted considerable attention. There 
was much discussion as to the probable 
effect it would have on the price of Mani- 
toba wheat. It wasthe unanimous opinion 
that if this were done, it would cause a 
sharp advance in the price of both one and 
two northern, which would be the princi- 
pal grades taken for this purpose, al- 
though it is said Manitoba No. 3 northern 
this year is as good a quality of wheat as 
Duluth No. 1 northern. 

It is generally recognized that, if wheat 
is required for the purpose of seed, the 
farmers could afford to pay a much high- 
er price for it than the millers could for 
flouring purposes. Even if the duty were 
not removed it would not prove a serious 
obstacle to the importation into the United 
States of our wheat for this purpose. The 











fear was expressed by some that in the 
event of its being admitted free of duty for 
seed, that some of it might find its way in- 
to flour, and escape paying the duty, asthe 
millers would aatuselly be the ones who 
could distribute this wheat for seeding 
purposes to the farmers to best advantage. 
No doubt the treasury department at 
Washington would take steps to prevent 
anything of this kind being done. 

The Canadian manager of the North- 
western Miller has ascertained in response 
to inquiries, that seed wheat can not be 
admitted free without a special act of con- 
gress being passed, so both the millers 
and grain trade will have ample notice be- 
fore a step of this kind can be taken. 


NOTES 


The large flour mill of the Flavelle 
Milling Co. of Lindsay, which has been 
shut down for about three weeks while 
they were overhauling and making some 
improvements in the mill, was ready to 
start up again and something went wrong 
with the engine, causing a further delay. 


The Meyers Milling Co. of Listowel has 
leased for a term of years the flour mill at 
Cornwall formerly operated by W. R. Mack 
of that place, and expects to get it into 
operation about Feb. 1. Josephus Meyers, 
secretary of the company, has been in the 
city this week securing wheat, and mak- 
me. other arrangements for starting the 
mill. 


N. H. Stevens of the Canada Flour Mills 
Co., Chatham, reports trade quiet. He 
does not think, -however, that there will 
be any necessity to accept lower prices for 
flour. He is of the opinion that there will 
be a good demand for all that can be 
manufactured from the wheat available in 
Ontario. 


Warren Thompson of London, of the firm 
of Walter Thompson & Sons, Seaforth, 
Mitchell and London, oatmeal millers, was 
a caller this week. He expressed great in- 
terest in the question of securing milling 
in transit for the Ontario mills, which 
was dealt with in this correspondence two 
weeks ago. 


A visitor was James Wilson of Fergus. 
He reports trade very bad. Their business 
is almost entirely confined to the manu- 
facture of oatmeal for shipment to foreign 
markets, which the high price of oats this 
year has killed. He expresses the opinion 
that oats have about reached the top and 
looks for lower prices. 

David Horn of Winnipeg, lately appoint- 
ed chief grain inspector for the Dominion, 
was a Visitor on ’change on Friday, mak- 
ing acquaintance with the grain dealers 
in this city. He was on his way home 
from Ottawa where he has been for the 
past fortnight in connection with the 
duties of his office. Among other things, 
it was reported that he was looking into 
the alleged irregularities in the office of 
the Toronto inspector who is still sus- 
pended. 


D. Hughes Charles, president of the 
Board of Trade, Peterboro, leaves shortly 
for Montreal to interview representatives 
of both the Canadian Pacific railroad and 
the Grand Trunk railroad with reference 
to securing a split freight rate for the 
products of the American Cereal Mills, 
which have been partially closed for the 

ast two montbs. The Peterboro Board of 
"rade is asking the boards in all the lead- 
ing cities to co-operate with them in se- 
curing from the railway companies a split 
rate. Even the partial closing down of 
the mills here means a loss to the town of 
$100,000 annually in wages. 

The annual meeting of Faramel, Ltd., 
manufacturers of horse and cattle food in 
this city, was held lately. President Noel 
Marshall, manager of the Standard Fuel 
Co., occupied the chair, and reported that 
though the business had only started two- 
and-a-half years ago they were able to 
wipe out all preliminary expenses includ- 
ing the cash paid for the patent, and pay a 
dividend of seven per cent on both the 
preferred and common stock and carry for- 
ward $1,500 to rest account. The rapidly- 
growing popularity of the balanced ra- 
tion, a mixture of different kinds of grain 
which they prepare, under the direction 
of their energetic manager, A. V. Boggs, 
combined with his intimate knowledge 
of the true feeding value of the different 
kinds of grain, as well as of horses, is 
largely accountable for this result. 

W. L. Parrish of Parrish & Lindsay, 
Winnipeg, an ex-president of the Board of 
Trade of that city, who has been on a visit 
here for several weeks, returned home Fri- 
day. While here he appeared before the 
executive of the grain section of the Board 
of Trade in connection with the adoption 
of uniform trade terms by the Boards of 
Trade of Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg. 


The executive approved of the proposal 
and suggested that the Winnipeg grain ex- 
change submit a copy of the terms they 
approved of to the Montreal and Toronto 
beards and that the two boards named 
could adopt them as far as was consistent 
with the different conditions existing. 
The executive also decided to support the 
movement to arrange with the Canadian 
Pacific Telegraph Co. to charge 50c for 
messages exchanged between Winnipeg 
and these cities during market hours in- 
stead of 75c per ten words, the present 
charge. 
CHARLES B. WATTS. 


Manitoba 


Special Correspondence 


The market for flour holds firm at $2.95 
per sack of 98 lbs for best Hungarian pat- 
ents. This price is considered high by 
every one in the trade, but it is neverthe- 
less admitted that it is not unreasonable 
when the value of the raw material is tak- 
en into consideration, and there is a good 
trade doing here upon this basis. : 

There is not much export demand for 
flour, owing no doubt to the high prices 
ruling, but this is more than compensated 
for by the volume of domestic business 
now moving. 

Export buyers seem to be altogether out 
of it so far as buying here is concerned. 
Their bids, when they make any, are far 
too low to receive serious attention. This 
applies more particularly to British and 
European business. 

Trade with the Orient via the Pacific 
coast is better. There are a few orders on 
file here for early shipment to Japan and 
China via the Canadian Pacific liners from 
Vancouver. There are also some orders on 
file for the West Indian trade. This branch 
of the business of western mills is grow- 
ing rapidly. 

Most of the country mills are running 
steadily, although it is believed that some 
of them are getting short of wheat. Buy- 
ers, who are believed to be operating for 
country mills, have been scouring the 
country for wheat of late and a premium 
over the regular price has been offered for 
wheat delivered at once. It is not believed 
here, unless among certain of the specula- 
tors, that there is any great quantity of 
milling wheat left in the hands of farm- 
ers. In this case some of the country 
mills may run short of wheat before long. 
The large mills are of course better provid- 
ed for, as they have more storage capacity. 

Best Hungarian patent flour is selling 
here today for $2.95 per sack of 98-lbs, sec- 
onds at $2.70, strong clears at $2.15, all de- 
livered to the trade. Bran is selling at $14 
per ton in bulk and shorts at $16 per ton. 
Chopped oats is worth $26 per ton, chopped 
barley $20 and mixed barley and oats #23. 

The market for wheat has been remark- 
ably steady, showing very little change in 
value throughout the week. The drop in 
American markets toward the beginning 
of the week was followed to a modified ex- 
tent. The movement from country points 
is now moderate and is running some- 
what smaller than at this time last year. 

There is a good demand for cash wheat 
and also for future stuff. The movement 
to the United States still continues to at- 
tract great interest and the progress of the 
negotiations for the admission of Canadi- 
an wheat is being watched with much con- 
cern. At the close, No.1 northern was 
selling at $1.10, No. 2 northern at 98c, and 
No. 3 northern at 92c for spot stuff; May 
is worth $1.053¢¢ and July $1.061¢¢, all in 
store lake ports. 





NOTES 


At a good many points throughout west- 
ern Canada bonuses are being offered for 
the erection of flour mills. 

Schwalm & Fair have bought the flour 
mill of J. W. Cochrane at Glenboro, Man. 
This mill has a capacity of 175 bbls. 

The farmers of Okotoks, Alberta, are 
discussing the matter: of a flour mill. 
They think that one would be a paying 
proposition. 

The flour mill at Treherne, Man., burned 
the night of Jan. 23. This mill was owned 
by C. Wiechman and was valued at $15,000, 
with $4,500 insurance. 

The total stock of wheat in store at Fort 
William and Port Arthur on Thursday 
evening was 3,641,420 bus, and in interior 
elevators, 6,338,648 bus. 

The Maple Leaf Flour Mills Co. is en- 
deavoring to interest the town of Rat Port- 
age in a scheme for the building of a mill 
at that point. If the mill is built it will 
be a large one. 

The Ozone Generator Co. of Minneapolis 
has entered into a contract to install its 
Willford-Blackmarr system for treating 
wheat and flour in the mills of Leitch 


Bros. at Oak Lake, Man., and the Colum- 
bia Flouring Mills, Ltd., at Enderby, B. C. 
Alexander & Law Bros., millers of 
Brandon, are applying for incorporation. 
The new style will be The Alexander Mill- 
ing Co., Ltd., and the officers are William 
Alexander president, John Law vice-presi- 
dent and J. R. Brodie secretary-treasurer. 
The authorized capital will be $150,000. 
A. H. BAILEy. 
Winnipeg, Man., Jan. 30. 





Montreal 


Special Correspondence 


There have been no new features in the 
local flour situation during the week. The 
fresh cutting in prices of spring wheat 
grades to which I referred last week has 
not been so prevalent and this may partly 
be attributed to the fact that the amount 
of new business transacted since the mill- 
ers agreed to mark up prices, has been ex- 
tremely light. This condition arises out 
of the free manner in which buyers placed 
their orders ahead at the figures which 
prevailed previous to the rise deliveries of 
which are not yet completed, several be- 
ing made this week. Demand for Ontario 
flours has also been somewhat limited but 
the undertone for these flours continue 
very firm. 

There has been more inquiry from Great 
Britain and bids have been fairly satisfac- 
tory as sales of several lots of 1,060 to 2,000 
sacks took place on this account during the 
week. Cables today received here noted 
the London market firm on Canadian 
flours, but with demand checked by the 
high prices Canadian spring patents being 
quoted at 2930s and winter at 26s@27s 
6d. An English letter this week remarked 
that flour was not only in short supply, 
but coming along in very poor condition 
and bakers were complaining that they 
could not get good flour. 

The interesting discovery has been made 
that the freight rates on flour from St. 
John, N. B., to Africa are considerably 
lower than from New York, so much low- 
er that according to reports it pays to rail 
goods to St. John from New York and 
tranship from there. In fact, it is under- 
stood to insure entire satisfaction to Afri- 
can importers. Several New York firms 
have deemed it advisable to have a special 
inspection of goods at St. John, N. B. 
Many thousand packages of flour and corn 
products are now said to be en route from 
New York to St. John for shipment via 
steamer Wyandotte which sails shortly. 

Last week I noted a strong feeling in 
oats. This week buyers here have been 
asked 40c f.o.b. for No. 2 white oats by 
western Ontario buyers which would be 
equal to 45c laid down here. Since my last 
prices for car lots have advanced 2@ 
21sec per bu to 42(@43c, and a further rise is 
regarded as certain as it is thought that 
there is just about sufficient for home re- 
quirements between now and the next 
crop. Should this be the case there will 
be little or no business for export from 
this out. The last sales reported were for 
May shipment at 40!4@41c afloat here. A 
year ago sales of car lots were made in this 
market at 37c or 5@5!sc under present 
prices. There is still some demand for the 
Maritime provinces. 


NOTES 


Norman Wright of Wright & Esdaile has 
been elected president of the Montreal 
Corn Exchange. 

The Dominion Line has_ placed the 
steamship Roman on its Portland service. 
She sailed from that port on Saturday Jan. 
28. <All the space in this vessel was 
booked away ahead. 

Advices from eastern Ontario state that 
many farmers are not selling their oats as 
they say they will need all they have for 
feeding their stock and seeding next 
spring. 

The ocean freight market continues ac- 
tive and there is no change in rates to 
note except a decline of sixpence in the 
rate to Dublin and Belfast. Rates are as 
follows, subject to three per cent primage: 
Liverpool, 5s; Manchester, 5s; Dublin and 
Belfast, 12s; and South Africa, 12s 6d per 
2,240 lbs; London, 5c; Bristol, 9¢ and 
Glasgow, 6c, per 100 lbs. 

W. A. RITCHIE. 


Montreal, Jan. 30. 





Minnesota Flour Mijl Co., Minneapolis: 
We djd a little business last week. Ship- 
ping directions, however, do not come in 
very freely. Feed is off again, though 
there is still a fair demand in mixed cars. 





William Tennant, Fargo (N. D.) Mill 
Co: Flour is dull. Demand for feed. is 
ood. Farmers’ deliveries of wheat are 
ight. Local business is fair. 
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WISCONSIN MILLERS MEET 


There was a very light attendance at the 
quarterly meeting of the Wisconsin State 
Millers’ Association, held in Milwaukee, 
at the St. Charles hotel, Friday, Jan. 27. 
The light attendance was due to various 
causes. President Blodgett of Janesville 
was unable to be present owing to the ill- 
ness of his brother-in-law, David Holmes, 
who is interested with Mr. Blodgett in 
milling. Vice-President J. P. Dousman, 
De Pere, who is making extensive repairs 
to his mill did not consider it advisable to 
be absent from his business. 

Others were absent for various reasons 
and, asa result, J. P. Horton of Grand 
Rapids was made chairman. 

The most important business done was 
the endorsement of a bill, which was read 
before the Assembly, at Madison, Thurs- 
day, and offered by the Wisconsin Grain 
Dealers’ Association, which ‘*Provides for 
the establishment of a uniform car service 
and delaying charges in the state of Wis- 
consin.”’ 

UNIFORM CAR SERVICE BILL 

The bill was read at Madison by Assem- 
blyman O. G. Kinney, a prominent grain 
man of Colfax, Wis. The bill is similar 
to one to be introduced in the Minnesota 
legislature this year, and is almost a copy 
of the one that has become a law in other 
states, Virginia for example. Its princi- 
pal objects are as follows: 

It shall be the duty of the railroad com- 
panies, operating wholly or in part, with- 
in the state of Wisconsin, on all freight, 
subject to car-service charges, in carloads, 
except livestock, whether full carload or 
not and shipped to one consignee, taking 
track delivery, to provide and furnish suit- 
able cars for transporting freight. That 
all cars, for shipment of grain, must be 
provided with grain doors. When a ship- 
per makes application toa railroad fora 
car or cars, the road shall furnish same 
within 72 hours from seven o'clock a. m. 
the day following the application or when 
a shipper, making such applicatior, for 
car or cars, specifies a future day on 
which he desires to make a shipment, giv- 
ing-not less than 72 hours notice thereof, 
computing from seven o’clock a. m. the 
day following such application, the rail- 
road companies shall furnish such cars on 
the day specified in the application provid- 
ed, such application be for five cars or less. 
Applications calling for six cars and up 
to twenty cars, shall be supplied in six 
days: applications calling for twenty cars 
or more, shall be supplied in ten days. 

For failure to comply with this act, the 
railroad company, so offending, shall for- 
feit and pay to the shipper applying, a de- 
layage charge of one doliar (#1) per car per 
day, or fraction thereof, after the expira- 
tion of free time, upon demand in writing 
made within thirty days thereafter by 
the shipper. 

For the purpose of uniformity and to fa- 
cilitate the making of such applications 
for free cars, the railroad companies shall 
provide and furnish suitable blanks, which 
shal! be kept at all stations, such applica- 
tions shall be made in duplicate, the orig- 
inal application being given to the rail- 
road company and the duplicate copy to be 
retained by the shipper. ; 

A shipper shall be allowed forty-eight 
hours for the loading of cars, the com- 
puting time dating from seven o’clock a. 
m. the day after such car or cars have 
been placed subject to the order of the 
shipper at an accessible point for loading. 

On the other hand, at the expiration of 
forty-eight hours the railroad company is 
authorized to assess the shipper for the 
detention of such car or cars, not tendered 
to roads, at a dollar a day. 

This is also provided for, that should 
the shipper fail to begin loading within 
forty-eight hours, the railroads are per- 
mitted to make a charge of two dollars on 
each. car. 

It is further provided that if, after plac- 
ing acar or cars, the railroad company 
shall, during, or after free time, tempo- 
rarily remove all orany of them, or in any 
way prevent, obstruct or delay the loading 
of same, the shipper shall not be charge- 
able with the delay caused thereby. Or 
when, by reason of delay or irregularity 
on the part of the railroad company in fill 
ing orders forempty cars, cars are bunched 
in excess of the ability of the shipper to 
load, as indicated in his applications, the 
shipper shall be allowed separate and dis 
tinct periods of free time within which to 
load the car or cars specified in each ap- 
plication. 

When loaded cars are tendered the rail 
roads the shipper shall also supply ship 
ping directions. Failing to do so, or when 
cars are improperly loaded by shipper, he 
is subject to a car service or demurrage 
charge of one dollar a car per day. 

With reference to forwarding shipments, 
which isa leading feature of the bill, a 
clause provides as follows: When freight 
in carloads is tendered to a railroad com- 
pany and correct shipping instructions 
given, the railroad agent must immediate- 
ly receive same for shipment and issue 
bills of lading therefor, and whenever 
such shipments have been received by any 
railroad company, they must be carried 
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forward atthe rate of not less than fifty 
miles a day of twenty-four hours, com- 
puting from seven o’clock a. m. the day 
following receipt of shipment. 

For failure to receive and transport ship- 
ments as required, the railroad company, 
so offending, shall forfeit and pay to the 
shipper a delayage charge of one dollar a 
car per day or fraction thereof, upon de- 
mand in writing by the shippers or party 
whose interest is affected by such delay. 
Provided that in computing the time of 
freight in transit, there shall be allowed 
twenty-four hours at each point where 
transferring from one railroad to another, 
or re-handling of freight is involved, and, 
provided, further, the period during which 
the movement of freight is suspended on 
account of accident or any cause not with- 
ip the power of the railroad company to 
prevent, shall be added to the free time al- 
lowed in this rule and counted as addition- 
al free time. 

The bill also provides that the roads 
shall give prompt notice, by mail or other- 
wise, to consignee upon arrival of car or 
cars and that where the consignee, or his 
agent is personally served with notice of 
arrival of freight, at or before six o’clock 
p. m., or any day, free time begins at sev- 
en o’clock a.m. on the day after such 
notice has been given. All freight, in car 
lots, as provided in the bill, that takes 
track delivery must be unloaded by the 
consignee within forty-eight hours provid- 
ed the cars are placed at an accessible 
point for unloading. 

The bill also provides for certain other 
subjects such as ‘‘shipments consigned to 
the order of shipper,’’ ‘‘weather conditions 
where such affect delay in shipments,”’ 
*‘refusal of shipments’? and ‘‘discrimin- 
ation.’’ Upon the latter subject the bill 
reads that no railroad shall discriminate 
between persons or places in assessing car 
service charges, nor shall rebates or draw- 
backs be allowed. The railroads will, un- 
questionably, make a fight against the 
bill, especially as other states propose one 
of a like character. 

The bill was read before the meeting 
Friday by G. C. Julius Spoerri, secretary 
of the Wisconson Grain Dealers’ Associa- 
tion. While it was generally approved and 
recommended the millers named a com- 
mittee of three, consisting of H. H. Pagel 
of Stevens Point, E. J. Lachmann of Nee- 
nah and Henry Mulberger of Watertown, 
to study it carefully and, if deemed advis- 
able, to offer an amendment to it. 

An effort is to be made by a committee 
on entertainment, named Friday and com- 
posed of R. E. York of Portage, E. J. 
Lachmann of Neenah and C. H. Challen 
of Chicago, to bring out a large attend- 
ance at the annual meeting of the associa- 
tion, which will be held in Milwaukee, 
Thurday, April 20. This committee will, 
no doubt, arrange fora banquet and smok- 
er in the evening following the day’s busi- 
ness session. 

It is proposed that special programme 
be arranged and the millersand grain men 
of Milwaukee asked to join the Wisconsin 
millers at the banquet. Further particu- 
lars will be announced later. 

Following the usual order of business at 
the opening of the morning session, which 
showed that the association was gaining 
ground and its usefulness furthered by 
an increased membership, two applica- 
tions being offered at the session, various 
subjects were discussed, one being the 
grinding of Canadian wheat. 

Owing to the absence of two of the com- 
mitteemen named at the last previous 
meeting to adopt a trade-mark for the 
standard grades of Wisconsin-made rye 
flour, the report of this committee was de- 
ferred and will be heard at the next meet- 
ing. E. J. Lachmann was named as a 
delegate to the annual meeting of dele- 
gates to the Millers’ National Federation, 
to be held in Chicago in April. 

NOTES 

With the heavy fall of snow in all parts 
of the state, the millers have found it 
almost. impossible to obtain cars and when 
they are to be bad, to move them as freely 
as they would like to do. 

It was the general opinion of the mill- 
ers present that, as a rule, on this year’s 
crop of spring wheat from 10 to 12 lbs 
more of wheat is required to produce a 
barrel of flour than was necessary a year 
ago. 

Secretary Spoerri of the Wisconsin 
Grain Dealers’ Association was in attend- 
ance. He said that his association has a 
membership of over one hundred and new 
members are gradually coming in. This 
is especially true within the week or since 
the bill given in the foregoing was draft- 
ed and offered. 

In some sections of the state, rye is 
scarce. This condition appears to prevail 
more in the southern part than elsewhere. 
However, with the dull trade, the require- 
ments are not large. Two of the leading 
rye millers have found it to their advan- 
tage tosell the grain rather than mill it 
and offer the flour. There is quite a de- 
mand for the grain for distilling purposes. 

C. H. CHALLEN. 

Chicago, I]., Jan. 30. 





New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 


There was a better feeling in flour this 
week ; prices are, as a rule, up 10@15c from 
last week’s close, in sympathy with wheat. 
Brokers and jobbers report a_ better de- 
mand for both Kansas and Minnesota 
flours, while soft winter wheat goods are 
neglected. Northwestern mills were hold- 
ing patents at $5.45@5.55 in 98-lb cotton 
for first half of February shipment. 

Kansas mills were offering patents at 
$5.20@5.25 in cotton and a few sales were 
reported made at these figures for Febru- 
ary shipment. An Idaho mill was offering 
its straight patent equal to $5.10 ine98-lb 
cottons, in the first part of the week. 

Quotations today were as follows per 
bbl of 196 lbs, in 98-lb cotton or 140 -lb 
jute bags: 

Hard spring patents..... ............. $5.40@5.60 
rs ang patents......... .. 5.15@5.25 














ee = ot wanted 
Hard winter patents. 5.15@5.35 
Straights .. ve .. 490@5.00 
MM at a oc wu Vane an Reka .» 4.25@4.50 
Soft winter patents.............5...... 5.50@5.60 
BEEN APTOS os coinin's bu: f cca eee pao Kok wae 5.25@5.35 
RHO uk pane Spice ete tehner saw traaee 4.10@4.60 


Millstuff is dull and unsettled. Quota- 
tions are $19.25@19.75 for soft winter 
wheat bran in 100-lb sacks. Hard winter 
a bran is quoted at 25@50c per ton 
ess. 

Corn shows a gain of 4@e from last 
week’s close, undera brisk demand. Brok- 
ers report export orders good and are 
offering 48)5 @48%(e for first half of Febru- 
ary loading for No. 2 mixed; 483(@49c for 
No. 2 yellow. Receipts amounted to 1,426 
cars.. Exports were 902,247 bus of No. 2 
mixed, 180,000 bus of No. 2 yellow, 180,000 
bus of No. 2 white. Stocks amount to 2,- 
781,000 bus. : 

Oats are firm, with few offerings, and 
are quoted @14c higher than last week. 
No. 2 mixed is held at 353;@386gc, No. 2 
white, 361,@361¢c in store. 

* * 

It was reported about town today that 
western lines entering New Orleans had 
met the cut of eastern roads and were 
quoting a corn rate from Chicago at 10c; 
East St. Louis, 8c; Illinois points, 12c; 
Omaha, 13c; Kansas City, 12'¢c. 

H. T. LAWLER, JR. 

New Orleans, Jan. 28. 








Coopers’ Chips 


Conducted by FREDERICK J. CLARK. 











MINNEAPOLIS, MONDAY, JAN. 30, 1905 








An exceptionally large number of half 
barrels—2,640—were last week used by Min- 
neapolis mills. 

A. MacGregor, representing the Pitts- 
burg (Pa.) Spiral Wire Co., has been in 
the northwest for a week in the interest of 
the spiral wire hoop for barrels which his 
company manufactures. 


The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
64,500 barrels, for the week ended Satur- 
day, represented the consumption of ap- 
proximately 274,000 patent hoops, 106,600 
hickory hoops and 136,000 wire hoops. 

For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by five Minne- 
apolis shops as follows: elm staves, 8 cars; 
heading, 1; patent hoops, 4; hickory 
hoops, 1; wire, 2; total, 16. 

A year ago, Minneapolis mills were us- 
ing barrels at so rapid a rate that the 
shops found it difficult to furnish them, 
especially with staves and heading of poor 
quality and hard to get. Heading was 
then selling at 9@10c per set; elm staves 
at 13@14 per M; patent hoops at $9.50@10; 
and hickory hoops at $%6.50. For eight- 
hoop flour barrels, 45(@46c was then the 
current price. 

To report market conditions of barrel 
stock at Minneapolis, is but to repeat what 
has already been said. With local shops, 
it is not a question of making new pur- 
chases, but one of taking care of the stock 
coming to them. Some of them now have 
quite a large accumulation of both pack- 
ages and stock, and it isa problem as to 
how they are to house the current arrivals 
of material. Manufacturers have been 
requested to stop shipments, but have not 
responded promptly enough to relieve cer- 
tain of the shops of their stress for room. 
Under these conditions, coopers are giv- 
ing no thought to the renewal of contracts, 
and prices of stock can only be neminal. 

Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock f.o.b. cars at Minneapolis: 

Michigan elm staves, M........... $10.00@ 10.50 
25@ 9.50 


Southern oak staves, M........... 9.2. ¥, 
Wisconsin elm staves, M........... 10.00@10.25 
oe | a ee 8.25@ 8.50 
Head linings, small lots, M........ -3B5@ 40 
Head linings, car lots, M.......... BO Ww 
Basswood heading, set............. .06@ . 
Michigan patent hoops, M......... 9.75@10.00 
Other patent a a Faban exFurn can 9.00@ 9.50 
Hickory hoops, od ae Vevccccesecs GHC EYE. 
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Market prices of flour barrels in Minne- 
apolis are shown below in cents: 


4 patent and 4 hickory hoops.............. 43 

go a 8” ae eer rrr re 43 

6 hickory and 2 patent hoops .............. 43 

4 patent and 4 wire hoops.................+ 43 

8 — Pe SNE 00s con see gedon ides sccs 44 
10 Bat OOD WOTRGM sb. i065 6 cin. See fe be ew woes 47 
12 flat hoop barrels (280 Ibs) ...............- 53 
12 hickory and 2 wire hoop barrels......... 55 
pS re ee ane eer Peer 36% 


x 


Joseph A. Sifferle, a cooper who has been 
prominently connected with the Minneap- 
olis flour barrel shops for many years, has 
become a member in the Co-operative Bbl. 
Co. He Lought the stock of Frank Treat, 
who is seriously ill. It is understood that 
for stock of $900 par value, $1,250 was paid, 
or a premium of #350. In the co-operative 
shops, of which there are only three now 
in Minneapolis, changes are seldom made 
in membership in these days. Fifteen 
years ago, several transfers could be de- 
pended upon each week. Berths in the co- 
operative shops are, however, at present, 
highly valued, as coopers by holding them 
are insured steadier and pleasanter work 
than could be hoped for under any other 
auspices. These conditions induce coopers, 
when stockholders, to hold on to their 
memberships very tenaciously. 


Three Minneapolis shops materially in- 
creased their barrel sales last week, and 
the total figures showed a gain of 17,000 
over the week before. The week’s busi- 
ness nevertheless was considerably short 
of that in other years. Though all the 
shops were in operation, the make of bar- 
rels was 16,000 less than were the sales. 
There is no exeptional feature about the 
business this week, and it is hard to say 
which way the pendulum will swing as to 
barrel sales. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on the 
dates given below were: 








—Sales. ——— Make 
1904-5 1903-4 1902-3 1901-2 1904-5 
Jan. 28.......*65,.840 79,270 75,415 82.270 49,980 
WOT BEY. x02 48,670 90,970 58,220 58,945 53,735 
Jan. 14....... 65,900 95,940 56,025 56,870 63,695 
© hts SAPP 52,295 79,715 66,245 80,585 45,110 
Dec. 31.,..... 26,125 43.985 58,620 89,570 38,275 
a ky” Sees 50,250 50.910 54.500 51,905 62,690 
Dec. 17 58,490 87,080 57,060 92, 64,885 
Dec. 65,110 83,735 65,725 131,875 53,620 
5a 69,230 78,190 91,045 84,155 65,760 
ov. 


.. 82,805 85,855 96.210 76.250 59,100 
9....... 65,775 84,745 89,955 71,300 
MOV. 12. .2565 57,380 86,365 74,400 74,850 45,610 

*These figures include 2,640 half barrels, two 

balf barrels being counted as one barrel. 
* * 

Britain Holmes of Buffalo, N. Y., has 
received a patent on a barrel stave com- 
pressing machine. Application for the 
patent was filed April 10, 1908. Claim 1 
reads: A frame, a winding spool journaled 
in the frame, a chain connecting at one 
end to the winding-spool, a looped cable 
connecting to the opposite end of the 
chain, a rotary adjustable means for hold- 
ing the opposite end of the looped cable, 
and means for rotating the winding spool. 

Britain Holmes, vice-president of the E. 
& B. Holmes Co., Buffalo, N. Y., died on 
Jan. 21 asthe result of an accident. At 
the time of the injury he was in Philadel- 
phia and fell on an icy sidewalk, breaking 
his 4 bone. Beinga man of advanced 
age, the shock was too great for him, and 
his death followed in a comparatively 
short time. Mr. Holmes had been in close 
touch with the cooperage trade for a lon 
period and enjoyed the confidence an 
good will of all to an unusual degree. 


Tindle & Jackson, Buffalo, N. Y: The 
demand for flour barrel staves and heading 
and also No. 2 stock, is only fair, while 
for patent hoops it is good. Slack pack- 
ages, including flour barrels, are moving 
slowly. Buffalo quotations are: No. 1 elm 
flour barrel staves, M, #10@10.50; No. 1 
heading, set, 64gc; patent hoops, 6 feet and 
6 feet 4, M, $9.25@9.75; No. 1 hickory flour 
hoops, M, $5.75@6; 8-patent hoop flour bar- 
rels, 43c; making same, (hand) 8c; 6-hoop 
flour barrels, 40c: making same, 7c; gum 
or cottonwood staves, M, $8.50@9; gum or 
cottonwood heading, set, 6c; head linings, 
M, 40c; meal barrel staves, M, $8; meal 
heading, set, 5c: protnge and lime staves, 
M, #5.75@6; produce heading, any size, 
4\¢c; sugar barrel staves, M, $10(@10.50; 
sugar barrel heading, set, 8c. 

Special reports from northwestern shops 
outside of Minneapolis as to the use of 
flour barrels are as follows: 

No, -—-Barrels— No. 1903-4 
shops sold made shops sold 
10,646 8 21,460 





4.934 9 10.780 

17,250 9 11,940 

10,710 6 16,860 

14.650 7 0475 

16,110 7 35,445 

12,785 7 18,765 

13,960 8 37,605 

15,440 9 20,485 

11,130 8 15,075 

14,840 10 16,820 

12,566 10 15,276 

: 10,085 8 35,745 
The following were the shops reporting: 


Winona, Shakopee, Red Wing, Little Falls, Can- 
ee Falls, St. Cloud, New Ulm and Hastings, 


nn. 
The same shops unloaded the sollowing stock 
during the week: 3 vars elm staves 1 car 
patent coiled hoops. 
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REVIEW OF THE MARKETS 


WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FLOUR AND GRAIN PRICES—FREIGHT RATES— 
EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATION BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER CORRESPONDENTS 


Kansas City 


Jan. 81. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
prices generally five cents higher, but 
trade is unimproved on the advance. Cen- 
tral states prices are advanced to a basis 
of $5.25 Kansas City. 

‘ine weather conditions are now pre- 

vailing and are daily improving wheat 
> ospects. 

following are quotations for all grades 
of hard winter wheat flour, carload or 
round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, in jute, per 
bbl of 196 Ibs: ° 


Patediiaredes seat tu b/c cakes cpvatiiveeden $5.05@5.15 
St raWe awe tarsenc phar soavaues Suyermeers 4.60@4.90 
Cloaitiger sa teins s'xey baideog.2s vb.ve neue gaee 3.80@4.05 
Low: Qeks sk bobo + odoin tees cosaees 2.40@2.7| 


istablished differentials are observed in quot- 
ing flour in wood or cotton packages. 

Juotations to buyers in central states are 
b:sed_on $5.25. per bbl at Missouri river. for 
straight patent hard wheat flour, in cotton 
quarter sacks, arrival draft terms, subject to 5c 
d count for sight draft. 

,ocal prices in northern Kansas are $5.20@ 
5.\0 for patent, 30 days, 1 per cent off for cash 
n rth part of state, net cash in south part. 

ncentral states high patent is quoted 20c 
hizher than the prices for straight patent 
given above. 

Jelivered at points in southwest Missouri 
mills quote soft wheat best patent at %5.40@ 
5..5in quarter cottons; hard wheat 10c less. 

Delivered at Memphis soft wheat patent is 
q om at $5.65@5.75 in wood; hard wheat flour 
20c less. 

Delivered at Little Rock rate points soft 
wheat patent is quoted at $5.35@5.50 in cotton 
quarters. 

fexas mills quote $.70 for patent in cottons, 
delivered in the state. ¥ 


Jan. 28.—MILLFEED—The market is 
quiet with small offerings and a limited 
demand. Most of the latter is local but 
there is some buying for southern ship- 
ment. For the week, prices here were 
about le lower. Quotations for feed, etc., 
in carload or round lots, f.o.b., Kansas 
City, sacked, in cents per 100 lbs, follow: 
hran, 84@85c; shorts, 90@95c; mixed feed, 
s\w86e; corn chop, 86c. 

WHEAT—Receipts were greatly reduced, 

5 cars as compared with 551 last week. 
Milling demand for cash wheat was small, 
hut there was little first-rate milling 
wheat offered and mill orders went over 
unfilled. Prices advanced on the week, 
closing 8c to 4c above a week ago. Coun- 
try deliveries are reported light. 

Today’s cash prices were: 

Hard wheat—No. 2, $1.08@1.10; No. 3, $1.05%@ 
l No. 4, 98e@$1.05. 

“Sot wheat—No. , $1.12@1.14; No. 3, $1.00@ 

; No. 4, 95e@31.0 

C ‘ORN— Seoniaah increased slightly, but 
there was a fair demand and samples went 
teadily all the week. Today better re- 

cipts caused the market to sell 4c lower, 
hut for the week prices were lc to Ic 
«bove a week ago. 

Today’s cash prices were: 

Mixed corn—No. 2, 43%c; No. 3, 4344c; No. 4, 


vA2MeC. 
White corn—No. 2, 44%@4ic; No. 3, 44%c. 













WEEK’S RECEIPTS Jan 30 
Jan28 Jan 21 1904 
"heat, bus............ 310,500 495,900 893,700 
rn, bus .-- 192,400 169,200 433,800 
ats, DUS.......-.02--- 98,000 84,000 96,000 
vy eS ee 11,000 9,000 15,000 
i eae 4,800 1,600 6,400 
illfeed, tons.......... 45 75 60 
SHIPMENTS 
lour, bbls.. 23,800 
‘heat, bus 229,500 
rn, bus 200,700 
ats, bus. . 62,400 ,206 
irley, bu 3,000 2,000 
ie | J Seabeee 4,000 
laxseed, bus. ne FP 800 
lillfeed, tons.......... 555 840 








St. Louis 


Jan. 31.—(Special Telegram.)—In spite 
f arising market, demand and inquiry 
re still very light. Sales continue to be 
f the small order kind. 

Weather continues favorable for the 
rowing crop, with probability for more 
now. 

Following are the ruling quotations for 
lour per 196 lbs 
Red winter— 





pS Sea re reer ” 
CCONG PAteNt.......ccereccccsecccceesce BO0@5.30 
xtra fancy.... SP ee 
p| PE ASS ER RE EE Ry Ee ee eee 4.35@4.70 
Medium and low gone Gute).. ee pen 3.40@3.70 
tye flour (in wood).. Pere fs 
OPIN cise so onkG Wien on4¥ i516 ded 005s 2.40@.... 
trits, hominy and pearl meal......... 2.70@.... 


Hard winter wheat grades, f.o.b. St. 
Louis, are quotable per barrel as follows: 





a TE eS m2 oo wele pana weed 4.95@5.20 
Straight (jute).. ceceee 4.75@A.85 
NOG IE 5 6S oe cc kckk coun habn rie 4.10@4.40 
Low grades to second clears (jute).... 2.80@3.10 
Spring vovike SOD 6 0:ceek scab as calce 5.20@5.40 





Jan. 28.—MILLFEED—Market weak and 
— somewhat lower than a week ago. 
mand light, and better from the south 
than the east. The following are the qno- 
tations per 100 lbs today: St. Louis soft 
wheat bran, 84c in large, and 86c in 100-lb 
sacks; bulk bran at country points, 80c; 
middlings, 88@93c; mixed feed, 86c for 
both hard and soft. 

WHEAT—Better demand for milling 
wheat, and a good deal of it was sold for 
outside mills. Country mills in this vi- 
cinity have been receiving liberal receipts 
of wheat, and in several instances have of- 
fered wheat for sale to other mills. 


WHEAT PRICES 





a A) 54,590 48,700 46,590 

DORE, DOB 5 500k ois 286,866 356,135 339,003 

TIPE WR wc vsciccesccess 192,710 230,380 561,550 

oe Sree 298,350 303,750 257,850 

SS ee i 24,300 =:11,700 +=. 28,400 

OS eee ees 48,000 36,000 73,000 
SHIPMENTS 





84,720 78,160 70,260 

. 327,160 — 275,610 510,505 

es 5,505 «6 214,145 = 534,555 

. 236,135 264,765 321,685 

8,515 16,050 45,680 

ST. LOUIS STOCKS Same week 

Jan 28 1904 

Wheat 3,036,722 5,241,702 

a” VRE Re ea oF 147,907 97,412 

CES Gisis <ksicea cae 954,760 111,557 

Rye ...... 7,397 34,277 

Backes 20,773 20,950 

Lig pane pet « grades— 

No. 2 re 


Mn ecb acuéducane 931,906 4,519,353 
No. 2 hard wheat.... .-. 58,835 340,315 
No. 2 mixed corn .. 5 
No. 2 white corn -.... 
No. 2 yellow corn ..... 
No. 2 mixed oats....... eee 21, 
Pa barat ie boas dus Gacdiencs 4,012 7,459 

Wheat received at St. Louis for the week 
ending Saturday, in carloads, inspected as 
follows: 







Jan 30 
Jom ” Jan 21 1904 
14 49 









hs EWN ocak ok a gakun sede’ 
No. 3 red.. a 55 20 
ee ESE ES oh ares 36 51 9 
No. 2 hard winter 5 7 34 
No. 3 hard winter 66 114 
No. 4 hard winter 10 23 43 
Spring and other grades...... 112 120 28 
GIG bec cscnctacntgaatereses 332 836 297 





Buffalo 


Jan. 31. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
firm and in slightly better demand. Mill- 
feeds are unsettled and generally easier. 
Trade is improving. Flour quotations per 
196 lbs in wood are as follows: 












Best maten’, SOTINE. ..... .0.0.ccccceeesces $6. 15@6.45 
Straight, spring Et 2s SO iy CE a EAE 2 5.25@6.15 
Clear, Spring. .........-..seseee sees eeee 4.00@4.40 
Patent, winter ................ 6.10@6.35 
Straight, winter............... 5.20@5.50 
Clear, winter. dine ws keuewhs --+- 5.00@5.25 
Mayo U ead Kee Suen bo) twee vakbaeeeaeer 4.15@4.60 
* & 

Jan. 30.—MILLFEED — Quotations per 
ton today are: Bulk Sacks 
Spring i oe Oe ges Wr ccae $18.00 

Standard middlings................ ..... 17.50 
IE MOE BOs vos csc ces es nse. tances 20.00 
Cee SeeeEnee....--- SR OR oe oF Fe 20.50 
Winter bran, fancy..... ss 20.00 
Winter middlings.................. J 22.00 
Winter middlings, fancy .......... : 23.00 
Winter mixed feed ie 20.50 
Hominy feed fn uwauiy 18.60 
eS eee ane ae 23.5 
Red-dog flour, 140-lb sacks... . 21.00 
Cornmeal, COATSC ...........0.0esee .f 19.50 
Cottonseed meal, per ton.. sbelp S8abS 24.00 
ee ear 26.50 
Rolled oats, barrel, wood.......... ..... 3.50 


WHEAT — Duluth wheat limits c.i.f. 
dropped to 34¢c over New York May for 
No. 1 northern and a cent under for No. 2 
northern, but nothing was done at the de- 
cline. A lot of No. 2 northern, afloat, 
which has been offered in this market at 
a low figure ever since navigation closed, 
was finally sold to New York millers. 
Market closed stronger today c advance 
being asked in limits and it is doubtful 
if a fair-sized lot of No. 1 northern could 
be obtained, as that grade seems to be all 
in the hands of millers. Winter wheat is 
dull, and weak. Only a few cars on track 
but buyers refuse to pe y $1.19 for No. 2 


red, through billed. rices: 

No. 1 northern, Duluth, c.i.f.............. $1.19 % 
No. 1 northern, store, car lots............. 1.21% 
No. 2 northern, car lots............+..+++ - 1.15% 
No. 2 waite, Be we enasdah Aids ciawiehKaeiane’s 1,17 
Es ee eee 1,18 
No. 2 red, task, through billed .......... 1,19 
No. 1 durum, NP UII G0ban.i 350063 s'esaqeecd 1.05 





CORN—Demand only fair and with lib- 
eral receipts an easier feeling prevailed 
near the close of the week, ending in a de- 
cline of about one cent. Corn is coming 
forward in fine condition and there seems 
to be plenty of it, still traders believe there 
is a stopping place close to present prices 
and that the demand will increase steadi- 
ly. Today’s closing prices were: 

No. 2 yellow, through billed. . 
No. 3 yellow, through billed. 
No. 4 yellow, through billed 
No. 3 corn, through billed . 

No. 4 corn, through billed . 

No. 3 white, through billed 
No. 4 white, through billed. . 
Cool andsweet, yellow, through ed. 
Cooland sweet, mixed, through billed. - 
Cool andsweet, white, through billed...... 46% 

OATS—Light trade and quite an accu- 
mulation forced holders to let go, and 
rag were 3c lower at the close today. 

0. 2 white, 3514c; No. 3 white, 3437c; No. 
4 white, 34/e; No. 2 mixed, 3403 No. 3 
mixed, 3384c; No. 3 white clipped., 35!¢c, 
through billed: No. 3 white in store, 35c. 

BARLEY-— The stock here is about 350,- 
000 bus, against 1,500,000 last year. There 
is no strength to the market and a few 
large holders are anxious to sell. Western 
is offered at 4814@45c for common to 
choice. Through ‘Hilled, on track, 44@49c. 

RYE — Dull; No. 1, 85c; No. 2, 84c, 
asked. 









° 





Milwaukee 


Jan. 31. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
neglected and unchanged on the basis of 
$6 for spring patents in wood and $4.05@ 
4.15 for rye in wood. Shipping directions 


‘ are being held back until after Feb. 1. 


Millfeed is weak and dull at $15.25 for 
bran and $15 for standard fine middlings 
in 200-lb sacks. Flour quotation today, 
per 196 Ibs in wood are as follows: 





Hard spring patent, wood............. $....@6.00 
Hard spring straight, wood ........... .... @5.85 
Export patent, sacks ..............000 seee @ 
Export straight, sacks................. sees @5.20 
I Ns oo oe anaes wsig.bgs siateisinie- ei -@A.20 
Second clear, sacks.. Rees -..-@3.10 
Low grade, city, 190 Ibs, wpb cis, 2 @2.90 
2 flour, city, fancy, standard, 196 

WRG sa oa osc catas ta gente eeins.<30 4.05@4.15 
Rye flour, country, 98-lb sacks ........ 3.70@3.85 

These prices are quoted f. o. b. Milwaukee. 
* 860 


Jan. 28.—MILLFEED—Only moderate- 
ly active and a weak feeling prevailed dur- 
ing the later part of the week under liberal 
offerings of northwestern product. Local 
millers held their prices 25@50c per ton 
higher than interior competitors, being 
well sold ahead for February delivery. 
Bran ranged at $15.50@16.25, standard fine 
middlings at $15.25@15.75, and flour mid- 
dlings at $17.50@17.75, all in 200-lb sacks, 
and red-dog at $18.50@18.75 in 140-lb sacks, 
closing at $15.50@16 for bran, $15.25@15.50 
for standard middlings and $17.50 for flour 
middlings, the outside figures represent- 
ing the prices asked by local millers. 
Trade was disappointing, and farmers are 
said to be grinding their oats, corn and 
barley to feed to stock instead of market- 
ing their grain and, buying millfeed, due 
to low priced oats, corn and barley. 

WHEAT SAMPLES—Advanced }¢@lec, 
but the demand was confined to scattering 
purchases of choice hard spring by local 
millers. Everything except the best 
grades was extremely dull, and the low 
grades were unsaleable, accumulating 
from day to day. Receipts were moderate 
in volume and the quality quite ordinary. 
The daily range of prices in the Milwau- 
kee market follows: 

The daily range of prices in Milwaukee 
was as follows: 

No.1 N No.2N 3spring 


Monday....... 1.14 @1.15 1. 10@1. 11% .85@1.06 
Tuesday ...... 1.14 @1.15 1.10@1.11 .87@1.03 
Wednesday... 1.14 @1.15 1.08@1.11 .80@1.05 
Thursday ..... 1.144%@1.15% 1.09@1.13 .80@1.06 
WRIGRYT .....000 1.14 @1.16 1.09@1.13 .80@1.05 
Saturday ..... 1.14 @1.15 1.09@1.13  .80@1.05 


BARLEY— —Steady after the weakness 
experienced during the last day of the pre- 
ceding week, offerings being moderate in 
volume, while the demand improved for 
all grades with the possible exception of 
medium, which showed a tendency to drag. 
Choice Wisconsin malting was again in 
brisk request from local maltsters, but 
low malting also showed greater activity 
and feed sold freely. No. 2 was nominal 
at 52c, standard ranged at ‘b1@51%¢c, extra 
No. 8 at 45@501¢c, No. 8 at 89@46c, No. 4 at 
871¢@38c and not "graded to arrive at 47c 
for round lots. 


RYE—Stronger and in fair demand at 
81@82c for No. 1, 77@81c for No. 2 and 70@ 
76c for No. 8. Choice No. 2 and No. 1 sold 
readily, but were in light supply. Millers 
and maltsters were the principal buyers. 


CORN SAMPLES—Advanced 4%@ec 
under a brisk demand from shippers and 
warehousemen. Offerings were fairly 


- large, but all placed from day to day. 


Prices ranged at 421¢@43c for No. 3, 4234@ 
43¢e for No. 3 yellow, 42@421¢ for No. 4 
and 40c for no grade and 46c for ear. 


OATS—Firmer and good to choice sell- 
ing briskly, with feed dealers the princi- 
pal buyers. Seedy and barley-mixed were 
again slow and unchanged. Receipts 
showed a moderate gain, but barely suf- 
ficient to meet the requirements of the 
trade. No. 2 white nominal at 32c, stand- 
ard ranged at 3134@38214c, No. 3 white at 
30@32c, No. 3 white at 3014@31%{c and No. 
4 at 29c. 

FLAXSEED—Easier and 1c lower, al- 
though offerings were light. There wasa 
fair demand, with prices ranging at $1.21@ 
1.23 for No. 1 northwestern, $1.19(@1.20 sell- 
er May and $1.14144@1.18 rejected. 


WEEK'S RECEIPTS Jan 30 
1904 

i a See 36,925 4g 36,575 
Wheat, bus 87,12 161,920 
CS ahs ccc. vases 40,850 
MAID snc vo psie 040 sve 122,100 
Barley, bus 289,650 
Se re 8,800 
I III, ooo. 0800s ees 490 
WIGUr, BOM. ..550.6.5..% 52,217 52, 44,050 
Wheat, bus di 61,690 
err 74,210 
0 Sa ee 90,090 
Barley, bus 175,790 
Ss WING cc on sesSaveece 20.500 
WN 5 <5 6.0 aS s+ ena 1,040 








Chicago 


Jan. 31.—(Special Telegram.)—No indi- 
cation of improvement in flour trade, 
which is unusually dull. One of the mills 
here is down for lack of other business; 
others are running only a small part of 
capacity. Prices are largely nominal, as 
follows :* 

SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 
Leading Minneapolis brands, % sacks 
or wood, per 196 lbs, Chicago terms, 
to jobbers, less 15c being allowed for 


EEE Seen $6.30@6.40 
Minnesota hard wheat patent, 4% sacks 
OF WOON, DOP TO8 TUB 6.< oo cos cese cecses 5.50@5.80 


Minnesota bard wheat straight, weet 

(SE ear eee 
Minnesota clear, 140 lbs, jute.......... 3.75 
Second clear, 140 lbs, mene. ER: 2.7 
poed tl oe. es LID 955@2.65 

Pr Oe See eee 2.15@2.30 
Rea milis alent "96 lbs, bulk . . 5.35@5.40 

WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
Patent, southern, 196 lbs, jute.. 
Straight, southern, 196 lbs, jute.. 
Clear, southern, 196 lbs, jute ...... 
Patent, Wisconsin, 196 Ibs, jute . 
Straight, Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute 
Clear. Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute. 
SON MN ons. oss senor crodidewsiopevettae 
“ 

Jan. 28. — CORN GOODS — Firm; de- 
mand good. Grits $1.04@1.05; meal, 1c 
less. Flour was steady at $1.10 per 100 lbs 
in bulk. Hominy feed was $17.75 per ton 
bulk. 

RYE FLOUR — Demand good, prices 
firmer. Sales at $3.85 to $4.25 per bbl. 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR — Slow sale. 
Offered at $1.70@1.80 per 100 lbs in grain 
bags 

MILLFEED—Slow. Steady. Bran, $16; 
middlings, $16.50@16.75 per ton. 

MILLING WHEAT — Prices largely 
nominal, but averaging two cents lower. 
Fresh arrivals f.o.b. were No. 2 red win- 
ter, $1. 18@1.20; No. 3 red winter, $1.14@ 
1.1614; No. 2 hard, $1.12@1.16; No. 3 hard, 
$1.05(@1.14; No. 1 northern Spring, $1. 19@ 
1.20; No. 2 northern, $1.12@1.16; No. 3 
spring sold at $1@1.15; and No. 4 spring, 
55c(@$1.07. 












WEEK’S RECEIPTS Jan 30 

Jan28 Jan 2l 1904 

Flour, bbis.......... 150,246 139,023 163,211 
Wheat, bus..... ... 505,600 489,000 = 268,126 
Corn, bus........... 2,160,900 1,970,028 1,484,225 
Oats, bus............ 924,600 643,650 1,233, 697 
EE ns asos eee 21,013 18,200 43,256 
Barley, bus....:.... 425,458 151,162 491,771 

SHIPMENTS 

Wiour, WHS. ...65 rss 143,936 114,027 180,121 
Dens, DGA....5.200 316,715 392,760 208,660 
QOurm, DUB... csccccccs 857,546 831,707 1,402,453 
MI cas ancccnte 888,591 894,831 710,456 
Ms PEM aes daescave 38,222 26,327 28,228 
Barley, bus......... 125,748 166,990 89,091 


STOCKS OF GRAIN IN CHICAGO 


Stocks of grain in Chicago public and 
private elevators, in bushels, are: 


Public Private Total 

» RRR gta 1,540,000 2,286,000 3,826,000 
Os caccinvaa'eead 2,848,000 4,142,000 6,990,000 
sng canbe sehiensiceie’ 2,811,000 2,577,000 2,577,000 
A SEAS AE ORAS Te 395,000 7,000 442,000 
Barley csivésathedixaes 12,000 =144,000 ~=—156,000 











266 


Detroit 


Jan. 31.— (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
shows some increase in activity. Mills are 
well sold up and shipping instructions are 
prompt. The tone is firm. Prices of flour 
in wood, car lots f.o.b., are as follows per 
196 lbs, with the differentials on other 
packages as agreed upon by the Miller’s 
National Federation : 

Michigan patent, best . esa 
Michigan patent, ordinary Be vew sal 
Michigan straight . shied Sonos 
MI oh, os ac ca ceecnucvewsss 45@5.50 
a low grade.. weeee ee 4.25@4.30 
Reins: patent (Detroit made).. PEL POET 6.00@6.05 

MIMCBOCR DRUG 2... oc cscs coca cccsesce 6.15@6.2 
Minnesota clear..................-...++ 4.15@4.20 
SD WD, DUPED oc cciccccevceves cceces 4.10@4. 
ee 26 RE eee eee 3.90@3. 
XXX rye, 196 Ibs................... .. 3.80@3.85 

¥* ¥* 

Jan. 28.—MILLFEED—The market is 
quiet and easy. Both wheat and cornfeeds 
are off about 50c per ton. Prices in bulk, 
per ton, (2,000 lbs), are as follows in car 
lots: 


. BB. §5@5.°0 
@S5.7O 
1@5.60 











Bra 
Coarse middiinigs 1000000000000. ere 





7 “19, 00 
Fine middlings.. sek. adeadeeewawandea sees Ie 
- ee rene herr 19.00 
SEEM eo ancnae csinses vecsee sects dees es 19.00 
| ee 19.00 
Corn and oat Chop.... 2.2.2... cece ce ceee wees 17.50 


CEREAL PRODUCTS—Demand is only 

fair and there is no change in prices. 
Prices in wood, car lots, with the usual 
differentials on other packages, are as fol- 
lows: 
Rolled oats, 180 Ibs.....................$8.50@.... 
Rolled wheat, 100 Ibs................... 3.25@3.50 
Yellow granulated meal, 200 lbs... > .60@2.65 
Yellow cream meal, 200 Ibs jaaaie 
White granulated meal, 200 Ibs ....... 
White cream meal, 200 lbs eeaeee 
White corn flour, 200 Ibs..... 






z 3 00@: 3. 05 
WHEAT—There is little improvement in 


the condition of the grain trade here. 
Speculators were inclined to be bullish 
early in the week. They appear to think 
if they buy, some other fellow will put 
the price up. This the unknown failed to 
do, and a bearish market resulted. Cash 
grain was as scarce as ever, and is quickly 
taken by local millers when any arrives. 
. _— Previous 
GRAIN PRICES bette a 
Range Close close 
1.2046@1.22 1.21% 1.21 


Opening 
2 red wheat .... 1.21 

















May ...... . 1.1934 1.19 @1.21 1.2034 1.1914 
July .. -_ - 1.0154@1.03  1.€2% 1.01% 
1 white w “heat . 1.21 1.20%@1.2 1.21% 1.21 
5 ee 46% 46%@. tie .40% 
% yellow corn... .47% .474%@ .47% 47% 47% 
3 white oats .... .3444 .B43°4@ .34'4 0 3444 334 
DPV se cccccccces BB 82 @ .82 82 82 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS Jan 30 
Jan.28 Jan 21 1904 
Flour, bbls.............. 2.200 3,000 4,800 
Wheat, bus ..........6. 2.500 10,200 
3 Seer 68,600 182,945 
Oats, bus............... 47,700 
TR NED co cdeacescavece arenes 
SHIPMENTS 
Flour, bbls............. 1,400 2,000 1.600 
Wheat, bus ............ 32.149 42.463 16,859 
TOO, THE. osscc.- casves 15,444 27,787 53.101 
CONTE TG scice cccecveee 10,292 a 827 12,069 
Rye, bus.... : 2.900 204 1.618 
DETROIT STOCKS 
Wheat, bus ....... 58,443 625,978 240. 989 
Corn, bus........ 85,449 86, 449 i 
Oats, bus... ............ 
Barley, bus............ 3 2 7 
TS ae 12/515 12.515 
Baltimore 
Jan. 31.— (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
market quiet and featureless. Demand is 
slow at nominally unchanged prices. Quo- 


tations at the close today are as follows 
per 196 lbs in wood: 

Rye flour . $4.10@4.50 
Rio brands of extra.. 5.7U0@5.85 
Winter super Swete - 3.75@4.10 
EOP OER a sonieesccep veces . 4.25@4.50 





Winter clear..... . 4.85@5.05 
Winter straight... 5.10@5.30 
Winter patent .... 5.70@5.85 


5.90@6.10 


Winter patent. epee ial stencils....... 
. 4.0004.25 


City mills’ super 


City mills’ clear....... 5,45@.... 
City mills’ straight . — 5.ROMD.... 
City mills’ second patent ... 6.10@.... 
City mills’ patent .......... 6.75@.... 


aang winter clear .. 4.100 

Tard winter straight 5.40@5.55 
Hard winter patent. ieewe 5.55@5.70 
Spring clear.. ‘ : - ; 4.35@A.60 
Spring straight . 5. 85065.00 
Spring patent .... 6.0006.25 
Spring patents, ‘special brands.... 6.30Q7.05 





* 

Jan. 28. WHEAT — Dull and steady 
without any special noteworthy feature. 
Receipts for the week 46,173 bus; exports, 
none; stock, 804,187. Closing prices with 
comparisons: 


Today Year ago 
No. 2 red, spot..........$1.14 @1.14%4 9334@94 
No. 2 western, spot..... 1.15 @1.15%4% % @M%4 
No. 3 red, spot. eevee, 1.10 @1.10% = &934,@90 
Steamer No. 2 spot . . LOT @1.07% RYO 
Southern, by sam gle... 1.10 @1.13 Sy ee 
Southern, on poe -- 102%@1.14% ....@ 





January ....... : 3494 : 
WMI ccccsacdveseate 1.144@1.14% % @94%4 
March .... daa lw ayaa 1.15442@1.15% =... .@.... 

ASST eee 1.164%@1.16% 9%@.... 

CORN—There is a steady demand for 
cash and January corn, while February is 
also receiving considerable attention. 
not large though receipts are 


Offerings 














THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


fair. Receipts for the week 493,186 bus; 


exports, 891,249; stock, 993,815. Closing 
prices with comparisons: 
Mixed— Today Year ago 
Spot.. cevccceccsccsess DO @HO% 49%@50 
No. 2 white seeececccccceess DO @50% 49%@50 
Steamer, mixed . . see 48°4@AS%% 48% @ASIG 
Southern white, new.... .. 444% @49% «4544 @49% 
Southern yellow, new..... 4434,@49%% 45144934 
ROT Eee res = 50 @50% 49%@50 
See Seer eae 50 @50% 49% @50 
March ...... seccecccessees 10 @30% 50%@W 
Pe SIM 5O0%@50% ....@.... 


MILLFEED — Dull and lower to sell 
with buyers holding off for lower prices. 
Quotations are as follows: lightweight 
winter bran, bulk, per ton, $19; medium, 
$18@18.50; heavy $18@18.25: brown mid- 


dlings, sacked, per ton, $18.50@19; spring 
bran, in 200-lb sacks, per ton, $18. 50@ 


18.75; in 100-lb sacks, per ton, $19@ 19. 25, 
city mills’ middlings, per ton, sacked, $19. 





Boston 


Jan. 31.— ‘(Special Telegram. ) — Better 
demand for spring patents, with the mar- 
ket advanced today. Winter wheat flours 
quiet but steady. Following are the rul- 
ing quotations for flour per 196 lbs: 

Patent— 

Minnesota, special stencils ........... 
Minnesota and Dakota ............... 
WR os eae Sass ets xseesugescoates 


. 36. os 6. 65 5 





Clear— 
BE 2x08 sats Sentvr aren veesnreraee | 5.50@ 
Indiana... 
New York... .......scc cece cceeceeeee § 





Jan. 28.—MILLFEED — Moderate de- 
mand for millfeed, with the market a 
shade lower on some grades. Cottonseed 
and linseed meal are fairly steady with 
moderate offerings. No change in gluten 
feed or meal. Hominy feed in good de- 
mand but the market is quoted lower. 
Prices follow: 

Middlings, 200-lb sacks, per ton .....3 319. 75@23.05 
Bran, winter, 200-lb sacks, per ton.. 21.75@22.25 
Bran, spring, 200-lb sack 20.200: 20.3 50 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks. ............... 
Mixed feed, 200-lb sacks ... ste 
Cottonseed meal. new, sacked....... 
Hominy feed, sacked : D221. 

CEREAL PRODU CT S—An easier mar- 
ket for oatmeal, with a fair demand. 

Sales of rolled oatmeal at $3.50@3.75 per 
bbl and cut and ground oatmeal at 8 

.25 per bbl. Rye fiour is easier at # 
. 75 per bbl. Granulated and bolted corn- 
meal lower at $2.85(3.25 per bbl. Graham 
flour unchanged. 








Receipts of flour, grain, millfeed and 
meal during the week were: 1905 1904 
PU, WN 65 6606 00s vonanscancos 19,0: M1 19,068 
Flour, sacks......... 7,375 
Wheat, bus.. 704 
Oomt, DUB... .ccccreseses 166,961 
Oats. bus........ 71,319 
Millfeed, tons.... 320 
Cornmeal, bbls... ...... 5002 see 380 
Oatmeal, bbls . 2.530 





Oatmeal. sacks..........--.. 0... sees ee 1.600 
Exports of flour, wheat and corn from 
Boston during the week ended Jan. 28 














were: Flour Wheat Corn 
Destination bbls sacks bus bus 
Liverpool |: i, he a vei j 
London .... ; 14,102 23,892 
Manchester ‘ 783 by : 
Provinces ...... 602 eee 300 
i)! 177 14,985 92 124,042 
Since Jan. 1.... 1,672 32.466 22,307 1,023,283 
Same time '04.. 6,648 104,010 865,489 501.760 





Philadelphia 


Jan. 31.— (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
steadily held but demand is light. Follow- 
ing are the ruling quotations for flour per 
196 Ibs: 

Winter extra. 

Kansas clear* ..... 
Kansas straight*.. 
Kansas patent*.......... aati 
Pennsylvania clear, new .... 








Pennsylvania straight, new ........... 5. t HOS.» 

Weatern clear, NOW ...... 0c. ccscescece 4.04.75 
Western straight new ................ 5.20@5.40 
Western patent, new .................. § 5 503 5.75 
Spring clear . eee . 4.25@4.60 
Spring straight . 5. 65@5.90 





Spring patent...... weeees 3.90@B.20 
Spring yatents, favor ite ‘brands. Steers 6.2! 256.40 
City mills’ choice and fancy patent... 6.2506.35 
City mills’ regular grades 
Winter clear, new. ie¥ eine 
Winter straight. new 
Winter patent, new... 
*Per 196 lbs in sacks. 
* 
Jan. 28.—Receipts of flour during the 
week, 6,757 bbls and 6,051,803 Ibs in sacks. 
Exports, 600 tons to Glasgow, 5,000 sacks 
to London and 3,500 sacks to Liverpool. 
RYE FLOUR—Steady with moderate 
offerings, but trade quiet. Quotations, 
#4.40(4@4.45 per 196 lbs in wood for good to 
choice Pennsylvania and #4.50@4.75 for 
choice and fancy western patent. 


. 4.50@4.75 
oe:0.0 n'e'ace SDR 
edie cine 5.50@5. 75 











BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—Supplies am- 
ple and the market barely steady under a 
light demand. Quotations, $2@2.25 per 100 
lbs in sacks as to quality. 

MILLFEED—Offerings more liberal and 
the market weak and a shade lower under 
an indifferent demand. Quotations: 
Winter bran, bulk, per ton— 





OD BPG 605. leeds cscey aves teeecvese = 00@21.00 

To arrive, prompt shipment....... 20. ).50@21.00 
Spring bran in 200-Ib sacks, per hg 

On BDO 6 «vie vk saie ss ei ecwaewcweusess 19.50@20.50 

To arrive, all-rail . boa 19.25@ 

To arrive, lake-and- rail Nominal 


Spring bran in 100-Ib sacks, | 50c additional. 
City mills products, per ton 

, Bran in 100-lb sacks... . 20. ee. ~ 

* Middlings in 100-Ib sacks. . 21.00@23 

OATMEAL—Firm under ‘thoderate = 
ferings and a fair demand. Quotations: 
Ground oatmeal, wood ................ $....@i 
Rolled, steam and i ~leataal wood... 3.40@ 3. 65 
Pearl barley, in sacks . : sien 
PRUOHEUG, WOOR coined copies oxen cies 3. Sad, 05 

CORN. PRODUCTS—Quiet, but offer- 
ings light and prices firmly held. Quota- 
tions: 












Granulated yellow meal...............32 

Granulated white meal................ 

SOMOW GRMEO TOA «). 6.65 ocScce scevcesses A 

Bah A Deere eect: 3. 

WE ARS OPN I ac iced ev ccuvecueseties 3. 10@ 3.50 

Yellow corn flour........--..--.... 2... 3.00@3.40 

REIN eos nee kcioces a sinwoaies 5.08 3.00@3.30 
WHEAT—Demand for export as well as 


for local consumption was light and prices 
declined ‘gc under weaker outside advices. 
Offerings here were light and there was 
little disposition to trade. Receipts, 16,- 
717 bus: exports, nothing; stock, 27,292 
bus. Prices compare as follows: 
WINTER WHEAT 
Close Saturday 
No. 2red, Jauuary..$1.14@1.14% 
CAR LOTS 
No. 2 Penn. red..... 1.15@1.15% 1.1 
No. 2 Delaware red. 1 15@1.15% 1.1 
1.1 
1.1 


Week ago 
$1.1434@1.15 


5%@1.16 
5%4@1.16 
44%4@1.15 


it a 1.14@1.14% 
Steamer No. 2 red... 1.10@1.10% 0%@1.11 
ST. ae 1.10@1.10% 1.104%@1.11 
Rejected A.......... 1.07@1.07% 1¢ 07 oy @1.08 
No. Lnorth’n, Dul’th 1.27@1.28 1.2746@1.28 


No. 2north’n. Dul’th 1.22@1.23 1. B16@)I. 23% 

CORN—The market a shade easier with 
an indifferent export demand and a light 
inquiry from local jobbers. Offerings 
moderate but ample. Receipts, 175,841 
Prices 





bus; exports, 68,570; stock, 712,172. 
compare as follows: 
Close 
Seturday Weekago 
No. 2 mixed, January ..... 4914 @4934 4¢ 4% @50 
No. 2 mixed, February.... 49%@49% 494 @50 


CAR LOTS 
No. 2. new,exportelevator 4944@49% 
Steam’ r,new,exp'telev’t’r 484%4@48% 


49% @50 
48449 


Yo. 2 yellow, new, local... 50 @52 50 @5i2 
( OD. BOW. THINS. ..0. 2s ccvees C 53) @54 4 @.. 
OATS—Trade in car lots quiet, but 


prices steady with moderate offerings of 
desirable stock. Receipts, 53,525 bus: ex- 


ports, nothing; stock, 154,836 bus. Prices 
per bushel compare as follows: 
Close Last 
Retareey week 
No. 2 white, clipped. . 374%@2 os0e a8 
No. 2 white. natural......... 3744@38 37%4@38 
No. 4 white, natural......... 36 @.... 36 @.. 
No. 2 mixed, new............ 354@.... 35%@.. 
Rejected, white, new........ 34 “G35 34 @35 





New York 


Jan. 31.—(Special Telegram.)—Limits 
on some spring patents have been ten cents 
with a wide range of quotations but busi- 
ness is very slow even at old figures. Kan- 
sas flour is dull and steady, with a little 
better inquiry in the last day ortwo. Win- 
ters are barely steady with some sales this 
week at concessions. Millfeed is weak 
with bran at $18.50 February shipment: 
middlings, $18 and flour, $20.75. Flour 
quotations are as follows per 196 lbs: 

Sacks Wood 
Spring clear. seeee eee e$d,80@4.10 2004.40 
Spring straight. . Se kaee nous 4.90@5.20 10@5.50 


Me 
ors 


Spring patent . 5.40@5.60 5.70@6.10 
Spring fancy .... . 5.85@6.00 6.15@ 6.30 
Low grade winters . 3.40@3.90 3.75@4.20 


Winter clear. coccccces 4404.70 4.75@5.00 
Winter straight .......... 4.95@5.05 5.20@5.85 
Winter patent ........... § 5.400 5.50 5.70@ 5.40 
Winter fancy.... ........ 5.50@5.70 5.85 6.00 
Kansas straight .......... 5.00@5.15 saeuneee. 
Kansas patent ............ 5.20@5.30 a ee 
* * 
Jan. 28.—MILLFEED— Trade has been 


irregular this week and prices have, after 
some small fluctuations, turned weak and 
declined to the lowest figures for western 
bran which have recently been seen, while 
city is dull and without feature. Quota- 
tions follow: 
Bran, western spring, 200-lb eacks, 

January shipment. . ; 
Standard middlings, spring, wb 

sacks . 18.50@..... 
Flour middlings, spring, 200- Ib sacks 21.50@".... 

Red-dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks. . ae 
City bran, bulk, at mill.. 
City bran, 200-lb sacks, at mill . 
City heavy feed. bulk.. ‘ete 
City middlings, 200-1b sac le cae 
No grade flour, 140-lb sacks, per 196” 

DN St van akeadeek 8s kins b405esaa es 2.40@..... 

WHEAT—Nervous, with no broad inter- 
est in the trade either way. Operations 
of the Wall street bull pool have been 
carefully,watched and developments so far 
indicate that the bull party is milking the 
market with very small regard to the ul- 
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timate values of the wheat. Foreign news 
has offered little of interest, and, except in 
a sensational way, foreign ‘wheat is of no 


tapaeeanee: Quotations: 

No. 2 red, choice.............. --$1.20%@...... 
No. l northern, Duluth............ 1.26%@...... 
No. 2 northern, Duluth..... ---» 1.173%4@.. 





No. 1 dorthern, Manitoba @1.1ii 

CORN--There was quite a good deal of 
export business in corn early in the week, 
with disposition to meet exporters in ex- 
pectations that eastern roads would pro- 
tect shippers on eastern business in com- 
petition with the Gulf, but trade became 
very quiet at the close. 

OATS—Very dull, with a steady market 
for cash property and slowly decreasing 
stocks. 

RYE FLOUR—Has shown a steady, job- 
bing trade. Sales were made all the way 
from $4.30 to $4.90 with some fancy brands, 
$5 asked. 

CORNMEAL—There has been very little 
doing this week, but stocks are small in 
this market and there has been very small 
pressure to sell, resulting in steady prices. 


Duluth 


Jan. 30.—Quotations to jobbers for car 
or round lots of flour, net per 196 lhs 





f.o.b. mills, are: Monday Year avo 
First patent, wood........ $5.70@5.90 $4.60@4.>0 
Second patent, wood ..... 5.60@5.80 4.50@4.\ 0) 
Straight, wood............ 5.50@5.70 3.30@3.45 
Fancy clear, jute......... 4.10@4.70 3.10@3.35 
Export clear, jute........ 3.95@A.35 2.25@2. {0 
Low grade, jute .......... 2.£0@3.10 2.10@2.15 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


1905 —_ sii 1904 bbls -: bbls 


Jan. 28.. Jan. 30...18,280 Jan. 31. ..15,000 
Jan. 21. e 630 Jan. 23... 9.000 Jan. 24...20.4s0 
Jan. 14... 4,600 Jan. 16...25,720 Jan. 17...24,410 
Jan. 7... 4,500 Jan. 9... 8.200 Jan. 10... 9,550 
EXPORTS 
pT} See g Jan. 31... 
Pe Par Jan. 24... 
Jan. ' See inbae Jan. 17... 
y Sn See Jan. 10... 





MIL L F EED—Market steady at old q qui 
tations and only moderate trade passing. 
Inquiry mostly local and nearby. Mille: 
ask the following prices per ton in 200-1!) 
sacks, car lots: 

Year ag 
$14. 75@15. 

15.75@16.: 


Monda - 

Bran, 200.1b sacks. ....$15.00@15.50 
Shorts, 200-lb sacks... 15.25@15.75 
Middlings, 200-lb sacks 15.50@16.00 15.75@16.25 
Rr ee 15.50@16.00 16.25@16.75 

Where 100-]b sacks are ordered 50c per ton 
added. 

Closing prices of coarse grain today we) 
as follows: 

Oats—To arrive, 29'4c: track, 2914c. 

Rye—To arrive, 74c: track. 74e. 





Barley—Feed, 38@37c; malting, 37@44c. 
WEEK'S RECE IPTS Jan 3) 
Jan 21 1904 
Wheat 3 73 = 234,501 
RRS sceveds sees Ree aed &3: 
CEM, bc cyan das tag tehoe 74,01 = 208.800 
Barley 8.310 25,02 


pice 6556-6405 0Go sans 5 1,319 11.69% 
105,280 = 101,055 








WD syn oeestecaucee 42,440 
Coo hrs ors Kone ae 9,724 
OS POR ee D848 
ON POE Se 55,728 


WHEAT—The market has been strong 
this week, showing an advance of bette: 
than two cents. This has stimulated flour 
buying, which is fairly good, though th: 
mills are not yet taking much grain fron 
store. There is a little inquiry from 
abroad for flour, and wheat purchases t« 
the east are occasionally made. The mai 
ket has been comparatively dull on thead 
vance. Contract wheat is’ increasing 
faster than total stocks. There are som 
shipments to Minneapolis and other in 
terior points, though the conditions that 
made profitable large shipments of certain 
low grades a week or so ago are not s¢ 
much emphasized now. There are now in 
store at the Head of the Lakes 4,602,469 bus 
of wheat, compared with 4; 469,693 a week 
ayo, and 2,962,385 last yea The increass 
for this week was 133,374, compared with 
an increase last year of 191,880. Mills this 
week took 34,000 and there were direct 
shipments of 28,000. Closing prices for the 
week have been as follows: 

No. 1 N— 
Ontr’k Toar’ve May July Sept 





Monday . .. 1.18% $1.11% $1.13% $1.11 94% 
Tuesday .... 1.11 1.11 1.13 1.12 94 
Wednesday... 1.12% 1.11% 1.18% 1.12% 94 
Thursday ..... 1.18 1.13 1.15 1.1444 95 
Friday ........ 1.12% 1.133 114% 1.134% 9% 
Saturday 1.12% 1 1.14% 1.13% 943 
Monday . 13% = 1.13* 1.15% 1.14% 95% 
Feb. 1, 1904 . SO4% 89% Sig 8834 77} 
FLAXSEED —The market remains with- 


out interest. May has been getting off 
toward cash price, and Monday made the 
final plunge and brought up even. A week 
ago it was one cent higher. Forty thou- 
sand bushels of seed have been shipped to 
Chicago and other cities for crushing, but 
stocks have increased 55,775 notwithstand- 
ing. The business in seed is dead. A year 
ago there was a daily trading volume of 
from 150,000 to 200,000 bus, now it is from 
15,000 to 20,000, largely by reason of the 
fact that the large interest is holding its 
trading confined strictly to cash stuff, and 
in the absence of interest in the May fu- 
ture by it or anybody else. There are now 
in store here 7,665,956 bus of flaxseed, com- 


















905 


nn news 
cept in 
Sof no 


@1 iii; rs 
deal of 
» week, 
in ex- 
Id pro- 
n com- 
ecame 


narket 
easing 


ly, job- 
ne Way 
rands, 


y little 
nall in 
small 
prices. 


Dr car 
96 lbs 
2ar avo 
60@4.»() 
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pared with? 
706 last year. 


,610,768 last (week and_ 5,875,- 
Closing prices were: 
Toarr Ontr’k May 

MondOPivcves ins. cress tusves oa 23 $1.23 $1.233 
Wes sis cies cwuevive rbaue 1.23 





WedtieRn dic cy cree 133 1.23 235% 
Thursday 1.2% 1.2414 
BriGGy a acs vcsivin a tawaves oa 1 1z 1.2458 
Saturday Rs; 1.24 

MonG@e seni vatac ccceks 2 1.2414 
Fel. 1, 1904 1.16% 








Toronto 


Jan. 81.—Flour trade with the Maritime 
Provinces has been quiet, but there was 
a fair export demand. Cables received on 
Friday made the highest bids on the crop 
for Manitoba flours, 30s 6d being offered 
for 90 per cent patent. But only a limited 
amount of business was put through, as 
most of the bids were only 23s 6d to 23s 9d 
while the mills were generally holding for 
30s. Sales are reported by Ontario mills of 
patent Manitoba flours at $5.90, $5.95 for 
New Foundland and clears at $5.65. Quo- 
tations per 196 Ibs in wood, f.o.b. at mills, 
follow: 








High patent, blended.................. $5.45@5.80 
Patent, 8 to 80 per cent, blended ..... £ 5.30@5.45 
Patent, 90 per cent, blended........... 5.1 35 
Ptr aie sacs .c cas ho occ cok dete edo sven 4.90 10 

ag 4554.7 15 
LOW GRE 65s corde E Tota Seales beeen 3.£0@4.10 


In bags 20e per bbl less and in half barrels 25c 
per bbl more is asked. 

In spite of both the large Manitoba 
mills, as well as the smaller mills, advanc- 
ing their prices as reported two weeks ago, 
an out-of-town miller reports that small 
bakers that only buy perhaps three or four 
carloads a year received letters from one 
of the big Manitoba millers immediately 
afterwards advising the advance, but say- 
ing they had booked them a car of flour at 
the old figure. The country bakers of 
course do not object to saving 20c a bbl in 
this way, but do not hold an exalted opin- 
ion of a large milling concern that has to 
adopt such methods to sell its flours, 
which ought to be unneccessary. The 
lower prices are for flours made in Onta- 
rio mills, and highest prices for the choice 
flours of the big Manitoba or Ontario mills 
which have established brands. Quota- 
tions are as follows per 196 lbs in bags de- 
livered all Ontario points: 


Fivetieeccs sae bass heeds cesaee <ck ss 5 $5.20@5.70 
Second patent.................0.eeeeeee+ 5-10@5.40 
Clegg ies bene ceaketsonk a ero cupeaareaseneat 4.90@5.20 


Mills only shipping occasionally have to ac- 
ept 10@20e per Dbl less. 

Jan. 28.—MILLFEED—The demand for 
millfeed continues good and the outlook 
appears to be for rather higher prices both 
for bran and middlings. Quotations per 
ton of 2,000 lbs in car lots, f.o.b. mills, fol- 
low: middlings, bagged, $18.50@19: bran, 
*16@16.50. Sales reported of bran for ex- 
port at $14.40 in bulk for broad Ontario 
and broad Manitoba bran made in Onta- 
rio mills. 

WHEAT—The rough weather of the past 
week checked deliveries. Hence offerings 
have been light, the dealers being only dis- 
posed to sell at points where their storage 
supply is limited, and they have to make 
room. The stock of No. 2 northern this 
side of the lakes excepting Owen Sound 
ind Depot Harbor, appears to be exhaust- 
ed, but any sharp advance in prices would 

indonbtedly bring considerable offerings 
of this as well as other grades, as it is re- 
ported that some of the simaller millers 
have bought considerably beyond their re- 


quirements, and would be sellers if any 
marked advance occurred. Prices close as 
follows: 
ONTARIO WHEAT 

Yo. 1 white winter, new, for cereals........ $1.07 
CSF. OR ae 1.05 
No. 2 white winter, MOW...........csscceeees 1.05 
1G, DG ae a nah Maho aeeee es oxne cna initee | ae 
NO, SMI nace vob ae ppanpaneecdn pean sen is -93 


All f.0.b. cars country points. 
MANITOBA WHEAT 








Yo. 1 northern . Pie se nchn teen as . .@1.09 
UG; CE roa cae be yanna aed ei oe oe @1.05% 
Yo. 3 northern . ESSERE ee 
Veh Ee ones 5 esha ks womahcce cue can asa 5% 
No. 4 northern 90@...... 
All f.o.b. cars at elevators this side of lakes. 
No. b northern, all yall .... 06.000 cecccccves $1.14% 
No. 2 northern, all rail............... eoee 1.11% 
NO. B ROPPROTM, BL PAR... cc ccsccces cvcees 1.05 
Se ee, Seer 1.02 
No 4northern, extra. allrail............. .% 
No. 4 northern, all rail .......- 020 cseccees 9% 
No. 4 northern. tough, all rail............ 90 


Via North Bay delivered Montreal freights. 


OATS—The price of this cereal contin- 
ues to soar, and though the millers have 
advanced their prices, the domestic de- 
mand, both for the eastern provincés and 
from the north country for the lumber 
camps, keeps prices beyond millers’ limits. 
As high as 87c has been paid f.o.b. north 
and west of Toronto high freight points 
for No. 2 white, but this is about 1c above 
the general price which has ruled during 
the week. A buyer who has a large num- 
ber of buying points in northwestern On- 
teria and is holding 100,000 bus of oats 

s he expects to get 40c for them. Prices 
fo low: No. 1 white, 35c; No. 2 white, 
344¢c, for milling low freights; No. 2 
white, 35!¢@36}¢c; and for No. 3 white 35¢ 
is paid for the eastern provinces, middle 
freights. No. 2 sold at 87c during the week 
—high freight: rate points, 36)¢c now asked. 
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Montreal 


Jan. 31.—(Special Telegram.)—A very 
firm feeling prevails in the local flour mar- 
ket, but aside from this there is no new 
feature in the situation to note, as the vol- 
ume of new business continues limited. 
Arrivals of flour last week were 9,365 
bbis, against 4,760 the previous week and 
8,140 last year. Exports for the week were 
15,530 sacks via Portland and 24,366 via 
West St. John, N. B. The stocks in store 
were 24,040 bbls, against 23,850 the week 
before and 17,455 a year ago. Prices ex-store 
are as follows: 


Bags Barrels 
Spring patents............$2. sn. 90 $5.60@5.80 
Strong clears . . 2.65@2.75 e. 





“<) B90@2 

oa 2 752.80 

... 2.35@2.40 
bd * 

Jan. 28.—MILLFEED—There has been 
no striking change in this market. De- 
mand for bran for local and country ac- 
count continues fair and_ prices rule 
steady. Shorts on the other hand are dull 
and have an easy tendency. Prices are: 
Manitoba bran in bags at $16.50@#17 per 
ton and Ontario in bulk at $16@18 per ton. 
Manitoba shorts in bags $19. Ontario in 
bulk at $19@$20, and moullie at $25@28. 

WHEAT—Exporters note an increased 

inquiry for Manitoba spring wheat and 
consider the fact an indication that sup- 
plies in foreign markets are running low 
but their bids asa rule are too low and 
there will not be much business unless 
they come up in their values. Ontario 
millers have paid #1.141g per ba at Geor- 
gian bay points for a fair quantity of No. 
1 hard. Private letters this week said 
that there was practically no American 
or Canadian wheat in Great Britain and 
that holders had realized more money, 
parcels selling at 33s 6d for No. 3 northern 
Manitoba afloat. Southern soft wheats are 
reported as plentiful, Indian being mostly 
in evidence. 

CORN—Local exporters have done a 
good business in corn until Thursday 
when cables came weaker and bids were 1c 
per bu out of line with the price on this 
side. 

OATS—Continue strong with reports 
from all sections noting a decided scarcity 
while the stock in store here is scarcely 
100,000 bus. Prices are 34@4c per bu 
higher, 42@48c as to grade for car lots ex- 
store here. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—There is a some- 
what unsettled feeling in rolled oats here 
due to the fact that United States rolled 
oats are coming in in spite of the duty 
and freight and selling at lower prices 
than Canadian. Business has been quiet 
therefore in the domestic product at #2.05 
(@2.07 per bag. 


Minneapolis 


Jan. 31.—Quotations of flour asked today 
by local and outside mills car or round lots 


Winter patents... 
Straight rollers. 
i, 


8 
5. 540@S. 50 
4.75@4.80 
















at Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, for prompt 
shipment, were: Tuesday Year ago 
First patent, in wood..... $5.75@6.10 — $4.50@4.75 
Second patent in wood.. > 4 00 4.40@4.65 
Fancy clear, jute......... 5.5 x 3.10@3.25 
First clear, jute .......... i 3.006 i 2.85@3.10 
Second clear, jute.. . 2.00@2.25 2.00@2.15 
Red-dog, jute............. 1.65@1. 70 1.90@1.95 


For flour in different packages, the follow- 
ing is the schedule; 1-16 cotton sacks, same es 
wood; % cotton, same as wood; 14 cotton, 10c 
less than wood: % cotton and 140’s and 9%’s, 
jute, 20c less than wood; 1-16 paper sacks, 
same as wood; % paper, 15c less than wood; 
“op ayer, ,20c less than wood; % bbls, 30c over 
woot 

Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, for 
prompt shipment, per 280 lbs, in jute, c.i.f., 
including 2 per cent commission, were to- 





day (Jan. 31): LONDON 
Tuesday Last year 

Patent . 31s 64@33s 268 1d@27s 94 
Fancy c¢ lear. 248 64@25s 238 @238s 6d 
First clear. . | 223 @2s 3d 2ls @2ls 6d 
Second clear..... lés @l16s 3d lis @16s 3d 
pe eee 13s 94@...... 14s 94@15s 

LIVERPOOL Tuesday 
Patent . se eeseeeeses BIS 64@338 
First clear, standard. ees | 6 
Second clear. Pee: eT | 
NS Si ai5 nk svg ne nlek bal vak be oaoies 13s 94@14s 

GLASGOW 
Patent . cocsseccocee B18 CA@SIa 
First clear, standard............-. 2ls @22s 3d 
IOS len thaigs agnne bie dno ee lés @lé6s 3d 
ge cas cwerts ca 0akeeavas 13s 94@14s 


Amsterdam c.i.f. 
and outside mills were, 
lbs, in guilders: 


quotations of local 
today, per 22044 


Ne ea os vs bed 400s AndeRs wanes 10%@11 
Second clear. TR@ 8 





5 i AR, SR OE ee eee 6%@ 6% 
MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output and foreign shipments 
of Minneapolis mills for four weeks, with 
comparisons, are shown in the subjoined 
tables : FLOUR OUTPUT BY WEEKS 


1905 Bbls 1904 Bbls 1903 Bbls 


OS PP Feb. 6..165.680 Feb. 7..315,790 
Jan, 28,.285,060 Jan. 30..319,295 Jan. 31..319,580 
Jan. 21..278,640 Jan. 23..325,880 Jan. 24..306,165 
Jan. 14,.308,705 Jan. 17..305,285 Jan. 18..254.195 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 
a Sete ‘eb. 6.. 17 oH Feb 7.. 54,970 
Jan. 28.. 61,425 Jan. a. 57,710 Jan. 31.. 56.670 
Jan. 21.. 52,645 Jan. 23.. 35,355 Jan. 24.. 90,360 
Jan. 14.. 54,735 Jan. i. 92/820 Jan. 18.. 39,195 





OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 

The flour output and foreign shipments 
of northwestern mills outside of Minne- 
apolis and Duluth have been by weeks, in 
barrels: 
Week 
ending mills ity 1904-5 J 
Oct. - 59 


—Exp’ts— 
1904-5 1903-4 


5.765 


No. Capac- — Output — 
1903-4 
3 















Oct. 7,075 
Oct. 29.. 5.605 
Nov. 5.. 46 5 7.085 
Nov. 12.. 44 > 6,070 
Nov. 19.. 44 20 10.120 
Nov. 26.. 45 7,605 
Dec. 3.. 45 5.060 


Dec. 10.. 44 
Dec. 17.. 46 
Dec. 24.. 44 
Dee. 31.. 46 
Jan. 7.. 46 
Jan. 14.. 46 
Jan. 21.. 44 
Jan. 28.. 40 


98. (95 
101.110 
109,115 
123.480 
127 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
London 60 days’ sight documentary ex- 
change was quoted by Minneapolis banks 
as follows during the last age 
Jan. 25....84.85 @4.85% Jan. 28...$4.854@4. pote] 





Jan. 26.... 485%4@4.85% Jan. 30. . 4.85144.! 
Jan. 27.... 4.8514@...... Jan. 31... 4.85544@4 85 Ms 
Guilders. three days’ sight, were . Jan. 31, 


quoted at 40.1834@40.36. 
CEREALS AND FEED 
Millfeed has been heavy and weak dur- 
ing most of the past seven days, and prices 
have declined materially, especially since 
Thursday. Usually a reduction in freight 
rates causes a hardening of Minneapolis 
prices, but the last week was an exception 
in that respect. Accumulations in various 
gee ye seem to weigh down the mar- 
Large supplies of feeding grain also 
area bearish feature. Nevertheless, the 
east is reported to be buying moderately 
in small quantities. It is the history of 
most seasons that along in February there 
is a demand sufficient to clean up supplies 
and make business brisk, and millers can 
not feel otherwise than that something of 
the sort will be realized this year,.. Bran 
is the weakest of all products, while red- 
dog is the strongest. The market in the 
last four days has been especially demor- 
alized. 
Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed 
today (Jan. 31) for prompt shipment were, 














och 2,000 Ibs: Bulk 200-lb sacks 
SRA eee 312.60@12.75 $12 35@1 13. oo 
Standard middlings .. 12.25@12.40 13.00@ 

Flour middlings ...... 14.75@15.00 15.50@ 
Red-dog, 140-lb jute... 15.65@15.85 16.50@1¢ 


In 100-1b sacks, 50c per ton additional over 200- 
lb sacks is charged. 


The Boston basis of prices for millfeed, 
for prompt shipment, is given below, per 
Year ago 


ton, in 200-lb sacks: Tuesday 
CPOE yiexe : 65 sc eee eos $19.00@19.15 
Mecetied middlings .. 18.50@18.65 
Flour middlings ...... 21.00@21.25 
Red-dog, 140-Ib sacks.. 22.00@22.25 
Quotations of cereals and feed products, 
in car lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis, are: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibs, bulk........4 $ 
No. 1 ground feed, 2.000 Ibs, bulk.... 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 
No. 3 ground feed. 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 
Rye feed, 2,000 lbs, in 100-Ib sacks ... 
Yellow cornmeal, granulated* ...... 
COOMTITGOL, WII so nccs cacecececscese 
Hominy, coarse* 
Ae ee 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 200 lbs. ..... 
FEO BORO IO goss cter occa seruases 
OS | Bee 
Rye flour, standard, white 
Graham, rye, bbl ............. 
Graham, wheat, pure. bbl........... 
Graham, standard, bbl .............. 
Buckwheat flour, bbl.. 
Rolled oats, 180 lbs, wood.. 





9@15.50 

















Rolled oats, per bbl in 90-lb sacks. . 08 
Mill screenings, per ton ............. 10.000 11.25 
Elevator screenings, per ton........ 10.00@1 25 





» 
a 12.00@12.25 
. 10.00@ 
5@ .75 


Buckwheat screenings, per ton . 
Flaxseed screenings, per ton. : 
Chicked feed wheat, bus............. 
Wild mustard seed, ton. oo 18.00@19.00 
*Per barrel in sacks. "Whee not otherwise 
stated, sacks are of 49 and 98-lb cotton. 


MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS 

The appended table shows closing prices, 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of 
No. 1 northern. No. 2northern, No. 3, No. 
4, rejected, May and July wheat: 
Jan Nol No2 No3 No4 Rej May July 
25 1.12% 1.08% 1.00 @1.03 90 60@1.02 1.14% 1.1214 
26 1.1444 1.10% 1.03 @1.06 92 60@1.03 1.16% 1. 4. 6 








7 1.13% 1 09% 1.0254 @1.04% 96 65@ .85 1.15% 1. 
a1. 1444 1.104 1.08%@1.05% 98 65@ .95 1.15% 1. 1334 
30 1.1534 1.1134 1.04%.@1.07% 94 61@ .90 1.16% 1.1434 
31 1.15% 1. 11% 1. 04%,@1. 0752 96 65@1.02 1.16% 1.13% 
+1 90 87 82 @.84 .. 70@ .83 .88% “8834 
42.76) = 74% ‘70 @.73_ .. ..@.... .76% .76% 

+1904. +1903. 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and Du- 
luth for the week ended Saturday were in 
bushels (hundreds omitted) : niin dhineet 

1905 1904 1903 1905 1904 


Minneapolis ...... 1,595 1,300 1,796 14,004 12,916 
BOUT 0 caa000 sete 19% 86235 181 4,602 2,902 
no re 1,791 1,535 1,977 18,606 15,818 


CROP YEAR RECEIPTS 
Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1 to Jan. 28, were as 
follows, with comparisons, in bushels: 





1904-5 1903-4 
Minneapolis............---. 56,313,670 55,036,710 
eae bi ckns ined sae 20,519,201 — 23,690,269 
SNE ix id ardi'nd colas 76,832,871 78,726,979 
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MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators 
was reported as follows by the Chamber 
of Commerce on dates given, in bushels: 


Jan 30 
Jan28 Jan2i Janil4 1904 
No. 1 hard. 19,730 19,730 19,730 2,592 


No. 1 north 3,826,497 3,725,836 3,569,610 4, le 33, 159 
No. 2 north 








) Oe SO ee 
Rejected ‘i 

No grade.. .. 
Speci’l bins .. 
Others. ....10,1: 

Totals . 2, 003,961 13,728,942 13,848,299 12, 915 5,924 
In 1908. ....15,147,377 14,867,975 14,918,859 .... » 
In 1902... "16.912.518 17,421,188 16,697.0°0 ......... 
In 1901 :. 17,094,000 17,538.000 17.464,000 ......... 





RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Wheat received at Minneapolis by week, 
ended Saturday, in carloads, graded as 
follows: Jan 30 








Jan28 Jan2l Jani4 1904 
No. 1 hard ........ 2 3 ARS es 
No. lnorthern.... 108 161 80 171 
No. 2northern.... 315 403 235 378 
SS ae 5O4 421 342 
pe ee 461 716 485 a ale 
Rejected 336 411 311 150 
No grade 24 22 24 61 
oT PRS ees 46 59 122 271 
Macaroni ......... 4 8 9 16 
Mixed wheat ..... 19 36 10 
Western wheat... 79 49 By 
DOCRI <5 6 5035985 1,769 2,462 1,732 1,389 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments at Minneapolis 
by weeks ended Saturday were: 








RECEIPTS Jan 30 
Jan28 Jan 21 
WEDORE, DUG 6 occ sice ses 1,594,950 2,406,840 
Flour, bbis........... 11,594 10,723 
Millstuff, tons ....... 680 688 
Tees 133,900 185.120 
CT MING 5 ce dbisvi es ne 290.540 403,76 
Barley. bus .......... 232.650 239,680 
SE Mie cchas «see 20,440 28,190 
PERE OURS 5 sieve n<'einee 70,520 = 107,520 
SHIPMENTS 
Wheat, bus .......... 548,050 9.7 
lo ea 302.090 le 
Millstuff, tons ....... ; 9,675 
erIOy.. DUB. 6. 6656500 3, 
SE I ys weds kv cekes 36 
pS SS ee eee 16380 18,020 41,710 


COARSE GRAINS 


Daily closing prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and bar- 
ley at Minneapolis during the week were, 


per bushel: Corn Oats Rye Barley 
Jan. 2 4 2854 T44{@7% 35@45 





Jan. 26 283%, T54@T74 35@44 
Jan. 2 28% TO4%@7T74 35@45 
Jan. : 283% T5%@Ti¥4 35@45 
Jan. ¢ 28% T5%@T7 386@45 
Jan. 31 2814. T5%4@76% 36@45 


Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 





at Minneapolis, in bushels, were: Jan 30 

Jan28 Jan 21 1904 
oo, | ee 96,304 129,228 175.194 
eee 5,258,443 5.328.271 1,895,628 
Barley, bus......... 1,183,957 1,146.915 1,627,138 
DOE Sasa vosves 92 74.296 46,164 
eer 1.655,254 1,655,684 1,728,746 





Freight Rates 


OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour, from Atlantic 
ports, as quoted in Minneapolis Tuesday, 
were as follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 


From 
Phil- New- 
New Bos- Balti- adel- Mon- port 











To— York ton more phia treal News 
Aberdeen ...... ee cl 8 eee 
Amsterdam..... 11.00 11.00 13.00 12.00 ..... 12.00 
Antwerp........ 8.44 10.00 11.00 9.44 ..... ..... 
PUR Ance catia ohn SIE CS ors 
Bremen 1B.00 0. LAS ae 
Bristol . 5, aoe om SEE cakes cash: 04 kan 
CUI ony vive cnee Ss BPRS Ree 
Christiania ..... 11.00 11.00 13.00 12.00 ..... 62... 
Copanhagen sees 28-00 31:00 IB.00 TEOO 22.55 200 
Ca ah ceca Sacer conte Cane assis Senee 
SOE vices esse en TEDO 14D os. ove ee 
pe. eee 14.06 ..... CS! Rae 
Glasgow ........ 7.88 6.75 10.00 9.00..... 10.00 
Gothenburg .... 12.00 12.00 15.81 12.00 ..... ..... 








Hamburg i 12.00 11.00 ..... 12.00 
"a or ee 
Helsingfors .... ne MAME ikaad <case 
| are 14. 00 14. Oe DD wekks Keeen cities 
2A 16.88 ..... 1: 500 eer 
Liverpool....... 8.44 6.50 11.25 8.44..... 9.44 
London ......... 8.44 8.44 9.44 8.44..... 9.44 
Londonderry... ..... ..-.. 17.5 
Manchester..... 7 5 

Newcastle ...... 14.00 .... 

Rotterdam...... 10.00 10.00 12.00 11. - seine 11.00 
eae hs pn seen, eek ds S00 BI acess scaee 
Somthampton... UWB 2.00. voces soses covce sevce 
MRIN oan ecnces 11.00 11.00 13.00 12.00 ..... ..... 
Seren a: OE: WP SO iecc anecs: Saeed dacte Faxes 


Owing to frequent changes, the above rates 
are subject to confirmation. 





MILWAUKEE 
The following are the all-rail domestic 
rates on flour, in cents per 100 lbs, from 
Milwaukee to eastern points: 


To— To— 
NN i aa soak BD Ns vane ccanss 11.00 
New York........ LS re 11.00 
Philadelphia and Rochester and 
| “eRe 5. Syracuse....... 12.50 
Baltimore........ eR ee 17.00 


Export rates on flour, in cents per 100 
lbs, from orm aukee to seaboard ports are 
as follows 

oston .. 15.50 New York........ 15.00 
Philadelphia. . .--- 18.00 Baltimore........ 12.00 
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MINNEAPOLIS AND DULUTH RATES 
All-rail freight rates from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota Transfer, St. Paul and Duluth 
on flour, millfeed, cereals, oil cake, etc., 
effective on and after Feb. 1, are as fol- 
lows, in cents per 100 Ibs: 














To— A B To— A B 
Albany ...... 24.5 16.2 Lansing ..... 18.0 8.0 
BOE 6.52.0 ABS, BS Eas sss 18.0 8&0 
Allegheney.. 18.5 9.2 Louisville... 19.0 9.0 
Ashtabula... 185 8&7 Lynchburg... 22.0 13.7 
Baltimore ... 22.0 13.7 Muncie...... 18.0 8.0 
Binghamton. 22.0 13.7 NewAlbany. 18.0 8.0 
Bluffton ..... 1.0 8.0 NewCastle.. 18.5 8&7 
Boston....... 27.0 187 NewYork... 25.0 16.7 
Buffalo ...... 18.5 992 Norfolk ..... 22.0 13.7 

Chie’go. local 10.0 .... Ogdensburg... 27.0 18.7 
Cc hillic othe .. 20.5 10.5 Oil City...... 18.5 92 
Cincinnati... 18.0 8.0 Parkersburg 20.5 10.5 
Cleveland ... 18.5 8.5 Philadelphia. 23. ie 
Corning ..... 22.0 13.7 Pittsburg.... 5 9.2 
Columbus... 18.5 8.5 Portland 18.7 
Dayton ...... 18.0 8.0 y 22.0 13.7 
GURU «4... -. 18.0 8.0 Rochester... 22.0 13.7 
Dunkirk..... 18.5 9.2 Sandusky.... 18.5 8&5 
El)mira...... 22.0 13.7 Schenectady. 24.5 16.2 
BE isves cies 18.5 9.2 Scranton . 23.0 14.7 
Ft. Wayne... 18.0 80 Springfie 1d.. 18.0 8&0 
Fostoria ..... 18.0 8.0 Syracuse .... 122.0 13.7 
GrandRapids 18.0 8.0 Toledo....... 18.0 8.0 
Hornellsville 22.0 13.7 Troy. .-.. 24.5 16.2 
Indianapolis. 18.0 8&0 Utiea........ 23.0 14.7 
Jamestown... 18.5 92 W ashington. 22.0 13.7 
Kokomo ..... 18.0 8.0 Wheeling.... 18.5 9.2 
Lafayette ... 18.0 8.0 Youngstown. 18.5 87 

EXPORT RATES EFFECTIVE FROM FEB. 1 

To— A B 
New York, Boston................. jg 15.00 
Philadelphia ....................... 13.00 
Newport News, Norfolk ...... ... 12.00 
Portland . ‘ rere 15.00 
Baltimore ............ cscs cscseeeeee 12.00 








Montreal, Quebec sess Bus 
St. John, Levis, Point Levi.. oC oe 

A—Through rates from Minneapolis. B—Pro- 
portion of same rates from Chicago. 





SEASON’S LAKE SHIPMENTS 

The attached table will interest all who 
are concerned in eastbound traffic on the 
Jakes. The figures show the quantity of 
package freight, chiefly consisting of flour, 
shipped eastward via the different lake 
ports from the opening of navigation to 
Dec. 10, 1904, in tons: 


Lake Lake 
Michigan Superior 
ports, ports —~--Tota]l——— 
Companies— . tons tons’ tons Per cent 
Western Transit. 119.211 172,907 292.118 29.1 
Union Steamboat 86.957  ...... 86 957 8.7 


Erie & Western.. 
Mutual Transit.. 
Lackawana..... 


174,616 51.499 
. 159,023 


226,115 
159,02: 





Lehigh Valley... 13.6 
Soo Steamship. 6.5 
L. & Green Bay.. 0.4 


Totals . 620, 281 383,429 1 003. 710 100.0 
LAKE SEASON OF 1903 
Lake Lake 
Michigan Superior Per 
Companies ports ports Both cent 


Western Transit. 208.437 244.066 
Union Steamb’at. 118.050 —...... 
Erie & Western. 350-605 121,514 


452.503 26.6 
118.050 6.9 
BS1,119 224 





Mutual Transit.. 180,059 180,059 10.6 
Lackawana...... 76.338 ...... 91h 388 4.5 
Lehigh Valley... ...2e. 258960 15.2 
Union Transit Co ...... 83,111 83.111 4.9 
Soo Steamship... 145.463) ...... 145.468 8.6 
L. & Green Bay.. Se: er 5,855 0.3 


Totals . 1,072, 2,708 6. 28,754 00 1. 701,458 100.0 


KANSAS CITY 

While little flour is moving to large east- 
ern markets or for export, there was in- 
creased interest in rates last week occa- 
sioned by the announcement of the reduc- 
tion in rates east of Chicago effective Feb. 
1. The reduction applying to both export 
and domestic flour, so far as this section 
is concerned, applies most directly to do- 
mestic, for lower foreign rates than those 
proposed by the reduction were already 
available. 

The new export rates figure 15¢ from Chi- 
cago and 17'.c from the Mississippi river 
eastward, as against 16)¢c and 19c, the for 
mer basis. On through rates, however, the 
inland haul figures on the basis of 22.60, 
Kansas City to New York. The rate of 
12!¢¢ Kast St. Louis to Virginia ports and 
Baltimore remains effective, however, 
making a basis of 17!sc¢ on flour for export 
via that route. 

Following are tariff domestic rates on 
flour in sacks cae City, to points 
named, effective Feb. 1: 





New York........ 29.50 Pia ; .. 26.50 
Boston ... 31. 50 Washington. . 26.50 
Philade sIphia . p Detroit........... 19.50 
Pittsburg . Newport Ne 2WS... 26.50 
Albany. Rochester........ ) 
Syracuse........ Cleveland ........ 2 ).50 
Virginia points.. Richmond........ 26.50 





Scranton......... 27.50 
Following are tariff rates on flour for 
export, Kansas City to the ports named, 
effective Feb. 1 
New York. ... 2.50 Baltimore... .. 23.50 
Philadelphia . SR eae 26.50 
Following are through rates on flour 
Kansas City tothe ports named, in cents 
per 100 Ibs, available for present booking, 
most of them being through Virginia 
ports, but a pars throuae North Atlantic: 
Aberdeen ........ 36. Dundee 





Amsterdam GIBRBOW oscccccce 27.50 
Antwerp. Hamburg ........ 29.55 
Belfast ..... Liverpool . 

Bristol ...... London .. 

Christiania Manchester . 
Copenhagen . ; ’ Malta. 

Cork .. ., 36.50 Rotterdam . 

Dublin . 30,00 Southampton ’ 
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INDIANAPOLIS 
The followipg are rates, effective Feb. 1, 
from Indianapolis, Ind., to the points 
named on flour and grain products, in 
cents per 100 Ibs: 





To— To— 
Now Yorr........ Baltimore........ *11.00 
New York........ oS ere 10.50 
| eee Pittsburg ........ 10,50 
ea ag Seer 18.50 
Philadelphia ....: Portiand ......... *14.00 
Philadelphia ..... po ae 16.00 
Newport News .. Cleveland ........ 8.50 
Newport News ..*11, Cincinnati ....... 6.00 
os || in oF . Sees 10.50 
\ eee Syrac sa G35 
Baltimore ¢....... | 8.50 





*For export shipment only. 





DETROIT 
Freight rates on flour in cents per 100 
Ibs from Detroit to the points named are 
as follows: 


New York........ 15.50 
Philadelphia..... 13.50 
so ee 10.00 
Portland ......... 17.50 





Week’s Flour Exports 


NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — (Special Tele- 
gram.)—Exports of flour, given in bar- 
rels, from all Atlantic and Gulf ports for 
the weeks ending on the following dates, 


were: Jan Jan - Jan 30 
Destination— 28 21 J Ft 

Le er 42,46 30,762 8 48% 

Liverpool ........ 2,255 7,965 

Glasgow.......... 30,829 = 12,0381 

MUAY 6.6 s.6x:os See's 66 40 85a 3,000 

ME aes enna sed-5% € 1,780 

BRIE enc ne «a's 2,135 3,756 

Southampton.... ...... 714 

Manchester ...... Ae 

co 5,072 714 

cts C5.2200050\ wevas 1,071 

Antwerp......... ee. de 

Hamburg ........ 5 9,869 

Bremen .......... Bo awemes 

Amsterdam ...... 

Rotterdam ....... 

Copenhagen..... 





Denmark......... 1,236 

Norway, Sweden. 673 4,042 

MORNE 5c a.a'c%wsns,otnens . Deeks 

2 ee "7.036 3,390 y ie 
. OD 1,185 358 1,949 5,181 
San Domingo.... 1,466 168 i eee 


Other W. Indies.. 15.392 17,881 8474 16,762 











Central America. .... ; _ 876 594 
Ly. 2 ee re é 6,436 4,495 
Other S. A....... 12.296 5 = «12,228 7,246 
B. N. America... 73 1,774 
South Africa..... ...... |) aor 
*Others........... 2,25 23,720 

Totals ..........127.380 134,965 122,353 318,906 





Closing Wheat Prices 


MAY WHEAT 
Wed Thur Fri Sat Mon Tues 





25 26 

Hieneey'l lis 1.143 4 1.16% t; ie 
Duluth.....1.13% 1.15 % 1, :: 

Cc hicago.. -1.15% 1.165 5 1. 2. 

St. Louis. ..1. 13% 1.15 1.14% 1. % 1.165 
New York. .1.15% 1.1634 1.15% 1. 4 1.16% 
Kansas C ity 1.05% 1.06%, 1.05% 1. 1.06% 
Milwaukee. eeeee 1.16% 1.15% 1.15% 1.18% 
Winnipeg.. 1.0434 1.05% 1.04% 1.0534 1.05% 1.055¢ 

CASH WHEAT 

Minneap’'lis1.12% 1.1444 1. 13% 1.14% 1.1534 1.15% 
Duluth.....1.11% 1.13 1.13% 1.125 1.13% 1.13% 
Chic agot. 11.18% 1.19% 1. 10s 1.19% 1.19% 1.21 
St. Louis...110% 1.11 1.10% 1.10% 1.12% 1.14 


New York— 
1 north’n#1.26%4 
2 cedt .... 1.2053 
Kansas City— 





2hard....1.06 1.06% 1.08 1.08 1.09 1.09% 
2 red . .1.12% et 113° 1.18 113 1.14% 
Milwaukee. ..... 1.15% 1.15 1.14% 1.15% 1.15% 
Toledo..... 1.17% 1.18% 1.17% 1.17% 1.183 ...... 
Winnipeg..1.01%4 1.01 1.01 -".--- 101% 101% 


+Fresh arrivals. +Afioat. 

In the above table the price of cash wheat at 
Minneapolis, Duluth (to arrive), Chicago. Mil- 
waukee and Winnipeg is for No. 1 northern, at 
porate tor No. 2 red, and at St. Louis for No. 2 
arc 





Visible Supply 
The statement of the visible supply of 
grain in the United States is given below 
in bushels (hundreds omitted) : 























- Jan 28 

At Ww heat Corn Oats Rye Br r’y 
Baltimore ........ 798 1,030 140 268 ..... 
ere 275 ~— G68 Oe .cades 
Buffalo ..........+ 3,470 3 1,645 733 3, 600 

pC ee: | eee 247 45 485 
Chicago ......... 1,511 2,995 2,076 361 12 
ee ere 586 86 68 13 17 
See 4,602 383,971 175 392 
eile. ROE Oe eke | Soe 
Galveston ........ 2 Ree ee ne 
Indianapolis...... 24 | - 
Kansas City ...... 1,473 CC | ee 
Milwaukee ...... 929 309 26 
Minneapolis ......14,004 96 90 
Montreal ......... 56 oe * a. dade 
New Orleans..... ..... Ses re eS 2 
New York... . 1509 896 148 423 

BES vcidcue asda. iekex. ae. <oaan sae 
pa 177 23 3 
Philadelphia ..... 27 733 Be esics 
a, ene, C98: UMNO accac: acne ciceds vaates 
St. Louis ......... 3,038 148 = MH 7 21 
Is sins cs ckees 179 713 364 12 8 

END Giaabdc dave OGRE” AREER GERAD A betaT Kare 
Toronto ..... ee Bes ; rere 

TOE cccsniae 39,387 11,682 18,888 1,902 5,900 
Last week f 11,514 19,351 1,986 5,911 
Last year.........4 39, 760 7,190 8,446 1,190 4,886 


Changes for the sien Increase— W heat, 
4,000 bus; corn. 168,000. Decrease—Oats, 463,- 
000 bus; rye, $4,000; barley, 11,000. 








Foreign - 


Glasgow 
GLASGOW, Feb. 1.—(Special Cable.)— 
A quieter feeling again prevails and de- 
mand is slow at late rates. Prices are as 
follows, net c.i.f., per sack of 280 ee 











Spring—First patent...... ........ 30s 
SEE oo ial CW emsby'ow ad ovat 6c tite 238 ee 6d. 
Prime — SE ERS SAS TT NaN SateR 2s D238 
ee rere 28s 64@29s 3d 
Winter—First patent ............. 31s 64@32s 6d 
PREMIO 53 in oO sce cia swerts cies 28s 6d@29s 
kt: A EEE ee EE 26s 6dG@27s 
No. OHungarian 0000000000000 § D328 
-dog beldegatas : 15s 
Bran, wor OM 5. doce Meee ee £4 12s 6d 


Sales ex-store, not including commission, 


would represent an additional cost of 9d@Is. 


per sack. 





Liverpool 

LIVERPOOL, Feb. 1.— (Special Cable. )— 
This market is quiet but steady, with lit- 
tle or no variation in prices. There is a 
quiet consumptive demand for good strong 
American flour, but there is practically no 
c.i.f. business passing. The following quo- 
tations show the range of prices, net c.i.f., 
per sack of 280 lbs, at which flour is sale- 
able here: 








Minnesota first patent ............ 29s 6d ai 308 3d 
Minnesota second patent. . se. 278 6d@2s 3d 
Minnesota first clear.............. 23s 6d 024s 3d 
Minnesota second clear........... 16s 6d@I17s 3d 
Winter extra fancy............... 26s n26s 9d 
Winter first patent................ 29s 1298 9d 
aR Re ere 27s ~@27s 9d 
Hungarian first grade............. 32s 64 733s > 
De IE TN os ane Sone oS cibiave cerns vapeteun <s 


Sales ex-store, not including pace y 
would represent an additional cost of 94@1s per 
sack. ; 





rane 


LONDON, Feb. — (Special Cable.) — 
This market is juiet and sales are confined 
to small lots for immediate wants. Clear 
is in good request on account of being 
cheaper than fancy or patent grades. The 
following quotations are per sack of 280 
Ibs, net c.i.f: 

Minnesota first patent ........... 28s 3d@30s 
Minnesota second patent...... . 263 6d@28s 6d 
Minnesota first clear 31s @23s 6d 
Minnesota low grade 15s 3d@16s 










Kansas patent.......... 27s @2ks 

REO a ioe's's a o:as omens eos 33 @33s 6d 
Town household, ex-mill........ 
PE ih cn aa ds keeescseavsnssenecers £4 7s 6d 


Sales ex-store, not including commission, 
would represent an additional cost of 9d@1s per 
sack. 





Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, Feb. 1.—(Special Cable,) 
—A quieter feeling again prevails and de- 
mand is slow at late rates. Good clear can 
be bought at 10.37fl from exporters. Quo- 
tations in this market are as follows, de- 
livered terms per 100 kilos (2204 Ibs) : 





Minnesota first patent........ 14.75@ florins 
Minnesota second patent.... 14.25@ florins 
tah at. . Sea 10. a8 10.50 florins 





Choice low grade............. 7.75@..... florins 





Weekly Flour Output 


The attached table gives the flour out- 
put at milling centers for two weeks, with 
comparisons, in barrels: Jan 20 Jan 3! 

Jan28 Jan21l 1904 1903 




















Minneapolis. . 285,060 278,640 319,295 319,580 

Duluth- Superior 12,110 20,630 18,280 = 15,000 

Milwaukee . 32,400 34,590 33,750 34,200 
WO. i cssceess 329,570 333,860 371,325 368,780 

40 outside mills* 123,478 ....... 143,386 ....... 
Agegr’'te apeing 453.018 ....... 514.711 

St. Louis . 21,800 22,200 29.700 

St. Louist....... 16,600 19,600 56,000 

Indianapolis .... 50,090 8,440 8,360 

jo RES 10,300 12,000 11,400 

re OS eee 7,000 9,000 = 11,350 

Kansas City..... 31,000 34,300 =. 28,300 


IR, wa once wens 6,500 9,500 8.000 
*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth. 
+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis, but 
controlled in that city. 





World's Grain Shipments 


World’s grain shipments for the week are 
shown below in bushels: 





WHEAT Jan 30 
Jan 28 Jan 21 1904 
AMGOPIOR . 2.26. 00200 1,152,000 1,812,000 2,448,000 
BE cca veovanseowe 1,192,000 1,552000 1,928,000 
pS Ghee 1.200.000 368,000 1,360,000 
) iy 1,752,060 1,360,000 480,000 
Argentina .......... 2,000,000 1,176,000 2,056,000 
RUAAPRER 6 00 cccses 1.480.000 1,032,000 1.432.000 
Austro- SERGAET « segiadains - Sskbnawae 160,000 
Various. .... 248,000 256,000 152,000 
Totals. .... . 9.024,000 7,056,000 11,016,000 
CORN 
America ..... . +++ 8,688,000 3,568,000 1,256,000 
I aa ican incace 16,000 60,000 = 266,000 
Danube...........-. 197,000 ........ 626,000 
Argentina 560,000 440,000 





4,578 578,00) 2,588,000 





Jy. Re 





Bradstreet’s reports the week’s exports 
of corn from the Atlantic and Gulf ports 
at 3,585,000 bus, against 1,468,000 last year. 
Exports since July 1 have been 28 328,000 
bus against 32,756,000 in 1903-4. 


February 1, 1905 





CURRENT MAILS 
Charles E. French of L. Christian & Co. , 


Minneapolis: The bullish forecast of the 
market made in our last letter material- 
ized during the course of the last week aid 
we sold more flour than we could make. 
Many of our patrons accepted the situa- 
tion as having more promise of an ail- 
vance than of any further break. Loc: 
wheat receipts are much less, following 
the lighter country receipts which we re- 
ferred to in our last letter. Chicago May 
wheat was sustained at $1.13!¢, that prov- 
ing to be the actual low point. At this 
writing, the chances seem to be good for 
its reaching what has been the selliny 
point of Jate— anything over $1.17. it 
looks to us as if the longs were quietly 
feeding the market around this price. 

A. S. Campbell, Austin, Minn: The 
domestic business fair; in fact, sold mo 
than output. Foreign trade is entirely out 
of reach, and has been since last July. 
Demand for feed seems to be picking u)), 
though prices are on the decline. Farn, 
ers are now being compelled to buy som: 
millstuffs. Wheat receipts during the las: 
two weeks have been good and the farmers 
seem to be less ‘‘bullish’’ in their ideas. 

D. F. Chandler Milling Co., St. Charle-. 
Minn: There has been a little better in 
quiry from domestic buyers in the las: 
week and shipping directions are a littl: 
more plentiful. No foreign demand. Ix 
eal demand for feed is good. Not ‘muc! 
wheat is moving from farmers; bulk of i 
has been marketed. Are looking for muc 
higher prices for wheat. 

L. A. King, manager Lanesboro (Minn. 
Milling Co: Domestic trade in flour i 
confined to our regular customers who ar 
taking limited amounts. Have manage: 
to keep busy this week on such trade, ful 
time. Wealso made a foreign shipment 
Feed trade is good. Farmers’ deliverie 
of wheat are not heavy. 


FLAX AND ITS PRODUCTS 


The amount of business done last wee} 
in oil cake and meal, while not large, wa 
satisfactory and as good as could be ex 
pected at this time of year. There is noth 
ing doing at all in crude oil. Following 
are quotations f.o.b. Minneapolis: oil cake 
$22.25, per 2,000 Ibs; oil meal, $238@23.50 
raw oil 39c per gallon. 

Daily closing prices per bushel of flax 
seed in Minneapolis, Chicago and Duluth 





——Mpls— —Duluth-—— Chgo 

Spot May Spot May Spot 
Jan. 202. o<<; 1.21% 1.21% .1.23 1.2356 ..... 
co eer 1.22% 1. 324 1.23% 1.2444 1.22 
a eee 1.23% 1.2% p 1.245g 1.23 
Lee. eee 1 22% 1.24 1.23 
Jan. 3....... LB . 2414 1.23 
pe. (ae 1.2314 134% 1.33 





Receipts of Senserd for week ended Sat 
urday and stock in store, at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, are shown below in uakais, 
(hundreds omitted) : 








-Receipts— -—Instore- 
1905 1904 1905 1904 

Minneapolis.......... 71 i | i.e. Le 
I eae iecne bestow % 101) «7,666 5876 
|| ee ae 166 222 9,321 7,605 





Calendars Received 

The Northwestern Miller acknowledges 
the receipt of calendars, or other New Yeai 
souvenirs, from the following: John H. 
Ebeling, Green Bay, Wis; Hy. Simon, Ltd., 
Manchester, England; St. James Flour 
Mill Co., St. James, Minn; Tindle & .Tack- 
son, Buffalo, N: Y; Pope Mfg. Co., New 
York C ity; 6.8. C hristensen Co., Madelia, 
Minn; Tennant & Hoyt, Lake C ity. Minn: 
Eastern Flour & Mere handise Co., Phila- 
delphia, Pa; Ohio Millers’ Mutual Fire In 
surance Co., Canton, Ohio; Hubbard Mill 
ing Co., Mankato, Minn: Mill Owners’ 
Mutual Fire Insurance Co., Des Moines, 
Ia; Aexander 8. Campbell, Austin, Minn: 
North Branch Milling Co., North Branch, 
Minn; Young America Roller Mills, 
Young America, Minn; Madison Milling 
Co., Madison, Minn; Krueger & Lachmann 
Milling Co., Neenah, Wis; Bemis Bro. Bag 
Co., St. Louis, Mo: George P. Sexauer, 
Brookings, 8S. D; New England Mutual 
Life Insurance Co., Boston, Mass; Fraser- 
Mather Co., Milwaukee, Wis: Millers’ Na- 
tional Federation, Chicago, Il; D. W. Me- 
Donald (Henderson Bros.) Chicago Ill; W 
H. Stokes Milling Co., Watertown, S. D: 
Koenigsmark Mill Co., Waterloo, Ill: 
Jacob Michel’s Sons, Philadelphia, Pa; 
Degner Stave & Heading Co., Athens, 
Wis; Joseph F. Wangler Boiler & Sheet 
Iron Works Co., St. Louis, Mo; New Lon- 
don Milling Co., Willmar, Minn; Echo 
Milling Co., Echo, Minn; Minnesota Lin- 
seed Oil Paint Co., Minneapolis; National 
Bank of Commerce, Minneapolis; Pills- 
bury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., 
Minneapolis; Gustav Kruger, Hamburg, 
Germany: Miner-Hillard Milling Co., 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa; Frank K. Miller, Phila- 
delphia, Pa; George G. Fox Co., Charles- 
town, Mass; Marshfield Stave Co., Marsh- 
field, Wis; Fred L. Gray Co., Minneapolis; 
Hicks Brown Milling Co. , Mansfield, Ohio; 
John F. White, Dundee, Scotland; W hite 
Star Line, New York Cit Corlies, Macy 
& Co., New York City; David Stott, De- 
troit, Mich: Detroit Milling Co., Detroit, 
Mich; E. E. Winch & Co., Park Falls, Wis. 
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THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 


Importance of Increasing Its Power by Legislation—C. J. De Roo Expresses 
His Views on the Subject at Michigan Millers’ Meeting 


At the recent meeting of the Michigan 
State Millers’ Association at Lansing, 
Mich., C. J. De Roo of Holland, Mich., 
read the following paper, entitled, ‘‘The 
Importance of Increasing the Power of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission.”’ 

‘he framers of the act to regulate com- 
merce sought to compel common carriers 
to transport aageons and property at 
rei:sonable rates, and apply the rates and 
use their facilities in such a manner as to 
do justice between places, persons and 
commodities. The law enacted for that 
purpose was to some extent an experi- 
ment, and that, when applied, it should 
prove to be defective is not surprising; but 
that the 97 aged representatives in con- 
gress should, year after year, turn a deaf 
ear toall appeals for legislation looking to 
a cure of such defects is a matter of grave 
coneern. And this appears especially true 
when we consider the changes that have 
tuken place during recent years in the con- 
trol and management of railroads. At the 
time the act became operative there was 
some competition between carriers, and 
this could be relied upon to prevent, some- 
w hat, unreasonable exactions; but changes 
have been made since through consolida- 
tions, community-of-interest plans, gentle- 
men’s agreements, etc., until the only 
choice now left to the people is between 
extortions prompted by selfish interests on 
the one hand and effective governmental 
regulation on the other. 

For more than ten years after the inter- 
state commerce law became effective the 
commission created to enforce its provi- 
sions exercised the power of naming rea- 
sonable rates to dee the place of those 
found, upon investigation, to be unreason- 
able; but on May 24, 1897, the supreme 
court of the United States decided that con- 
gress has not clothed the interstate com- 
merce commission with power to prescribe 
rates to be charged in the future. (See 
Interstate Commerce Commission vs. Cin- 
cinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific Rail- 
way Company et al, 167 U. S., 479) The 
decision in this case was soon followed by 
a similar decision of the same court in an- 
other case, Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion vs. Alabama Midland Railway Com- 
pany et al., 168 U.S. 144, whereupon one 
member of that court, observing, appar- 
ently, the unprotected condition in which 
the general public had been placed, ex- 
pressed himself in forcible language as 
follows: 

‘‘I dissent from the opinion and judg- 
ment in this case. Taken in connection 
with other decisions defining the powers 
of the interstate commerce commission, 
the present decision, it seems to me, goes 
far to make the commission a useless body 
for all practical purposes, and to defeat 
many of the important objects designed to 
be accomplished by the various enact- 
ments of congress relating to interstate 
commerce. The commission was estab- 
lished to protect the public against the im- 
proper practices of transportation com- 
panies engaged in commerce among the 
several states. It has been left, it is true, 
with power to make reports, and to issue 
protests. But it has been shorn, by judi- 
cial interpretation, of authority to doany- 
thing of an effective character.”’ 

The defect pointed out in the decisions 
referred to was promet7 called to the at- 
tention of congress, but upon one pretext 
and another the members of that honor- 
able body have ever refused to grant the 
necessary relief. Meanwhile rates of trans- 
portation have been increasing to an 
alarming extent, notwithstanding the fact 
that the average tonnage of freight ar- 
ticles carried by transportation companies 
has been greater than during any previous 
period. On Jan. 1, 1900, carriers operating 
in what is known as official classification 
territory, advanced the rates on over 800 
freight articles, while at the same period 
they reduced the rates on only 6 or 8. 
Numerous and important increases have 
since been made, and the end is not yet. 

In the milling and grain business this 
threatening danger has been forcibly 
brought home to us by the attempt of the 
railroads to force upon us the new so- 
called uniform bill of lading which, 
among other onerous conditions attempts 
to force upon us practically a 20 per cent 
increase in rates. Our vigorous protests 
have as yet not availed to secure a with- 
drawal on the part of the railroads of 
these new and unjust demands, but only 
a temporary shelving or postponement of 
the matter. 

What will happen hereafter it is impos- 
sible to say, but if the future is to be a 
repetition of the past the prospect ahead 
is not encouraging. If the only protection 
afforded the general public is to be such 
mercy as may be extended by soulless cor- 
porations whose only fear of charging ex- 
cessive rates is that by so doing the 
amount of traffic will be decreased and 

their net revenues thereby reduced, who 


. 





among us is hopeful enough to predict 
that only reasonable and just transporta- 
tion charges will be exacted? 

One evil sought to be remedied was the 
granting of rebates. The practice was de- 
clared unlawful and heavy penalties pro- 
vided for a violation of the law in this re- 
gard. For a time this had a wholesome 
effect, but ingenious minds soon discov- 
ered methods of evasion. The law as 
framed permits common carriers to make 
joint rates, but does not compel them to 
do so; nor does it require them to file with 
the interstate commerce commission the 
different divisions of the joint rates made. 
Also, it is claimed that the commission 
has no authority in the premises. 

If the latter assertion is well founded, 
that arrangements may easily be made for 
the payment of rebates is —— It is 
only necessary for large shippers to be- 
come common carriers, and they can then 
arrange with other common carriers for 
divisions of joint rates which will, in 
effect, give them rebates, not only on their 
own traffic, but also on the traffic of their 
competitors. That this method of prece- 
dure has been adopted in some instances 
was shown by investigations made recent- 
ly by the commission referred to, the re- 
sults of which were reported to the con- 
gress now in session. . 

The International Harvester Co., located 
at Chicago and engaged in the manufac- 
ture and sale of farm machinery, secu 
control of a few miles of railroad connect- 
ing its plant and the plants of other manu- 
facturers with nearly all railroads enter- 
ing that city. The stock was paid for by 
money furnished by the McCormick com- 
pany which the Harvester company ab- 
sorbed, but the road is operated under an- 
other name. Joint rates were made with 
other carriers, which were very large in 
comparison with the transportation serv- 
ices performed and inured entirely to the 
benefit of the Harvester company. In one 
instance the allowance was $12 for a serv- 
ice formerly performed for $3.50. 

In like’manner the United States Steel 
Corporation, ever since 1897, has been ob- 
taining immense advantages over its com- 
petitors, and many other instances of a 
similar nature might be cited. The 
amount paid in rebates will never be defin- 
itely known, but circumstances brought 
to light from time to time through the in- 
strumentality of the interstate commerce 
commission prove that, in the aggregate, 
it is enormous. 

Another source of evil is the practice of 
carriers whereby private companies, not 
subject to the provisions of the act to reg- 
ulate commerce, are permitted to furnish 
cars and other facilities pertaining to the 
transportation of freight articles and 
make excessive and unreasonable charges 
therefor. It will be seen that where such 
companies are also dealers in the traffic 
transported the advantages they possess 
are practically sufficient to shut out all 
competitors. For want of time I will not 
now attempt to show the extent of this 
evil, but concerning it, and other evils I 
have touched upon, I refer to the eigh- 
teenth annual report of the interstate com- 
merce commission, where the facts, fully 
and clearly stated, may be found. 

In conclusion I will say, I have not at- 
tempted to point out all defects in the law 
under consideration. Lhave purposely con- 
fined myself to those I consider the most 
important. 

President RooseveJt, who has often 
shown himself a true guardian of the peo- 
ple’s rights and desirous of securing to 
each and all a square deal, has lately fur- 
nished additional proot that his heart is 
located in the right spot. In his recent 
message to congress, after calling atten- 
tion to the evils I have just described, he 
ne edaatemacaa expressed himself as fol- 

OWS: 

The government must in increasing de- 
gree supervise and regulate the workings 
of the railways engaged in the interstate 
commerce: and such increased supervision 
is the only alternative to an increase of 
the present evils on the one hand or a still 
more radical policy on the other. 

The most important legislative act now 
needed as regards the regulation of corpo- 
rations is the act to confer on the inter- 
state commerce commission the power to 
revise rates and regulations, the revised 
rate to go at once into effect, and stay in 
effect unless and until the court of review 
reverses it. 

The subject of the proper regulation of 
railways has been geen igen 4 before the 
penne many years and much discussed; 

ut ostensibly because of reasons which 
appear to be unimportant, although really, 

probably, on account of matters the oppo- 
sition do not think best to make public, 
nothing of importance has been accom- 
plished. Great attention has been given 
to other combinations of capital, but the 
great monopoly of all, and without whose 






assistance no other monopoly would be, in 
my _— very dangerous, has been al- 
lowed to operate, practically unrestrained. 

Before President Roosevelt came to the 
rescue the advocates of effective legisla- 
tion pertaining to the transportation of 
interstate commerce were very much dis- 
couraged; but his strong arm has raised 
the sinking ship, and his powerful voice 
will enable it to sail smoothly over the 
troubled waters, regardless of all obstacles 
which may lie in its path, and reach a har- 
bor of security in sound condition. For 
the assistance he has rendered a suffering 
public, we thank him; and we earnestly 
entreat him to make still more strenuous 
efforts in the same connection. 

And we have a duty to perform in this 
matter. Powerful as is the voice and in- 
fluence of the president, there is one yet 
greater: viz., the voice and influence of 
general and widespread public opinion and 
overwhelming public demand upon those 
who represent us in congress. I trust that 
our association will pass suitable resolu- 
tions embodying our sentiment on this 
subject but an even more important duty 
devolves upon us when we return to our 
respective homes. Each and every one 
should, in his own community, by every 
fair means at his command, arouse public 
appreciation to the vital interest it has in 
this matter. 

As President Roosevelt has recently 
said, the tariff question may be allowed 
to wait, for, twenty years from now, it will 
be of little moment what the tariff was 
upon this or that particular article at the 
present time, but this question of railroad 
rate regulation will have as vital interest 
fifty or an hundred years from now as it 
has today. 

Let this aroused public interest, as fast 
as it is secured, manifest itself by strong, 
persistent, continuous demands upon the 
members of congress until suitable legis- 
lation has been enacted. You must choose 
between the exactions of railroad mag- 
nates trained to secure from the public all 
that the traffic will bear, or, on the other 
hand, the determinations of a commission 
of judicially minded men, trained to the 
subject and pledged to treat equitably and 
without fear or favor, both the railroads 
and the public. Which do you want? Which 
will you have? What will you do? 





Scottish Bakers’ Year Book 1905 


This annual publication always furnish- 
es much of interest and the current issue 
is no exception. For the small sum of 7s 
6d a master baker liquidates his annual 
dues to the Scottish Association of Master 
Bakers. The wonder is that any baker in 
Scotland should hesitate about joining 
this association, especially when it is re- 
membered that members receive a copy of 
the British Baker weekly and of the Year 
Book without further charge. 

The 13 heads under which the activities 
of the association are grouped in the year 
book include some matters of great im- 
portance such as legislation vitally affect- 
ing the bakers’ trade. But it is note- 
worthy that at the very head of the list is 
this: 

PROMOTES CORDIALITY AMONG MEMBERS 


The chief means to this end is doubtless 
the annual reunion, which is entertain- 
ingly sketched by the remembrancer. It 
almost gives one a shiver to read of the 
excursion on the rain-beaten and wind- 
tossed boat, and makes one feel that a lib- 
eral potation of ‘‘fairntosh’’ or mountain 
dew would be acceptable, even though it 
were as fiery as that described by the old 
French traveller thus quoted by the re- 
membrancer. 

SCOTCH WHISKEY 

‘“*T commenced to rub my feet witha 
spirituous liquor which they gave me, and 
which they called ‘fairntosh.’ I took it. 
for a mixture in which there was some 
gunpowder, sulphur and other ingredi- 
ents of that nature. The old mountaineer 
could not see this spectacle in silence. 
‘Fie!’ he cried, ‘put the liquor in your 
mouth, it will go down quick enough to 

our feet without wasting it in that fash- 
ion.’ I tried to follow his advice; I took 
a mouthful, but I was obliged to spit it 
out; it appeared to me that I hada mouth 
full of liquid fire. The old man laughed 
very heartily in seeing the grimace that I 
could not help making. He then tooka 
large glass to encourage me and to show 
me that it was not poison. 

‘*‘He emptied it without turning a hair, 
and then striking me gently upon the 
shoulder, with an affectionate air he told 
me it was like mother’s milk to him; he 
drank a full glass of it every morning and 
that a bottle reg day did not frighten him. 
I then asked his age—about 80, and he had 
always lived in the same way. I then 
learned that he was the grandfather of the 
family, and when night came on he al- 
ways took his place in the dancing on the 
family hearthside along with twelve of 
his children and grandchildren.”’ 


A GLASGOW BARGAIN 


In connection with the steamer excur- 
sion, the remembrancer hits off Glasgow 
shrewdness after this fashion: ‘‘Every 
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thing promised well for the following 
morning, but, alas! when the late sleepers 
who are usually first up came down they 
discovered that it was a morning suffi- 
cient to make them weep in sympathy. 
Some of my Glasgow friends, who had been 
looking forward to the sail, very wisely 
tossed up to see whether they would drive 
or go with the excursion. It was heads they 
went a drive and tails they did not go 
with the boat. That, you will observe, 
is the usual side of a Glaszow bargain.” 


FARTHEST NORTH 


The last annual gathering is described 
as the association’s ‘‘farthest north,’ be- 
cause it was held at Inverness, than which 
there is no city of importance farther 
north in Scotland. As Inverness is nearly 
as far north as the center of Hudson’s bay, 
it will be seen that this is not a bad record 
for a ‘‘farthest north.”’ 


OLD TIME ENTERPRISE 


Concerning the baking trade as c-rried 
on at Inverness at an early date, and the 
encouragement to technical education giv- 
en by town councils of old, a quotation 
from the records of the Inverness town 
council is given. It appears that 20 years 
after the rebellion, the town treasurer of 
Inverness paid £60 (Scots) to Simon Fraser, 
a baker ‘‘for going to Edinburg to im- 
prove.”’ It would be interesting to know 

ust what new tricks of the trade Mr. 
raser acquired on this trip. It is to be 
hoped that the good people of Inverness 
were duly repaid for their enterprise. 
VISITS TO AMERICA 


It is always interesting to ‘‘see ourselves 
as others see us,’’ though we do not al- 
ways re-echo the poet’s ‘‘Oh, wad some 
power the giftie gie us,” ‘todo so. In the 
current issue of the year book are two let- 
ters from Scotsmen who visited the United 
States in 1904. 

One, who attended the convention of the 
American National Association of bakers, 
was much impressed by the fact that some 
of the American members had travelled 
about 3,000 miles by rail to attend. 

One of the entertainments was an ex- 
cursion on the Mississippi, of which the 
writer says: 

The river is very wide and was then 
mighty muddy. On my remarking this to 
an American friend on board, he drawled, 
‘““Yes, I guess if the sun had been stronger 
the river would have been quite dusty.” 
All first-time visitors are termed green- 
horns here—verb sap. 


BAKERIES THROUGH SCOTCH EYES 


_He was pleased with the St. Louis expo- 
sition, but found time to visit two St. 
Louis bakeries, concerning which he says: 
Before leaving St. Louis I visited the 
M’Kinney Bread Co.’s large bakery and 
also that of the Welle-Boettler Co. Both of 
these bakeries are thoroughly up to date 
with drawplate ovens, moulding machines, 
dividers, and kneaders. ; 

I was also pleased to note that both bak- 
eries had adopted the flour blending, sift- 
ing, storing and automatic weighing on 
the same lines as introduced by my father 
to the baking trade of Britain some twen- 
ty years ago, and now so well known in 
Scotland. 

They work all ‘‘straight doughs’’ in 
America, and the bread is much ‘“‘lighter”’ 
than our Scottish or English bread. It is 
also dearer, costing five cents or 2!4d for 
a loaf varying from fourteen to sixteen 
ounces according to price of flour and other 
considerations. 

A CHIEL AMANG US TAKIN’ NOTES 


_Under the head of Facts and Impres- 
sions in the Land of the West, William 
Kerr, a member of the Glasgow flour 
trade, records his somewhat extensive trip 
to the United States and Canada. 

It is curious what minor inaccuracies 
will creep into a record of this kind. As 
where Mr. Kerr refers to the Queen’s park - 
New York, doubtless meaning Central 
Park, or to his trip up the Fall river to 
Boston, from New York. The latter is 
not an unnatural error from the name 
Fall River line. 

Boston, Albany, Philadelphia, Washing- 
ton, Chicago and other places were visited 
and everywhere the writer found ‘‘kind- 
ness beyond expression.” 

_ At Minneapolis he ‘‘saw over Messrs. 
Washburn’s mill’? and was impressed as 
well he might be, by the sight of an eleva- 
tor ‘‘to hold four million bushels, that is 
more than double what ali Scotland is 
growing.”’ 

Going north to Winnipeg he had pleas- 
ant views of the wheat fields of the Red 
River valley, and interesting visits in 
Winnipeg, Toronto and other places in 
Canada. Of one of these he says: 

I must not omit to chronicle a pleasant 
hour with the great Scotch baker of To- 
ronto, Mr. Naismith, whose grandfather 
built the beautiful church of St. Andrews, 
Glasgow, with its famous flat arch, which 
gave him so much anxiety. 

A LOYAL SCOTCHMAN 

I had a kind old friend and his family 
to visit at Galt, a beautiful town two or 
three hours from Toronto. The Saturday 
here was a delightful day. Norman Mac- 
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leod was here in 1845—seeing a man like a | 
shepherd at his hotel door he said— 
**You’ve a fine country here.’”’ *‘Aye,a 
fine country.’’ ‘‘And you’ve big lakes and 
mountains and rivers and woods.’”’ ‘‘Oh, 
aye,’’ said the Scotchman, for he was one, 
with a memory of the old homeland in his 
heart, ‘‘but man, we’ve nae linties in the 
wuds, and nae braes like Yarrow.”’ 


RUSSIA AS A WHEAT GROWER 


Among the other articles in this number 
are one on Bread, its Cost and Distribu- 
tion, and one on Russia as a Wheat Ex- 
porter. The last is by Mr. Broomhall the 
editor of the Corn Trade News, who thus 
sums up present conditions in Russia: 

Assuming that this year’s crop is in the 
neighborhood of 64,000,000 qrs with fair 
reserves carried forward from last season, 
we do not think there will be much risk 
in depending upon Russia contributing 
20,000,000 qrs during the season upon 
which we have entered, granting that 
present prices continue to rule. 

The year book also contains other arti- 
cles of interest, to which further reference 
may be made later on. 


MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








MELLS, ELEVATORS, MILL SITES, WA- 
+\_ter power, second-hand machinery, interest 
in mills or other property find ready buyers, 
sellers, or investors through an advertisement in 
these columns, Readers of the Northwestern 
Miller are men with purchasing power. 


FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE—FOR CLEAR 

_ farm within 300 miles of Des Moines, new 
brick mill. Capacity, 125 bbls flour, and 75 bdls 
feed per day. ocated in Iowa town of 15,000. 
Four railroads direct to wheat country. Ma- 
chinery newest improved. Mill doing good 
business. Best reasons for selling. Rare chance 
for mill man to secure a new desirable prop- 
ar — 103 West Eighth St.} Kansas 
sity, Mo. 


GPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT —AN OLD 
and widely-known milling concern offers 
for sale its entire property; including milling 
=. elevator, water power, etc. This mill 

as a capacity of 300 bbls, and now in success- 
ful operation. Elevator has a capacity of 75,000 
bus. Property has side track to mill and ele- 
vator. Mill has a well established local and 
other domestic trade. This proposition will 
permit the fullest and most exhaustive investi- 
gation. Address ‘‘Excelsior’’ 243, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 














| Special Notices 


The rate for Want advertisements in this 
department is 20c a line of seven words 
minimum charge $1. For the benefit of 
those out of a position, advertisements of 
Situations Wanted will be accepted at one- 
half the above figures, both as to price and 
minimum charge. ‘ 

Cash must accompany the order to avoid 
the opening of transient accounts. 











HELP WANTED 








VW ANTED-AN EXPERIENCED WINTER 
wheat flour salesman. Territory north- 
western and northern Iowa, and Illinois and 
southern Wisconsin. Address Flour 240, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





EAD MILLERS, OPERATIVE MILLERS, 
millwrights, engineers and other mill em- 
ployees in seeking new and better positions 
will derive good results from advertising in the 
Northwestern Miller. This paper is read close- 
ly by the larger millers who require men of 
high ability and who pay salaries in propor- 
tion. Many have secured lucrative positions 
in this way. To millers and others seeking em- 
ployment the charge is 50c per time for not 
over 35 words. Address Noithwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 








SITUATIONS WANTED 





QITUATI IN WANTED—BY A_ GOOD, 
+) steady cooper in position as foreman. Ref- 
erences. William E Blanchard, 1024 Fourth 
ave. S., St. Cloud, Minn. 








YOSITION WANTED-—BY A FIRST-CLASS 

engineer. Haveindicator. Am employed 

but have good reasons for changing. Address 

D. C. 238, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 


\VANTED POSITION AS FLOUR SALES- 

man. Understand flour. Am active, have 
good address and am confident of proving suc- | 
cessful. Reliable. Best references. Address 
Reliable 241, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 








\V ANTED AT ONCE A POSITION AS 

head miller in mill from 100 bbls - Over 
20) years’ experience in large and small mills 
Milled hard and soft wheat. Guarantee best 
results on either, but prefer hard wheat mill. 
Middle-aged and hustler. Can come at once. 
Address Box 155, Blandinsville, M1. 





( ‘OMPETENT HELP — MILLOWNERS IN 
need of experienced managers, flour sales- 
men, bookkeepers head millers, operative mill- 
ers, engineers. millwrights, packers. etc., can 
write to the Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 
Minn. They can be placed in communication 
with the best of help. In asking for men, state 
wages, length of employment, etc. 
\WANTED POSITION IN MILL OF 500 
bbls as head miller or would rent a mill 
of small capacity or would take some stock i 
good firm. Am a miller of experience. Ad- 
dress J. H. 237. care Northwestern Miller. Min- 
neapolis. 





p' SSITION WANTED—BY A GERMAN 

miller, single, 28 years of age. Acquainted 
with the milling of wheat, rye, buckwheat and 
oatmeal. Address A. P. 229, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 





VV ANTED POSITION AS HEAD MILLER 

by one who has had a lifetime experience 
in charge of hard and soft wheat mills of medi- 
um and large capacity. Good references. Mis- 
sissippi valley preferred. Address O. K. 230, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


\V ANTED POSITION AS TRAVELLING 
salesman with good milling firm. Can 
furnish No. 1 reference as to character. busi- 
ness experience and habits. Am % years old 
and married. Speak English and German flu- 
ently. Address Carl Viehmann, Holland, Erie 
county, N. Y. 





\VANTED A BOOKKEEPER OF SEVERAL 

years’ experience in office of a large coun- 
try mill desires position offering good oppor- 
tunities for executive work and advancement. 
Salary of secondary importance at start. Age 
32. Unmarried. Good habits and character. 





Hard worker. References. Address See 'em 
224, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolia 








MISCELLANEOUS 


TO MAKE 


MIDDLINGS 


AND LOTS OF THEM, TRY OURSJNEW 


‘‘Hollow Groove’’ 
Corrugation 


TWIN CITY MACHINE SHOP 


GARBETT & SCHNEIDER, Proprs., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 








cA. E. Baxter Engineering 
C& «Appraisal Co. 
945 Ellicott Square, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Builders of High-Grade 
Flour and Cereal -Mills. 

















FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE—GOOD MIN- 

nesota farm lands to exchange for elevator 
or good mill property. Give location, descrip- 
tion and price of property in first letter. Ad- 
dress, C. E. Stevens, Crookston Minn. 


SECOND HAND MACHINERY 


Five Plansifters: 3 Universal bolters: 1 square 
sifter; 40 stands rolls, all sizes: 7 feed mills: 10 
purifiers; 10 feed mills: can furnish you most 
anything you need in the line of second-hand 
machinery. Write for prices and description. 
We furnish cloth and do corrugating. J. M 
ioc CO., 309 South 3d St., Minneapolis 

inn. 





’ 





FOR SALE 


6 stands 9x18 Allis Rolls. 
1 2-pair. high, 9x24 Allis Feed Mill. 
1 7x16 double O’ Dell roll. 
1 4-break Wolf Gyrator No. 7. 
Fairbank’s Track Scales. 
Cockle Machines, Separators and Scourers. 
J. M. McAFEE, Minneapolis, Minn. 





FOR SALE 
Second=-Hand Engines. 


One 18-in.x42-in. R. H. Atlas-Corliss Engine. 

One 26 hp. Rice Automatic Engine. 

One 8%-in.x14-in. Russell Slide Valve Engine. 

One 7-in.x10-in. Center Crank Slide Valve En- 
gine. Si es 

One 7-in.x8-in. Center Crank Slide Valve En- 


gine. . 
Two 6-in.x8-in. Center Crank Slide Valve En- 
gines. 


All in good order. 
never ran two months. 


MINNEAPOLIS STEEL & MACHINERY CO., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Center Crank Engines 





Round Reels 
Centrifugals 

Iron Prince Scourer 
Richmond Scourers 
For sale cheap 


EVERETT, 
AUGHENBAUGH & CO. 
WASECA, MINN. 





CODES 


THE RIVERSIDE CODE 


1901 Edition Revised and Corrected under the 
auspices of the Bureau International des Ad- 
a Télégraphiques, Berne, Switzer- 
and. 

_The only modern Millers’ Code in existence 
Used exclusively by the leading Export Millers 
of America. 


$2.75 each 
Py mart: 
2.50 * 


THE ABC CopE 


Fourth Edition 
Fifth Edition 


FOR SALE BY 
THE NORTHWESTERN MILLER, 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.. 
or by any of its Branch Offices. 








JOHN T. BAILEY 
@ COMPANY 


HIGH GRAD EZ 


COTTON AND 
BURLAP BAGS 








PHILADELPHIA 
PENNSYLVANIA 














Bag & Barrel 
Linings 


Increase the Demand 
for Your Flour 


Arkell Safety Bag Co. 


95 BROAD ST. 


NEW YORK 








HINTS ON EXPORTING IS THE EXPORTERS’ GUIDE 


It is valuable to the beginner in the export trade and very useful to 


the experienced. 


subscriber to the Northwestern Miller. 


THE NORTHWESTERN MILLE 


SIXTH EDITION. 


Sent without charge to any mill proprietor who is a 


Ask for it. . 


. . . . . . 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN 











THE HUMPHREY 
EMPLOYEE’S 
ELEVATOR 


does away with the regular 


round business. The millers 

go whenever and wherever 

they are wanted, and put in 

their best licks on the ma- 

chinery instead of on the 

stairs. Food for reflection 
in this. 


a 


S. K. HUMPHREY, 


53 STATE ST., 
BOSTON, MASS. 














